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any farther happineſs in marriage; — i 


one, | know, is deaf to all remon- 


5 The HUSBAND. Book 1, 


Marriage is, it very much concerns every 
man who enters into that ſtate to con- 
Lider ſeriouſiy on the true intent of the 
| facred * 9 2) and he will then find 
chat he ought not to depend entirely n 
the virtue and goed conduct of his wife, 
for the ſecurity of his honour, his intereſt, 
and his peace of mind; but that he him - 
ſelf is alſo bound, by obligations no leſs 
eſſential to their mutual happineſs than 
"wh Can n be rd Wan be. 

A man deeply enamour d, either wich 
the beauty or the fortune af his miſtreſs, 
centers his whole ambition in the gratif- 
cation of his paſſion with the enjoyment 
of which ever of theſe two objects it i 
that inflames him, and ſeldom thinks off 


is not therefore to the lover, but to thi 
huſband. I addteſs theſe pages. — I he 


ſtrances; but the other, having obtain' 
his wiſhes, will naturally look about him 
and begin to conſider on what will be th 
moſt likely means both to prolong and 1 

increaſe his preſent  ] 


I. believe every man who becomes | 
huſband defires to live amicably with 
wife; and the greater ſhare he Jinw & 1 
honour, underſtanding, and good - natur 

I | the 
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the more true ſenſe will he have of the 
joys which flow from domeſtic harmo- 
ny, and a perfect concurrence of ſenti- 
ment with the perſon to whom he is 
united; — but though this is a bleſſing 
which all in general aim at, yet I am 
8 ſorry to obſerve, that few take any pains 
to attain it, and that ſome of thoſe who 
do, purſue it by ſuch methods as lead di- 
rectly to the reverſe : — indeed I know 
not whether there are not, in effect, more 
couples render*d unhappy by a miſtaken 
endeavour to fullfil what they look upon 
as their duty, than there are by a total 
inattention to it. | | 


It is almoſt next to an impoſſibility ei- 

| ther for the huſband or the wife to be per - 

fectly acquainted with the diſpoſition and 

humour of each other before they come to 
live together ; — in the days of courtſhip 

| both bur act a part, and in many things 

ſeem what they are not; — love favours 

the deception, and holds cloſe the maſk :_ 

| — conſctous, therefore, of their on in- 

ſincerity in this point, great allowances 

ought to be made by each for whatever 

deficiencies may be afterwards diſcover'd, 

eſpecially by the man, who will ſeldom be 
bund the leaft diſſembler of the two. 


Bg' © 00 
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This is fo cy a 3 that 1 think | 
no huſband has room to le me of 
having given a partial ſentence; — nor 
ſhould I have made any mention of it, 
but to remind both parties, that they 
ought to behave after marriage, as near as 
poſſible, up to the character they aſſum'd 
before; and as perfection is not to be 
found on this ſide the grave, not to expect 
things which are out of nature, but to 
forgive each other's failings while they en- 
deavour to reform their OWN. 


1 have already in a little treatiſe. ſet 
forth, according to the beſt of my judg- 
ment, the manner in which a wife ſhould 
regulate her conduct, ſo as to ſhew mar- 
riage in that amiable light it ought to 
appear; — but my deſign would be un- 
compleat, and the ſucceſs uncertain, if 
the husband does not contribute ſome- 
thing on his part: — I have therefore, 
in the following ſheets, taken the li 
to put him in mind of what the conſide- 
ration of his own honour, his reputation 
in the world, his intereſt, and the ſolemn 
vow he made before the altar, demand 
from him, and am not without ſome 
flattering hopes, that the hints I have 

iven for that purpoſe will not be entirely 


* SECT 
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Concerning a 70⁰ grant tenaci a of 
the boaſted ſuperiority. of mankind; _ 
and how very much it behoves a Huſ- 
band to avoid . that 4. . . 

fitton in hi elf. 


THERE are forne- men too many 4 
am afraid, who value themſelves 
more upon their ſex than they do upon 
their virtue or endowments; and, merely 
becauſe they are men, imagine they have 
$a right not only to command, but to ex- 
act a blind, implicit, and: indeed a flaviſh 
Jobedience from their wives; — to them 
it ſeems not enough that a woman readily 
[complies with every. injunction laid upon 
her by her conjugal ſovereign, — ſhe 
muſt alfo ſubmit her underſtanding to 
bis will, — think as he does, — have no 
| judgment of her own, but take for al- 
Nighty reaſon whatever he is our d to 
Pictate to her. 


I know of nothing that is more fting- 


ne 
ve Ing to a woman of ſenſe and ſpirit than 
"= » immoderate exertion of this preroga- 


ve; — and tho” the word obey is infert- 


ed in the marriage ceremony, 3 are 
apt to think themſelves not bound to 


obſerve it, becauſe the form was com- 


poſed by men, who they judge have been 

too partial to Ora — in that article. 

| — | have heard ſeveral ladies argue upon 
this head i in thei or the like terms: 


© There i is no 1 of ſex in ſouls, 
* ſay they, — nor do we find there was 
any diſtinction of ſuperiority between 
© our - firſt parents while in their ſtate 
of innocence z — after the fall, indeed, 
* the curſe of ſubordination was laid on Eve 
for her tranſgreſſion, and continued on 
her whole female race during the firſt age 
* of the world 3 but when the redemptio 
of mankind came by a woman, the ſeal 
< retriev'd its former honour, and has 
< well atton*d for the great offence by a 

* greater benefit.“ 


I will not take upon me either to de 

fend or to refute the juſtice of theſe kin 
of arguments; — I ſhall only ſay, thallMo 
as cuſtom has for ſo long a ſucceſſion oh 

time, in ail nations of the known world 
given the ſupremacy to the huſband, ui 
prudent wife will attempt to infringe | 4 
or oppoſe his will in things which ay 
not in themſelves unreaſonable z — bil 
then, on the other hand, neither cuſtom 


4 1 In 
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nor the marriage inſtitution, whether 
conſider'd in a religious or a moral ſenſe, 
can juſtify him for delivering his com- 
mands with an imperious and arbitrary 
air, as if he meant to enforce obedience ;- 
and it is not to be wonder'd at if a wo- 
man, on ſuch a behaviour, does not begin 
to call in queſtion the lawfulneſs of his au- 
thority, 1 look upon him rather as her 
tyrant than her rightful ſovereign. 


Tb häschen 
Wing, men of the leaſt capacities are the 


moſt aſſuming in this point; and indeed 

ovine can be ſo impolitic, or fo incon- 

Eftent with good ſenſe, as it deſtroys the 

1008vcry end for which it is put in practice, 

urns lobe into — and eſteem into 
EO cempe. * 


What degree of affection or regard is 
likely a woman can retain for a man, 
My ho having treated her with the loweſt 
nnd moſt fawning fubmiſſions while her 
over, no- ſooner: becomes her huſband 
an he affects to be her maſter ? —When, 
Waſtead of being humour' d, flatter'd, and 
Wndulg'd,. ſhe: finds herſelf treated, in. 
fect, little better than an upper ſervant?” - 
Will not ſuch a reverſe of behaviour 
| es her equally alarm both her love 
ppm is well if: che latter o 
B. 4 thele- _ 
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make a generous. and good-natur'd wo 


to be witneſs of an inſtance of this kind 
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theſe paſſions does not. totally extinguiſh L 
whatever ſhe had 10 for him 7 n = | 


mer. 


A wife who . fulldts , : 
duties of her place, ſtands not in need o 
any remonſtrances; and the ignorant a 
perverſe will never be amended by auff 
rity : — tenderneſs and complaiſance wi 


man endeavour to improve herſelf in 
thoſe qualities which merit ſuch a treat 
ment; and may poſſibly work on on 
who is moroſe and uncomplying to be 
come more flexible and obliging: 
whereas on the contrary, a haughty mi; 
giſterial way of behaviour carries with i 
great danger of rendering the 
good, and will n make the bat 
much worſe. 


It fell; in my way, ſome Gor years age 


Which, as example is of more prevalen 


than aimobiten,d think not impropdi 


to be inſerted: — A gentleman of 


particular acquaintance, who is enbapyl 


of the humour I am ſpeaking of, ws 
then lately married to a young lady et 
dow'd with many good qualities, and 
believe would have made a very obligig 
een had ſhe brien united with a man. off 


{ ſuitabf 


good tel 


rer. 1. De HUSREAND Þ 
Wuitable diſpoſition”; but had ſomething; 
Woo haughty in her nature tu be ſubſer- 
jent when ſhe found it was expected 
rom her. | | 


It ſeems he had take; it into bis * 
ne morning, to diſlike the placing of his 
ded, and told his wife he would have it 
vil emov'd to the other ſide of the room ;— 
Ware laugh'd at the caprice, and repre- 
ented to him how prepoſterous ſuch a. 
eathange would be according to the po- 
ron of the chamber: — he vouchſated 
ot to argue with her, but ſaid he would 
ave it ſo. — It is poſſible ſne thought 
o more of it; but he, however, when he 
rent out called on an upholſterer, and 
Wrdcr'd him to: go to his houſe and take 
own ſuch a bed, and put it up again as 
e directed; — ] happen'd to be there 
hen the man came; — the lady was ex- 
10088 cmely ſurprized, and ſaid ſhe could not 
ave imagin'd her huſpand would have 
engggerſiſted in ſo odd a fancy; — that ſhe 
oP 45 ſorry he had given him the: trouble 
1 coming, but could not conſent, hy any 
eans, that the bed ſhould be remov'd z 
Wa it would not only be ugly, but ex- 
- oF emely incommodious; and appeal'd to 
Wis opinion, which he* readily gave on 
er an the queiticn;! and took his leaves 
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My friends came 8 ſoon after, and 
hw he had paid his compliments to me, 
went into his bed- chamber, I ſuppoſe 1 
ſee if his orders had been complied with 

— and finding they were not, return 
with a good deal of diſcompoſure in his 
| looks, — © What is the meaning of this 
< madam ! faid he to his wife, — Did 
© not the fellow come to take down th 
bed ' — © Yes, replied ſhe, but I fen 
him away again: — I am fure if i 
had been done you would not have en 
* dur'd to lie in it. as the door open 
s cloſe to the one ſide, and there woull 
© be ſcarce room to paſs on the other.” 
I ſhould have been the beſt judge, re 
fſum'd he, when i had ſeen — alteration 
made; but if there were a thouſand | 
4 conveniencies you knew eit was my will 
it ſhould be ſo; — and ſure I ought 
© be maſter of my own houſe.* — « 1 
* you were reſolved to be ſole maſter 
_ © cried ſhe, bluſhing with indignatio 
6. Young ſhould not have taken a miſtreſs} 
Nor ſhould you have taken a hull 
8 ker retorted he, till you had bee 
1 better inſtructed in you duty.” 


/ 2. So” HH” an ”” *F = - 


Duty! cried. ſhe impatiently. 
© Tos; madam, - replied he, with no le 


2 8 — Duty! — When I mal 
ve 


commands of her 


to diſpute, 
4 ſhould think fit to enjoin.“ 


had not 
3 in which he treated her: — he 
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you miſtrefs-over my family F never by . 
© tended to make you miftreſs-over-my-- - 
© ſelf, — The beſt quality a wife can 
be poſſeſs*d of is Si obedience to the” 
huſband ; — and 
you ought to have known, that after 
marriage it would not be your province 
but to fubmit to whatever 1. 


I conld perceive by her Jools that the | 
was about to make ſome anfwer: which: 


would not be very agreeable to his pre- 


feat humour, therefore, to prevent his 
hearing it, took him into the bed- chamber 


under pretence of giving my opinion con- 


cerning the motive of their prefent con- 

teft. — I ſpar' d- no arguments to make 
him ſenſible how much his lady was in 
the right, and how extremely improper- 


1 the alteration he propos d would have 


been, — I eaſily ſaw he was convinced of 

this himſelf, tho“ he would not in plain 

terms acknowledge it, and only faid, chat 
how improper” ſoever the thing, would 

have appear'd, his wife ought to dave : 
complies with it. 


The bates. beg colt "oſlbly 
have ended here, if on oor return ſhe - 
began to reproach” him for the 


B. 6. told 


forebodings of what would be the con- 


the laſt quarrel which the unhappy pair 


> 


12 The HUSBAND. Boox x 
told her; be would always maintain th 
authority of a huſband ; and, ſhe as ftub| 
bornly replied, ſhe never would ſubmit to 
it; and this, by degrees, drew an the moth 
bitter altercations : — at laſt ſhe flew, ou 
of the room ready to burſt with rage; — 
I follow'd, and endeavour'd to perſwade 
her thar with. a man of his temper ſoft- 
neſs was the only way to conquer; bu 
ſhe would liſten to nothing I ſaid upon 
that ſcore : — I then went back to him, 
and urged all the reaſons I could think 
of to prevail on him, for the ſake of 
peace, to be more moderate in the exer- 
tion of his authority as a huſband. z; — 0 
which he replied, with a diſdainſul ſmile, 
— That he would be no woman's fool; 
— that he knew what he had to da, 5 

and was only ſorry ſhe had fo proud ST 
a ſpirit, becauſe, ir would. give him thei 

more pains to humble it. 


Finding the 23 offices I had inter: 5 
pos'd had ſo little effect, either on the 
one or the other, I took my leave, full off 


ſequeiice of a marriage between two pere 
ſons whoſe humours were ſo ll ſuited. 


T his was indeed. . 6, 3 not 


had e on the n of that n ſo 
fy 


Seer. 1. The HUSBAND. I'F 
ftiffly aſſerted. by the one, and ſo reſolute- 
ly denied by. — other. — Their life to- 
gether was an almoſt continual ſcene of 
diſſention, till tir'd with the tyranny of a- 
huſband, ſhe flew to the embraces of a: 


6 lover, with whom ſhe went to Paris, and 
Ki ier there. 


1 N or e as bad, ile ever 2 
the event, when two perſons link'd toge- 
ther in the bands of love and amity, in- 
ſtead of mutually purſuing that regular 
courſe for which they were united, endea- 
er: vour to run counter. and ſtruggle with 
$ cach. other jor me iter. | 
No one is. more ſenſible of the duty oft 
a wife than myſelf; and I believe thoſe 
who ſhall read my admonitions to the 
ladies on that ſcore, will not aecuſe me of 
any partiality to the ſex: — they muſt: 
be allow'd io have their paſſions as well 
ter: as the men, and why ſhould it be expected 
the that they are better able to, ſubdue them? 
01 8 — | tak do no more than juſtice when 
on- I: ſay, that tho! they way have a certain 
dere pride and vanity, which renders. them im- 
patient of controul, yet there is à ſoft- 
Igneis and generoſity, generally ſpeaking, in 
not I their natures, which makes them better 
pair * to oblige than to offend; and 
o | they- 


— 


/ 
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they will do many things through love, 
which they would never be ſubjected to 
thro” fear.“ 9 7 


I am pretty confident that the diſobe- 
dience ſo much complain'd of in wives, is 
in a great meaſure, if not chiefly, owing. 
to the too great authority aſſum'd by the 
huſband. — 1 have known a man find 
faulr with his wife for doing the very 
things he wanted to have done, merely 
becauſe ſhe had not waited to receive his 
commands for that purpoſe ; and I have 
known a woman retuſe to do what moſt 
her inclination led her to, only - becauſe 
commanded. in an improper manner. 


How abſurd is it; therefore, in a man 
to indulg: a propenſity, which, by making 
him aim at attracting a greater ſhare of 
homage than he has a right to expect, 
robs him of all which is really his due, 
and he would otherwiſe receive; — utter- 
ly deftroys his own happineſs, and that 
of the woman whom he is bound to love ; 
and, in fine, perverts every end for which 
marriage was ordain'd? 4. ll 


* 
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PEEL — coctocts they 
SE ef. I 


A method which, if obſerv'd by 4. 
Huſband on his firſt marriage. may 
contribute towards making bim live 


happily afterwards with bis Wife. 


HOUGH I can ill endure to ſee a: 
| man treat his wife in an imperious 
and domineering manner, yet I am as far 
remov'd from wiſhing to ſee him too ſub- 
ſervient: — in this, as in moſt other 
| things, the golden mean ſhould be ob- 
ferved ; — nor will a prudent woman, 
ho» madly foever idolized before mar- 


ng. riage, expect, or even deſire, the ſame - 
of fawning ſubmiſſions afterwards; for that 
ck, would be to deſtroy all the freedom and 
ue, fincerity which makes a great of the 5 
er- happineſs of that ſtate. c 

hat 

7e; Whatever ſuperiority in fact may be the 
act husband*s due, he ought to carry it fo - 


as if he knew it not himſelf 5 — the in- 

unctions he lays upon his wife ſhould have 
the ſhew rather of requeſts than com- 
mands z and in cafe of any oppoſition on 
her part, it is by arguments, not by 
co 
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eompulſion, he ſhould bring ber over to 
his way of thanking: 8 


But then, on the EE hand, F would! 
never have a man ſuffer kimſclf to be led, 
by the inſinuations-of a -beloved wife, to 
act in any way contrary to-his honour, his 
reputation, or his intereſt ; —never com- 
pliment her humour at the expence of his: 
own underſtanding, nor behave towards 
her in ſuch a manner as might give her 
room to. flatter. herſeli ſhe had — ſuch 
an aſcendant over him. 


* woman muſt be endow'd with an 
uncommon ſhare of wiſdom, a true ſenſe 
of her. duty, and what was owing from 
her. both to herſelf and husband, who by 
ſuch a method of proceeding would not 
be entirely ſpoil'd; — one of weaker in- 
tellects would. be 0 intoxicated with her 
power as to. {top at nothing which Vanity, 
or Caprice could ſuggeſt. 


It is certain, whatever the ladies may 
pretend, that no woman really expects to 
do every thing ſhe pleaſes after ſhe be- 
comes: a wife; that husband therefore, 
who has the addreſs to ſet bounds to her 
incli-ation, without ſeeming to do ſo, 
has much the faireſt chance for happineſs 
in marriage. 

It 


3 
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| If hide were a -offibilit — us to look 
into the -fecret ſourees of thoſe diſagree- 
ments which happen between married 
people, I dare believe we fnould find them 
riſe not ſo much from the vices:or ill qua- 
lities either of the one or the other, as 
from ſome little oddities of humour, 
which if not well attended to are apt to 
occafion miſtakes in conduct, frequently 
fatal co the re oo both r as 


1 


17 


Moſt of the irre irregularities of our lives 
being owing to want of thought and a due 
examination of ourſelves; no man of ſenſe; 
and who deſires to act well, will negleck 
ſo great a point; and I cannot help be- 
ing of opinion; that, as a wife is a ſecond 
ſelf, it is equally neceffary for a husband 
to penetrate, '& far as he is able, into tlie 
receſſes of her heart, to the end he may, 
by gentle means, for no other will befit 
his purpoſe, root out thence every lurk- 
ing toible which might 1 _ mus. 
tual happineſs. 8 


When a husband, by the ſtrength of 
his judgment, his virtue, and his affi- 
duity, is able to correct not only his own- 
frailties, but alſo to wean his wife from 
| thoſe to which ſhe may be addicted, then 
will the facred ends of 2 
"ICY 
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Fulfilled, — chen will two perfor indeed, l 
minds, theis 3 Geeky comes pond | 
with each othet, - r= thee are the words 
Aa — =: 5 


Not the filver doves chat fly, 
* Yoak'd in Cytherus car, 
Not the wings that ſoar ſo high, 
And convey her ſons ſo far, 
« With more kind conſent do move, 
+ Or do more ennoble love. 


Let no one imagine I am n preſenting 3 
child ot my own brain, a mere 1 1 
practicable ſcheme; — what I | 
may doubtleſs be accompliſh'd, and 
more than believe has been prov'd inf 
ſome inſtances I could mention; — thei 
very attempt, however, is laudable, and 
well worthy of a husband's pains, — and 
dare anſwer, that he who lets: himſelt 
ſeriouſtiy about it will find his account in 
a more or leſs degree. | 


i has often ſeem'd ſtrange to me, that 

a man ſhould be fo aſſid uous in gaining 
the affection of a woman before he mar- 
ries her, and become afterwards. fo neg-: 
lectfut of the means either to preſerve 
"Wax: rap or to direct it in ſuch ai 
| manner Wi 
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manner of behaviour as can alone render 
it a real and ſubſtantial bleſſing. 


Methinks a husband would do well, 
Wvery ſoon after the object of his wiſhes. 
2 1 the name af bride in that of wife, to- 
Whbegin to treat her exactly in the ſame 
faſhion he reſolves to = during his. 
whole life; — the ſubmiſſions and adula- 
tions of a lover ſhould be thrown aſide, 
but all the tenderneſs remain; — ” 
mould not, by any word, look, or geſ- 

ture, give her _ leaſt reaſon either to 
hope he would be her ſlave, or to * 
he intended to become her maſter; 


ry be ought early to make her well ac- 
„ie  quainted with every thing he expectec 
7 fcom her, and what ſhe had to expect 

in from him; but he mult be very careful 
he to do this in ſuch terms as ſhall make 
nd ber rather pleas d with than > SONS 
nd at it. | | 

elf 
in! Suppoſe, 7 ts they were alone to- 


gether, he takes an opportunity of en- 
tertaining her in theſe or che like terms: 


hat | 

l am now, my dear, as happy as my 
ar- © utmoſt wiſh could make me; — poſ- 
g- * ſeſs'd of all I ever did or ever can love 4 
e the tender aſſurances you have given 
14 


me make me confident you are not 
1 diſſatisfied 
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« diffatisfied with the change of your 
condition; — it depends not on one, 
but both of us, to render the felicity 
we now enjoy as laſting as it is great; 

— the union into which we have enter'd 
leaves us no, ſeparate intereſts, no di. 
vided inctinations z — our honour, our 
fortunes, are the ſame ; — whatever is 
mine is ycurs, and whatever is yours ts 
mine ; — nothing can happen to either 
of 'us withont the other being equally 
affected; — like the twin ſtars in the 
zodiac, we muſt move together or be 
loft in darknefs. — I doubt not, my 
dear, but you have conſider'd this ay 
well as J, and will do every thing on 
your part to promote our mutual wel- 
fare, as I ſhall never fail to do on 
mine. N "x 


57.4. ASD SSI SAS ISS = 


After ſome Weir ſort of poelade as this, 
he may venture to proceed, according as 
their ſtation and circumſtances are, to the 
210 of what he thinks neceſſary 
or her to perform; — this manner of 
talking to her may perhaps have more 
effect upon her than the promiſe ſhe 
made at the altar; as there are too many 
who repeat the words of that binding 
ceremony without conſidering what they 
are about, or ever thinking of it after- 
Wards, her anſwers. at leaſt will enable 

him 
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him to judge of the real diſpoſitions of her 
mind, and that knowledge direct him 
Wow to faſhion his future conduct towards 

er. 


e ca b b. 


SECT, 1. 


E far 4 Wife ought to be entruſted 
with the Secrets of her Husband in 
whatever regards the circumſtances 


7 of his Fortune. 
A 
n k Wie being the ſharer in 2 "TM 
|- tune of her husband, whether it 


rov'd good or bad, has an undoubted 
iht to be made acquainted with the 
2 hole truth of his affairs, nor ought he 
any means to go about to conceal or 
Wiſzuiſe from her the leaſt part of them, 
; ut with the keys of his cabinets, give 
rr alſo thoſe of his circumſtances. | 


If it ſhauld ſo bappen that liz een 


x der any diſadvantages or embarraſs- 
7 ents, which the fears of loſing her may 
g ve made him hide from her before 
y arriage, they ſhould all be laid open : 
r- 8 terwards, and the ſooner he does this the ; 


ttcr, ſhe muſt know them ſome time or 
oö 
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other, — and what time ſo proper to ob. 
tain her forgiveneſs as when their love 


are at their height, and the bridal kikN 
not yet worn off their lips t 


| Befides the confidence this will give he 
ian his love and honour, it will ſave him 
abundance of needleſs excuſes for avoid. 
ing many things too expenſive, for him ty 
afford, but which ſhe might probabjſi 
expect while ſhe believ'd him in mor 
eaſy circumſtances. 


I know very well that there are mani 
men, who, thro* the apprehenſions tha 
ſuch an eclairciſement would occaſion if 
quarrel, delay making it as long as they 
can; — according to the old adage, - 
they are willing to put off the evil da 
— but, in my opinion, this is extreme 
impolitic ; in ſpite of the precautions au 

retences he can make uſe of there is 
poſſibility of concealing ſuch things fool ; 
a wife; — ſhe will find them out 1 | 
grees, and every ireſh difcovery will ri 
to freſn upbraidings. 


I cannct, indeed, promiſe that ever 
woman would ſupport, with all the med 
neſs her hu might wiſh, the firſt i 
telligence of a deception of fuck a kw 
dad been put upon her ; but of this Is L 


S 2 


coming from his mouth than from that 
of any other perſon; — eſpecially as he 
might find means to ſoften the ſhock, by 
proteſting to her, that nothiag could have 
made him guilty of concealing any thing 
from her, but the fears he had that the 
knowledge of bis mistortune might make 
him ſeem leſs worthy of her affection. _ 


= If I know any thing of womankind,. 
and ſure I think I do, they are cafily 
brought to pardon whatever is inſtigated 
by love, their darling paſſion; — the 
motive, with them, gives a ſanction to 
che crime; — as the poet very truly 
Ways, 


The faults of love by love are juſti- 
,; 4 edt 5 he 


It is in the power of a man to recon- 
cile 2 woman, who tenderly loves him, 
co almoſt any tiing ; — but then he 


| rf W muſt attempt it by flattery and ſoft per- 
"8 [waſfionz and in the caſe I mention a little 


eraggeration of his paſſion is excuſable. 


= 1 would not by this be underſtood toi 
recommend diſſimulation; — no, I de- 
eit che mean ungenerous vice, and hearti- 
r contemn all who make a practice of 

5 „ 3 


enn. 3 X — 
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it; but 1 ner and take it ny —_— 


chat no man becomes a huſband without 
having ſome affection for the woman he 
makes his wife; and if, in the point I am 
ſpeaking of, he ſomewhat magnifies, and 
repreſents the real tenderneſs he has for 
her in the moſt paſſionate terms he can 


invent, I think it cannot be imputed to 
him as a crime, ſince it is no more than 


what he doubtleſs did before marriage, 
and what I am pretty well =" * 
men do in their fo of. wart. | 


N n hai are no . besen 


marriag-, all this is happily prevented; 


— it would be needleſs: therefore to ſay 


any more upon the ſubject, and I ſhall 
only add a word or two concerning ſecrets, 
which may poſſibly. be repos'd by ſome 
friend in the breaſt of a husband, and 
have no manner of relation to > his own 
affairs. „ 8 | 

$77 I have fo good an opinion of a man 
as to entruſt him with the keeping of my 
caſh, I ſhould take it very ill of him if 
he lent it out, or converted!it to any other 
uſes, without my privity or conſent : — 
Of how much more value then, and 
great conſequence, may ſome. time a ſe- 
cret be? —— No n, obligation ought 
&) HSE 3 9330 O0W 15 n 11920200 
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to be held ſo ſacred, nor is there any 
thing ſo baſe as the abuſe of ſoch a a con- : 


fidence. | 11 20 


As 1 believe that no one ill offer js 
arguments to confute this aſſertion, I ſhall 
make no ſcruple to tell every huſband), that 
as little as I can excuſe him from maintain- 
ing any reſerve towards his wife in matters 
| relating only to himſelf, I ſhould as little 
Wexcu'e him for complimenting her curio- 
W icy with what is none of his own to give; 
— nor has ſhe, indeed, any reaſon to 
expect, or to deſire ſuch a thing; and he 
W would be guilty of the greateſt weakneſs | 
and ungeneroſity to comply with her re- 
Wqueſt, even tho? ſhe ſhould preſs it in the 
D Fo ſtrenuous, and pathetic — | 


{1 C114 

Let not the vain pert coxcombs of the 
age, who lay out all their little ſtock of wit 
in ridiculing womankind, imagine I have 
eiven them a freſh opportunity to exert 
their talents z — nor let the ladies infer from 


what ! have ſaid, that I look upon them 
if as incapable of keeping a ſecret; for I am 
cr very well convinced, that there are a great 
many of the ſex who „odd not be tempted, 

* by any conſideration wliatever, to divulge 
ſe what had been once intruſted to them. 
ht — All women, however, have not this 


happy gilt of taciturnity; and I muſt here 
C beg 


we RUSsBAND. Boer if 
4 leave to make this obſervation, that 
thoſe Who are in reality Poſſeſs d of it 
will be too juſt and too diſcreet to urg 


their husbands to a thing which they 
worn not be guiley of themſelves. 


The intention of theſe ſheets being to 
promote a laſting happineſs in marriage, 
as far as is in the power of the little hint 
J am able to give, by ſhewing a husband 
both what he ought and what he ought 
not to do, in order to contribute all he 
can for that end, I ſhould have thought 
my remonſtrances very imperfect without 
warning him againſt making his wife 1 
confidant in ſuch things, which, if diſclos'( WF 
by her in any unguarded moment, might 
th fatal to all future harmony between 
them. 
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8 ECT. IV. 


Interfering foo much in. hoſe things 
which properly are under the direc- 
tion of a W1 ife. | 


EFORE I enter on any — 
$ on this ſubject, I think it highly ne- 
| ceſſary to examine a little into the merits 
Wot the cauſe, to the end no huſband may 
imagine he has reaſon to accuſe me of 
Wparvality in what I am about to ſay. 


The virgin is no ſooner made a bride 
than ſhe is ; put in poſſeſſion of her hul- 
dand's houle 3 — the keys of every thing 
n it are immediately deliver'd into her 
ands; — all the ſervants, except where 
here is a valet de chambre or an appren- 
ice, are henceforward to receive their 
orders from her, and to be continued in 
he family or diſcharg d according to her 
leaſure: — in fine, the whole manage» 
ent and direction of domeſtic affairs are 
Wommitted to her care. 


Nor doin ſhe look upon all this as a 
elegated authority, but as a Jawful right 
which marriage has entitled her, and 
_ C 2 is, 
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is, generally ſpeaking, more tenacious of 
it than of any other privilege whatſoever: 
a husband therefore, who has any regard 
tor the peace of his family, or living in 
amity with his wife, will never attempt 


to break in on ſo darling a point. 


Beſides, — women, both by natur 


and education, are beſt fitted for the ma. 


nagement of houſnold affairs, — it i : 


properly their province, — reaſon as well 


as euſtom eſtabliſhes. them in it; and ui 
my opinion, a man who pretends to pr 
into the buſineſs of his kitchen or laundry, 
makes as aukward a figure as a woma|if 
would do in a fencing-ſchool or a tennis 
court. To L * | 


Here occurs to my, remembrance i 
paliage I formerly read in one of our oli 
potts, I think it was Michael Drayton 
which, though wrote on a quite differ 
-cccaſion, is perfectly applicable to this 
am ſpeaking of; — the words are thei 


Fach in their own appointed ſpheres 
© ſhould move, _ 
When either, from thoſe bounds, at- 

_ © tempt to rove, 
* There ends all concord, harmony, 
* and loye.“ | 
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Among the number of my readers, I 
do not doubt but that there are very 
many huſbands who will be greatly offend- 
ed on the ſcore of this article, and be apt 
to exclaim againſt me in the following 
manner, or ſomething like it: 


The author of this book mult cer- 
tainly be a fool; — the advice jt con- 
tains is very * truly, and worthy of 
being obſerv'd by all husbands Who 
ET? be lady et for tame ſuffering 
aſſes. — According to the rules here 
preſcribed, 1 muſt ſee the beſt apart- 
ment in my houſe converted into a 
lakes. — the floor ſtinking with greaſe, 
— the walls cover'd with cobwebs, — 
the furniture rotting with duſt, — m 
table poorly and injudiciouſly ſupply'd, 
= the proviſions ill cook*d and worſe 
decorated, — my ſervants waſting that 
time I ſo largely pay them tor, either 
in romping with each other at home, 
or in gadding perpetually abroad, — 
the moſt ſhameful negle& of decency 
and good order in every thing abour 
me; yet all this I muſt. ſubmit to 
* bear, — be entirely paſſive, and. find no 
“fault becauſe it is my wife who has the 
direction and management - of theſe 
FA: things. 
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All this, and much more, it is poſ- 
ſible, may be ſaid, — yet I am not with- 
out hope of reconciling myſelf to theſe 
angry gentlemen, if they vouchſafe to 
kecp me company a little farther. - 


If the abovemention'd accuſations, cr 
indeed any part of them, have their 
foundation on truth, I cannot think a2 
husband, who thus greatly ſuffers, is 
bound, either by love or complaiſance, to 
icign a contentment he is far from fecl- 
ing; — as he had a right to tell his wife 
what he expected from her, ſo he has 
alſo a right to reprove her when neglect- 
ing to comply with his reaſonable injunc- 
tions; — but then I would have him do 
this with mildneſs, gently remonſtrating 
to her how much her character ſuffers by 
her indolence, and entreating that for her 
own fake, as well as for his eafe and 
peace of mind, ſhe will hereafter 2 
a better . in the family. 


If this method ſhould fail of ſuceels, 
and ſhe either becomes outrageous and 
impatient on being reprimanded, or con- 
tinues in her former remiſſneſs, he then 
doubtleſs may, and, according to my opi- 
nion, ought. to. take from her that power 
ſhe has made fo ill an uſe of, and give 

| | the 
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the charge of his domeſtie affairs to 1 
perſon better qualified for that purpoſe, 


leaving to his neglectful wife Ware the 
name of miſtreſs. 20 

J flatter d 8 that even 
in theſe times, when being the firſt in 
every new faſhion, living more abroad 
than at home, gaming and midnight re- 
velling, are more like the chracteriſtics 
of a fne lady than modeſty, ſobriety, and 
economy, there will not be many in- 
ſtances found to juſtify a huſband's ur 
ceeding in * manner. 


But it is not to thoſe truſhands . 
may unhappily meet with theſe or the 
like provocations that I direct this diſ- 
courſe ; but to thoſe who being married 
to women every wav: qualified and ready”. 
to diſcharge the truſt repaſed in them, 
yet by an odd propenſity in nature are 
led to intermeddle with things quite out 
of their ſphere, and indeed below the 
Ge of 2 a man to concern bimfelf with. ] 


When a man takes it into kai head to 
be preſent at the hiring of a new ſervant - 
maid, — queſtions her on what ſhe is 
able to do, — cavils with her on the 
article of afternoons tea, and going out 
every other ſunday to viſit an old aunt 

„ or 
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or couſin, — is always running into his 
kitchen while the victuals is dreſſing.— 
ordering how the ſauces ſhall be made, 
— giving directions concerning. the ſtir- 
ring of the fire, ſo as to render it either 
concave or convex, according as he thinks 
the meat to be roaſted or boil'd requires, 
— enters into a learned diiſertation on 
nutmegs, and whether they are beſt 
pounded in a mortar or grated, for 
minced-pyes, and a thouſand other diſ- 
courſes of the ſame nature: — I ſay, 
when a man gives himſeli this unbe- 
coming trouble, he is ſure of being laugh'd 


at by his ſervants, and ſeldom fails of 
being deſpiſed by his wife. — 


J ſhall cloſe what J have to fay upon 
this head with a little incident, the truth 
of which 'l can aver: — A ſmart young 
lady of my acquaintance happen'd to 
be married to a gentleman of the caſt [ 
am ſpeaking. of; — ſhe ſoon perceived 
this humour in him, and reſolved to 
break him of it, if poſſible, by fair 
means; — the method ſhe took was this: 
— one day when ſhe catch'd him ha- 
ranguing in the kitchen, ſhe ſaid nothing 
but went directly into the ſtable, where 
ſhe enter'd into a converſation with the 
groom on the management of horſes. 


The 


- 
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The iſland; * tht i 1 | 
and being told where ſhe was gone, was a 
little lurpriz; d, and immediately follow'd 
her, — What has brought you hither, 
my dear, cried he.“ — I ſhould: not 
have wonder'd if any one except your- 
ſelf had aſk'd that queſtion, replied ſhe, 
with a ſmile; — but I cannot help 
thinking that I make as good a figure 
in the ſtable as you do in the kitchen; ö 
and that it becomes me full as well to 
* enquire how many oats your horſe eats 
in a week, as for you to examine how 
< many eggs Lorder * maid en into 
a pudding.” _ - 


A 


GOA * 


1 


Conſcious of the 10 of this repagticy 
and ſenſibly touch'd with it, he bluſh'd, 
— hung down his head, but had nor 
power to ſpeak a word: — ſhe ſaw the 
effect of what ſhe had ſaid, and reſum'd 
her diſcourſe with the ſame ſprightlineſs 
and good-humour ſhe had began, — 
* Lookye, my dear, ſaid ſhe, 1 6 rd am 
or am not qualified for the management 
of your domeſtic affairs. — If 1 . K 
beg you will leave them entirely t 
me; if I am not, let us change fides, 
E do you take upon you what is com- 
* monly the province of a wife, and F 
* will endeavour to learn that of a huſ- 


C5 * band ; 
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band; — for it would be too much for 
vyou to unergo the fatigue of both.“ 


I am told it was ſome time before he 


could recover himſelf enough to make 
any anſwer, but when he did fo, it was 
in terms highly ſatisfactory to her, aſſur- 

ing her he was beth: convinced and 
aſham*d: of the folly of his paſt conduct, 
and that he would never more interfere 
with tings ſo unbecoming his character. 


iS fincerely wiſh that all huſbands, guilry 


with the ſame eaſe ; ſince there are very 
few things more pernicious. to the peace 


of a family than this, when too > far in- 
. | 


of the ſame error, may be cur'd of it 
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Drinking to an exceſs, and enn oe 
particulars which ma en a _ 


diſagrreable 70 4 Wife. F097 
A Pronkard is, L think, according to 
the common acceptation of the word, 
one who devotes. himſelf entirely to his 
bottle or his pot, makes drinking 
greateſt part of his buſineſs, as it 4 
only pleaſure 3 and if he chances to- g 
ſober to bed one night, regrets his, loſs of 
time, and complains that his evening has 
been murder' d. — Perſons of this: cha- 
racter I look upon as incorrigible, but by | 
the hand. of Heaven, and not to "= 8 2 ; 
claim'd without a miracle. Gin 


* 


I have nothing therefore to Go to e 
ſort of men; nor is it ſo much che- 
vices, as the follies and inadverteneies int 
which human nature is liable to fall, that 
theſe admonitions are intended! to- referm. 

— A man- may be ſeen in a condition! 
Fas as Ki ——— him. to have. drank- 
too much, yet, ought not to ineur the 
appellation; of a ſot or drunkard: — a 
Gap of extraordinary 8 ngs, fer! ſomt 


pub- 


CY 
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public or private benefit ; — the over 

waſions of too hoſpitable friends ; — 
an obligation to meet people on buſineſs 
at a tavern; — a uſand accidents 
may ſometimes happen to draw one of 


the moſt regular way of life and tempe- 
rate inclinations, into an error of this 


kind; for which he will afterwards paſs a 
more een cenſure on himſelf than he 
can Poſſibly deſerve from others. 


But as it has often blen bd: that by 
one utilucky turn a perfon ſhall forfeit 
all the reputation he has for years been 
labouring to acquire; and nothing is 
more apt to excite diſeuſt 3 in a woman of 
delicacy, than to ſee the man ſhe loves, 
transform'd like one of Circe's fwine ; 
F would have every huſband avoid the 
"og of his wife while he is in a 

ate which will not only render him 
contemptible to her at that time, but the 
remembrance of may alfo utterly erace 


all the affetion and Se the 2 
2 5 for him. An 251 


* may be objected 0 chat this 15 a + Gn 
very difgcult, and almoſt impracticable; 
becauſe when the head of a man is made 
giddy with the fumes of liquor, he has 
not the uſe of his reaſon enough to make 
him know it would beſt beeome him to 


1 | retire ; 3 


I 
3 
e 
x 
2 
0 
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retire ; and on the contrary, he is, for the 
moſt part, more defirous of ſhewing him 


ſelf than uſual. — This, indeed, is very 


certain, and I know but of one method 
to avoid it; which, for the advantage of 
my married readers, 1 ſhall relate as it 
was firſt thought on by a gentleman of an 


allow'd good underſtanding, and I believe 


18 practis'd by him to this very hour. 


Soon after his marriage with a lay. 
whom he long had moſt paſſionately 
lov*d, and who is worthy of all the ten- 
rden he has for her, he call'd his ſer- 
vant to him, and having made him ſhur 


the door, ſpoke to him in the 1 


manner: 


0 Tom. faid he, you Eno I hate drink: 
© ing, — but ſuch things will ſometimes 
© happen; — I would nor, however, for 
© the world be ſeen by my wife in that 
condition; — I defire therefore, that 
* whenever you find me in it you will 
* ſhew me into a chamber apart from her, 
and make ſome excuſe to her for my 
« chufing to ſleep alone that night : if I 
© ſhould prove refraCtory, as there is ne 
* anſwering for one's ſelf when depriv*d 
* 
A 
6 


of the uſe of right reaſon, I ſtrictly 


charge and command you to have re- 


courſe to force; — how angry ſo- 
ever 


« ever I may then be, I will not fail te. 
© thank. you: for it in the morning.” 


| The fellow flared; and knew not what 

anſwer to make to ſo: ſtrange. an injunc- 
tion; but his maſter inſiſted on the per- 
formance, — repeated what he had laid: 
before, and. added, with a ſmile, — 
Never fear, Tom, — how roughly ſo- 
© ever you may find yourſelf oblig*d to 
© handle me, you may depend that 1 
© will not only forgive, but likewiſe re- 
ward you for it.“ — On which Tom, 
perceiving he was in. earneſt, aſſur d him. 
of his obedience. 0 


It was not long before an opportunity 
arriv'd to prove both his duty and ad- 
drefs in this point: — the gentleman had 
been perſwaded by ſome friends to go to 
a City-feaſt, and was brought home very 
much diſorder'd. — Tom follow'd the 
directions Which had been given him, 
and compell'd him to go into a chamber 
which he had caus'd to be made ready in 
caſe there ſhould be any occaſion for it; 
and having put him into bed, went to- 
his lady and told her that his maſter 
begg'd to be excus'd ſleeping with her 


that night on account of à violent head- 


ach. — * Oh! cried ſhe, I have ſome 
drops which are very excellent for ex- 
my « pelling: 
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© expelling that pain; — I wilt go and 
« apply. them to his temples.” She 
was turning towards her cloſet in order 

to fetch the drops, but he ſtopt her 
by ſaying that his maſter. was juſt fallen 
into a ſlumber, — but that he would 
watch by him alt night, and if he found, 
on his waking, that there was any need of 
her aſſiſtance, would knock at her chamber 
door and give her notice. 


The gentleman was very well pleas'd 
the next morning on hearing how the 
affair had been conducted, and did not 
forget the promiſe he had made to Tom: 
— he never intended, however, to keep» 
it a ſecret from his wife; — he was not 
afraid ſhe ſhould know of his having 
drank a little too much, but loth ſhe 
ſhould ſee him in that condition: — he 
told her the whole ſtory as they ſat at 
breakfaſt, at Whieb ſhe laugh'd very 
heartily, and was highly ſatisfied within 
herſelf, taking this action, as it was really 
meant, a . of his en for her, 


This bee confeſſion of the whole erach- 
prevented her from being alarm*d' when 
at any time he choſe to ſleep alone on 
account of the head-ach, and from ever 
being witneſs of any of thoſe follies or 
enn he might poſſibly be guilty of 


during 


* 
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during the abſence of his rèaſon; — ſo that 
what might otherwiſe have been likely to 
create open clamours, and perhaps ſecret 
diſguſt, was, by this happy ſtratagem, con- 
verted into pleaſantry and good- humour. 
How widely different was this conduct 
from that of a certain nobleman, who hav- 
ing promis' d to ſup one night with ſome 
friends, and not coming till they were al- 
moſt ready to ſeparate, made this po- 
lite apology to one of them who re- 
proach'd him for his tardineſs, — Faith, 
« ſaid he, it never came into my head 
« till juſt now; — I got drunk after 
dinner, — was Carried home, — run 
my chairman thro' the arm for his 
* ſaucineſs, — kick'd my footman down 
« ſtairs, — threw my wife into fits, and 
juſt then remembering my engagement 
with you, left the houſe in an uproar, 
and came directly away. 1.1} 


A man who knows himſclf liable to 
commit ſuch extravagancies ought, doubt- 
leſs, to take all the meaſures he can to 
keep them from the fight of every one; 
but much more of his wife, whoſe love 
and eſteem it ſo much concerns him to 
. preſerve, even tho' he ſhould unhappily 
have no proportionate regard for her. 


- 
— * - 


| There 
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T here are alſo other dae which 
tho' of much leſs importance, may chance 
to be equally diſagreeable to ſome very 
nice lady; ſuch as ſmoaking, or chew- 
ing tobacco; or even taking ſau, eſpeci- 
ally in bed, a cuſtom too frequentiy put 
in practice, tho' a thing dirty in itſelf, 
and extremely offenſive to thoſe who are 
oblig d to _ with them. | 


I know very well thats none N theſe 
things, when once become habitual, - are 
eaſily thrown off, and am afraid there 
are not many huſbands who would be 
willing to indulge the humour of their 
wives with ſuch a piece of ſeli-denial; — 
indeed I ſcarce dare offer my advice in this 

point; becauſe their compliance might 

be too ſevere a mortification, and give a 

ſourneſs to their behaviour, of yet worſe 
ure en in other reſpects. | 
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A man, henna who finds his with has ; 
an averſion to the ſmell of tobacco, may, 
I think, without much difficulty, avoid 
letting her ever ſee him with a pipe in his 
mouth; — he may order ſome nook: or 
corner in his houſe to be ſet apart, to which 
he may retire when inclination. prompts 
him to enjoy that favourite amuſement, : 
and having taken as much of it as 


C.. 


* 
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he thinks fit, there are various ſorts of 
comfits, which, if ſwallow' d, will entirely 
purity his breath from the late fumes. 


The ſame method may be obſerv'd in 
chewing of tobacco; — and as for taking 
it in ſnuff, the moſt effectual one I can 
propoſe, is to make her a preſent of ſome 
fine well fancied curious ſnuff- box, which 
if he does, I dare wager the odds of an 
hundred againſt one, that the vanity of 
ſhewing that toy wherever fhe- goes, will, 
by degrees, make the powder contain'd 
in 0 not only familiar, but alſo pleaſing 
o her. Te 


If a hufband will give himſelf the 
pains to conſider ſeriouſly that his honour 
and reputation are entirely in the keeping 
of his wife, and muſt be eftabliſh'd or 
ruin'd by her conduct; — that his for- 
tune, in a great ineaſure, depends upon her 
prudence and co /; — and his own 
peace and that of his family, on her chear- 
fulnefs and affability, he will not thin 
that even greater condeſcenſions than thoſe 
I have mention d would be too much 5 
keep. her in good-humour, and root in 
her heart that affection! for him, which 
alone can ſecure all that either is or ought 
ta be valuable to a huſband, — as I re- 
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remember to have read in the tag of an 
old Spaniſh comedy, 


c Would you preſerve the fair 0 one jut 
and kind, 
* Be ſure to clap a pediocic on her 


mind. 


Certain it Fe that - tho? an exalted vir- 
tue, and ſuch a one it muſt be in a wife, 
may make her patient, faithful, obliging, 
diligent, and obedient : in fine, make her 
neglect nothing that can be requir'd from 
her ftation and character; — yet with- 
out love, whatever ſhe dees will appear 
faint, languid, and ſpiritieſs; — ſhe will 
be incapable either of giving or receiving 
any pleaſure in the performanee of her 
duty ; — fo abſolutely neeeffary te the 
true end of marriage is that paſſion z and 
ſo much is it the intereſt of every hu{- 
band to cheriſh it, both in himſelf and 
the woman to whom he is united, — ac- 
cording to the words of a celebrated au- 
thor of our own nation, who was himſelf 
well acquainted with the force of love, 


and on all . is ** N on 
the ſubject: 


Love 
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Love qui ickens duty, — gives our 
cares delight, 

Makes happy days more joyous, 
and more bright, 

And ſpreads a ſunbeam thro' afflic- 
tions night.” 


But I believe there is' no need of any 
quotations to prove the truth of this 

aſſertion, elſe could bring many from the 
fame learned author z — the little Know- 
ledge I have of human nature is ſufficient 
to inform me, that there is no one perſon 
ſo little ſenſible of the tender paſſion as 
not to allow that with it all things are 
agreeable, — and that without it nothing 
can be truly ſo; — cultivate it therefore 
in your wives, O all ye huſbands, — it is 
the firſt and greateſt point you have to 
aim at in marriage, as it is the only one 
which, in fact, has the power of confer- 
ring on either of the perſons united in 
that ſacred ſtate any degree of ſincere and 
permanent felieity. 
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SECT. VI. 


The manner in which a Hushand ought 
to be have towards bis W1 fe in 1 | 
lic Company. 


6 is ſo very little to be ſaid 
on this ſubject, that many of my 
readers may be apt to queſtion whether 
it deſerv'd to be mention'd at all; and, 
indeed, there is great probability that it 
would have found no place among theſe 
admonitions, if the complaints of ſome 
ladies had not prevail'd on me to think 
that without it my deſign in this work 
would have been incompleat. 


In compliance, therefore, with requeſts, 
which with me have all the force of 
commands, I ſhall take the liberty of 
reminding huſbands in what manner it 
will beſt become them t> behave to- 
wards their wives, whenever they go a- 
broad together, or mix in | Any public 
aſſemblies: © * 


A woman, when made a wife, cannot 
preſently forget the homage paid to her 
by the man who is now her huſband ; * 

S 


4 The HUSBAND. Boox r. 


ſhe thinks it hard to deſcend at once from 
the goddeſs to the mere mortal; and if 
ſhe has too much ſenſe to expect the 
ſame adoration as before, ſhe has at leaſt | 
a juſt title to reſpect and complaiſance ; . 
and where theſe are denied her, it muſt. be 
allow'd by all unprejudiced perſons, that 
me has great reaſon to complain. 

Indeed it is in ms power to mention a 
huſband, of {ome diſtinction too, who on 
his brft going abroad with his new. mar- 
"ried lady, either ſtood ſtaring up to the 
firmament, ah 85 any objects who hap- 
pen d to paſs by, and neglected to give 
Eis hand to be her into the coach. — I 
have alſo happer'd, more than once, to 
vifit at the ſame places and times they 
* and have obferv'd, that whenever 
ſhe open'd her mouth to ſpeak he began 
t alk as loud and as faſt as he could, 
if he thought nothing ſhe was capable of 
uttering was worthy the attention of the 
company tho 10 no more than juſtice 
to that lady when 1 *pply to her theſe 
words of the poet: e 

« Whene er the teas, tis ty fo 

good a grace, 

* That nothing but her wit can charm 


en ir. n 
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A woman of pride and pit can ill 
| endure a ſlight from the man on whom 
ſhe has beſtow'd herſelf, but leaſt of all 
* when it is given in public; eſpecially if 
in the preſence of any of the young gig- 
glers of her acquaintance, who will no 
ſooner get out of her ſight than they will 
be apt to ſay to one another, — + Lord 
© what a change is here! — Did you mind 
© how the man treats her now ſhe is his 
wife! — Well, — he certainly has not 
found all the charms in her he expect 
© ed! — I thought, indeed, what all the 
mighty paſſion he pretended to would 
end in at laſt; | ſuppoſe now her vanity 
4 is ſufficiently mortified. — Tf he uſes 
her ſo abroad, what will he do at Eome 


Theſe little ſpiteful reflections may poſ- 
ſibly, by ſome officious perfon, be con- 
vey d to her ears; — and then *tis well, 
if inſtead of loving, ſhe does not hate 


the man who has given occaſion for _ 
to be made, l | | 


The menen familiarity dhe not to 
deſtroy good manners, nor will it have 
any ſuch effect, except amongſt the v 
loweſt ſort of people, or thoſe who, tho 
of a high rank, to deſpiſe all decen- 
cy in every things and take it o fell 

8 
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heads to imagine that a careleſs, rough, 
and even bully- like behaviour, looks man- 
ly in them; — ſome ſuch vulgar great 
ones I am told there are, — but 1 DOPE 
not many. 


But beſides the ingeneroſity nd; in- 
gratitude of the thing, there ſeems to me 
to be ſomething ſtrangely impolitic in 
this; — when a man is ſeen to treat that 
woman with diſregard after marriage, 
whom before he never approach'd or 
ſpoke of but with the higheſt reſpect and 
veneration, it looks, methinks, as if her 
value was leſſen'd by being made his 
wife; and conſequently ſuch a conduct 
in a huſband muſt very much diminiſh, 
inſtead of magnifying, his own character. 


A truly wiſe man will always be fen- 
fible, that honouring his wife is doing 
honour to himſelt; and that every at- 
front offer'd to her is, in effect, an equal 
indignity to him: — this, therefore, is a 
motive which, if inſtigated by no other, 
will moſt certainly make him forbear 
giving, by his own example, encourage- 
ment to any one elſe to behave e 
her with ill manners. | 


But as I cannot be perſwaded to believe, 
Tas the indifference. which ſome men 
thaw ſhew 
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ſhew to their wives in Public proceeds 
from any real diſlike or contempt of their 
perſons, as the ladies are apt to ſuſpect, 
but merely from careleſſneſs, and that 
which is, indeed, the ſource of moſt errors 
want of chought, 1 would fain have every 
huſband give a little attention to this 
point, on which depends more than, with- 
out a ſerious reflection on 15 he may be 
able to conceive. 17 2 


I would not have any one ſuppoſe, 
from what I have ſaid, that I am endea- 
vouring to recommend to any huſband 
the obſequioufneſs of lord Supple, who, 
whenever his wife goes out in a chair, 
walks by the fide of it with his hand in 
her's during the whole time, — diligent- 
ly watches her every motion, and on her 
offering to ſtir from one part of the 
room to another, ſtarts from his ſeat and 
flies to aſſiſt her croſs the floor; — in 
the midſt of company talks chiefly to 
her, — will toaſt no other health, — and 
if by chance he advances any poſition 3 in 
converſation, never fails to cloſe his diſ- 
courſe without turning to her, and cry- 


ing, with a low bow, — 0 Do you not 


< think as I do, madam ? — Am I not 
in the right ? — To which ſhe replies 
with a gracious nod, — Oh yes, my 
2 lord. = — your lordſhip can never be in 
23 D the 
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s the wrong.“ — This is a behaviour 

which renders both of them equally ridi- 

culous wherever they come; and if her 

ladyſhip had a little leſs ſhare of vanity, 
and a greater of underſtanding, ſhe would 

N quite aſham'd of and CORGemn him 
Br 


In fine, no reader of common ſenſe 
need be told, that extremes are to be 
avoided in this, as in all other caſes; — a 
huſband: ought, doubtleſs, to 'treat his 
wife with a decent reſpect, blended with 
an air of tenderneſs, which may ſhew. the 
world he 1s perfectly fatisfed with his 
choice; ; — more than this no prudent WOr 
man will either aum or expect, 


SECT. 7: The W 5t 
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SECT YE 


Some meaſures to be taken by a Huſband 
in a private life, which 20 “l ſeldam 
fail of very much endearing bim to 
the affetion of his Wife, and conſee 
quently promote their mutual A 


ineſi 
HOUGH to PRE? herſelf ined | 
I with reſpect by her huſband in 
public may gratify the pride of a wife, 
yet if his behaviour in private towards her 
does not in ſome meaſure correſpond, it 
will never be ſufficient either to convince 
her of his affection, or to eſtabliſn a laſts 
ing one in her. | 


'4+ ſhall therefore give a few W 
which I am pretty certain every huſband, 
who wiſhes. to live well with the woman 
he has married, will not only think fit to 
make uſe of, but alſo find his account in 
it, ſo far as to oblige him to thank me _ 

for it ſincerely. 0 


A good huſband will doubtleſs tie mb 


tremely pleas'd when he has his wife 
3 abroad 
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abroad with him, when he ſhares in her 
viſits, makes one in her parties of plea- 
fure, and partakes of her diverſions ; yet 
will his ſatisfaction be ſtill greater if, when 
he has her to himſelf at home, and he 
is at full liberty to commune with her 28 
with his own heart, — to talk freely to 

Her on their own affairs, and on thoſe of 
the world, — to join together in praifing 
the virtues of ſome of their acquaintance, 
and in pitying the frailties of others; — 
to uy this felicity, he will live in his 
own houſe as much as his ſtation and cir- 

| amade will Permit him to do. 


Such a huſband, whenever by finds: 

Himſelf detain'd abroad by buſineſs, or i 
any other accident, longer than uſual, or 

than his wife expected, will neyer return 
empty- handed; —- he will bring with 
him ſome fine fruit, a paper of ſweet- 

meats, or ſome curious new-faſhion'd 
toy, as an ornament for her hair or breaſt, 
in order to ſhew that though abſent in 

n ſhe is always proves to his mind, 


If he rides, or walks out to take = 
air, he will make choice of the morning, 
not only becauſe it is the moſt proper 
fime for thoſe exerciſes, but alſo becauſe 
the is then moſt buſied in her domeſtic 

affairs, 
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affairs, and will the leaſt want his com- 
Pay: | | 


When he finds her about to fet herſelf 
down to any needlework in an afternoong 
he will preſently run. to his ſtudy and 
fetch ſome book to read to her; and 
when both begin to grow weary of their 
ſeveral avocations, perſwade her, by way 
of relaxation, to go with him to ſome 
one or other of thoſe numerous entertain- 
ments with which this town abounds ;'— 
what they happen to ſee there will furniſh 


them, on their coming home, with freſty 


matter for converſation till the time of 
their going to bed, where poſſeſs'd only 
with ſoft and compos'd thoughts, fleep will 


preſent them with ideas no leſs agreeable 


than their waking moments. Who would 


not envy ſuch a life? — What man ſo _ 
ſtupid as not, to do every thing in his 


power to obtain it ? 


1 am not ignorant that there are many 
men who will tell me, — I argue upon a 


mere ſuppoſition that the happineſs of 


marriage depended entirely on the huſ- 
band; — they will ſay that there are wo- 


men of ſuch inflexible and obdurate tem- 


pers as not to be melted into good · nature 
by all the proofs of tenderneſs I can in- 
vent; — women who are too proud to 

" 23 ' be 


34 The HUSBAND. Boot rn. | 
be oblig'd, think every thing that can be 
done for them is no more than their due: 
and that they have a right to expect - 
greater condeſcentions than are conliftent 
with prudence or the dignity of a hul- 
band*s character to make. 65 If 


To theſe objections I reply, — that I 
do not pretend to ſay the happineſs of a 
married ftate depends entirely on the con- 
duct of the huſband, but on a coalition of 
mind, a perfect concurrence and parity 
of ſentiment in both parties : — this is a 
thing which, I am ſorry to obſerve, very 
rarely happens; — but then I mutt take 
the liberty of adding, that I am pretty 
confident we ſhould much more often 
fee it, and that for one couple we find 
live in harmony together, we might con- 

gratulate a thouſand, if huſbands would 

take proper meaſures for that purpoſe. 


I am alſo ready to confeſs, that there 
are ſome women of ſuch obſtinate and 
untoward diſpoſitions as to take pleaſure 
in ſeeming to be pleas'd with nothing; 
— yet even thefe may be led, though not 
driven, — a little ſoothing, a little hu- 
mouring of the foibles on the huſband's 
part, may, by degrees, render them 
fomewhat more tractable, and perhaps, 
in time, convert all their ſowerneſs into 
* ſweet- 
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* fweetneſs; — the eonfectioners will tell 
you, that the more acidity the fruit has 
in it the greater quantity of ſugar is re- 
quir' d;: certainly therefore, where the 


meal is to laſt for life, a man ought to 


uſe his utmoſt endeavours to make it as 
1 as he can. 


— 


Women, however, ſoraltink in the gee 
neral, for there is no rule without ſome 
exceptions, are by nature ſoft, gentle, 
and apt to receive almoſt any impreſſion 
given them by the man they love 5 — 
ſure then it is the buſineſs of every huſ- 
band, as ſoon as he becomes ſo, to im- 
prove, by a tender and endearing beha- 
viour, the affection his wife hack before 
marriage; — this is the mot effectual, 
and indeed the only means which can give 
him any reaſonable expectation that ſhe 
will endeavour to be in reality what ſhe 
finds he wiſhes ſhe ſhould be. a 


I believe no one will deny but that 
this experiment is welt worth the pains it 
will coft, as in making it a hu{band does 
no more than what he is bound to do, 
both by divine and human laws, and is 
an effort which, if crown'd with ſuc- 
ceſs, will render his whole life happy; in 
eaſe of 12 202 afford him the conſolatior 
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of knowing he is not unkappy; a his 
own neglect. 


It any huſband, on reading theſe ad- 
montions, ſhould accuſe his wife of pride, 
vanity, affectation, peeviſnneſs, extra- 
vagance, or any other folly or vice ſhe 
may be guilty of, and ſay, —that. it is im- 
poſſible to behave towards. ſuch: a woman 
with any degree of tenderneſs, or even 
with common. complaiſance, I wauld aſk 
him, — Where is that ſuperiority of wiſ- 
dom which man ſo loudly boaſts of, if 
it cannot enable him to look on the frail- 
ties of the weaker veſſel rather with pity 
than contempt. or indignation, and. like- 
wiſe make him, take a ples in at- 
tempting to reform what is amiſs ? 


To conclude, — though it muſt hs 
acknowledg'd that there are ſome women 
whoſe humours are not. very eaſy to be 
endured, and leſs eaſy to be reclaim'd, 
yet it is my firm opinion that the number 
of bad wives would be much fewer than 
they are, if there were more Sbod Bete 
bands. | 


* SECT. 
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The folly of a Hy ſband in uſing. fav 
much freedom in his Wife's preſence 


with any of her female acquaintance. 
As I would have nothing wanting in 


this work that may any way con- 
tribute to reſtore marriage to its former 
dignity, and render the perſons united in 
that ſtate as truly happy as Heaven firſt 
intended, I muſt not omit the mention 
of one circumſtance in the behaviour .of 
a huſband, which, how trivial ſoever it 
may ſeem, and indeed is in itſelf, has, 
to my certain knowledge, been the oc- 
caſion of much ſecret diſcontent, and 
ſometimes of an open rupture; — it is 


ph 4 


1 is more common than for 
men to indulge themſelves in an idle 
fooliſh cuſtom of playing, and toying, 
with every woman they come in company, 
with, and this in mere bagatelle, and 
without any inclination to her perſon, or 
view to a farthet intimacy z — yet theſe: 
freedoms, how innocent ſoever they may 


be, are ſeldom P to a wife; and if 
D 5 often 
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often repeated tp the ſame woman, may, 


perhaps, in time, fill her with very un- : 


quiet and jealous apprehenſions. 


Either her love or her pride may poſ- 
fibly alarm her; — both theſe are very 
tenacious paſſions whenever they get do- 
minion of the mind; — the former of 
them may render her envious of every 
kiſs, every touch, beſtow*'d on another 
by the man ſhe wiſhes wholly to engroſs; 
— the latter will make her look on ſuch 
a behaviour as an indignity to herſelf, 
and poſſibly reſent it accordingly. 


Some women, indeed, affect to be 
above regarding theſe things, and to ſhew 
me is ſo, will join in what they call a 
game of romps; but then it frequently 
coſts her many bitten lips and an aching 


* 


heart. 


Various inſtances of this kind have 
come to my knowledge; but there was 
one which above all dwells upon my 
mind, not only as I was an eye-witneſs 
of, but alſo becauſe I had the good for- 
tune to be inſtrumental in preventing a 
very bad effect juſt ready to be brought 
" to pals, F 


On 
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on a p! was once 385 to France, 
an accident happen'd to detain me for 
ſome days at Dover, where remembri 
that an old acquaintance, an officer of the 
_ cuſtoms, was ſettled. with his family in 
that town,. I would not loſe the opportu- 
nity I then had of ſeeing them; — 1 eaſily 
inform'd myſelf where they lodg d, and: 
accordingly went to make them. a viſit. 
— On my aſking if Mr. or Mrs, *****#* 
were at home, the maid who open'd the 
door told me they were both at home 
but added, ſhe did not know whether 
they would ſee company or not. — This 
a little ſurpriz d me, as I did not think 
them of a ſtation to make ule of ſucks 
formalities ; — IT took no notice, how- 
ever, but bid her let them know * 
name, and that I was below. 


She did as I defi rd, and preſently re- 

turn'd to ſhew me into the dining- room; 
where, on my entrance, 1 beheld a ſcene 

truly pity- moving: — Mr.“ ſtood, 
in a fix'd poſture, — his arms folded, and 

a countenance in which it was hard to ſay: 
whether rage or grief was moſt predo-, 
minant : — his wife fat in one corner of. 

the room, exactly like the picture of 

| Niobe before turn'd into a ſtone, — her 
a eyes half drowg'd in tears, — diſtraction 
Es D- & in- 
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in her face, and every token of deſpair” 
about her; — her three little daughters, 


the eldeſt of whom was not above nine 


years old, all of them in travelling habits 
elinging upon her knees and crying bit- 
terly. — She roſe to meet me, and would 
have ſpoke if ſobs had not choak'd the 
paſſage- of her words. — He, having 
{ſomewhat more prefence of mind, wel- 
com'd me to Dover ; but ſubjoin'd with 
a deep ſigh, — © You find us in a very 
© unfit condition to receive you.“ — To 
which I reply'd, — I ö am ſorry to ſee 


vou in this confuſion ;; — I hope you 


have not loſt your enen enk, but 
© rather are to be remov'd to ſome other 

part; for J perceive Mrs. and 
© the children are already DP for a 


: = wt 


He was opening his bulk to make” 


ſome anſwer, but Mrs. ****** had now 


recover'd the uſe of her voice, and im- - 
e taking up the words cry'd out, 

— No, he may ſtay at Dover, and 
* purſue his ſhameful- pleafures, *rill 
Heaven ſhall ſend ſome heavy ven- 
geance on him; hut it is I, unhappy 
I, and my poor helpleſs babes, Who 
muſt remove for ever from the ſight of 


© a baſe ungrateful man, who no longer. 
* 


has any regard either for them or me.” 


Seer. 8. The nn * 6 


| The amazement I. 3 in, ans 


which, indeed, I neither could nor en- 


deavour'd to conceal, on hearing her 
fpeak in this manner, very much diſcon- 
certed Mr. ****#** he reproach'd her for 
being the occaſion, i in very bitter terms, 
which ſhe did not fail to return in others 
equally ſevere; — the poor innocent chil- 
dren were ſtill weeping and wringing their 
litle hands; my heart bled for them: 

"Þ neglected nothing i in my power to mode- 
rate the paſſion of the incens'd wife and 
huſband, and deſiring to be let into the 
ſecrets of their diſcontent; the remem- 
brance of ſome former ſervices 1 had ren- 
der'd them, convincing both how much 
I was their friend, they at laſt made me 
acquainted with the whole of the affair; 


— farcical enough, indeed, in its begin- 


ning, though ſo likely to have proved 
tragical in its conſequenees, 


Mr. * was extremely n 


with a brother officer who lived in the 
ſame town, and very near him; — this. 
perſon had a daughter call'd Miſs Molly, 
of about eighteen or nineteen years. of. 
age; — ſhe was a briſk lively girl, 
rather too free in converſation, but per- 
fectly innocent, at leaſt as far as I could 
karn from her character when after-- 
Wards 
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wards I had the curioſity to enquire into 
it: — Mrs. at firſt was much 
pleas'd with her, as ſhe us'd to come and 
fit with her whenever Mr. ****** was n 
duty, and diverted her with relating all 
the little occurrences ſne could hear of in 
the neighbourhood ; — bur the good - will 
ſtre had for her was but of ſhort continu- 
ance, as will preſently appear.  _ 


Ten years of marriage had taken from 
Mr. * nothing of his juvenile viva- 
eity, of which it is impoſſible for any 
man to have more; — he was for ever 
finging, laughing, dancing, jumping, or 
playing ſome gambol with whoever was 
m company; — Mits Molly being exact- 
ly of the ſame humour, neither of them 
could fit ſtill a moment when they were 
together. — As Mrs. was of a more 
fedate diſpoſition, and could not make a 
party in their httle tricks, this behaviour 
foon grew very diſagreeable to her; — ſhe 
thought herfelf neglected by both, and 
that they were too much taken up with 
one another, till, ſtep by ſtep, that poiſon- 
ous paſſion, jealoufy, got poſſeſſion of her 
mind, and ſhe imagin'd there were ſome- 
what between. them which ought not to 
have been. | | 


She conceal'd her fuſpicions, however, 
from her huſband, reſolving. not t ac- 
| : cuſe 
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euſe till ſhe had it in her power to con- 
vict; — to that end ſhe employ'd ſpies 
to watch him and Miſs Molly whenever 
they were both out of her ſight; — theſe: 
emiſſaries frequently brought intelligence 
where they were, but never that theß 
were together: — this, however, did not 
fatisfy her; for a mind once enflam'd-- 
with the fever of jealouſy, will till thirſt 
after either what is not in reality, or if it 

is, is impoſſible to be obtain? d. 


She had, by her own confeſſion, con- | 
tinued theſe fruitleſs enquires for upwards. | 
of two months, without being able to: 
find any thing which ſhe could interpret J 
into a proof of what ſhe ſtill could not 
forbear believing, till one night, when 
they were in bed, her huſband being in a. 
profound ſleep, ſuddenly catch*d her in 
his arms, and cried, — My dear, dear 
« Molly! — little did 1 once hope this- 
© happineſs.*-— The force with which he 
utter d theſe words, it is likely, diffoly'd 
the pleafing idea which had ſo much 
tranſported his imagination, for it ſeems 
he turn'd away and ſpoke no more, but 
did not awake. | "Te! 


This was, to Mrs. 4 as full a 
confirmation of her huſband's guilt, as if 


me had in reality beheld him with her 
| a | 7 8 ſap- 
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fuppos'd rival in the act of ſhame ; — 
but tho? ſhe had long wanted that aſſur- 
ance ſhe now thought hexſclt poſſeſs'd of, 
yet did the imginary certainty involve 


her in much greater agonies than any. + 


1 been inflicted on her by ſuſpencs. 


She got out of bed that inſtant, — 
threw open the window, — put on her 
cloaths by moon-light, and all the time 
ſhe was doing this ſtamp'd and rav'd to 
herſelf rather like an inhabitant of Bed- 
lam than a reaſonable creature. — Fhe 
noiſe ſhe made fully awak'd Mr.. *, 
but it was ſome » ha before he could 

rſwade himſelf that he was ſo; — he 
wer words from his wife which he 
could never have thought her capable of 
uttering; and as he had not the leaſt notion 
what could have put her into this fury, 
as half afraid ſne was indeed ſeiz'd with 
ſome ſudden frenzy, — he call'd to her 
to know what was the matter, and if ſhe 
was not well; — te which queſtions ſhe 
anſwer'd only with revilings ; but tho? 
her expreſſions were all wild and incorrect, 
yet the name of Miſs Molly often re- 
peated, and the tranſport he had teſti- 


fied in his dream, gave him at laſt to 
underſtand the truth. 


os 
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c F lacs fooliſh woman, cg Foot to 
her, between jeſt and anger, is all this 
rage occaſion'd by a dream, and no 
very wonderful one neither? — Do you 
not know that I have a ſiſter Molly in 
Jamaica, who, is very dear to me? — - 
And can it ſeem ſtrange to you, that 
« imagining as I did in my fleep, that ſhe 
was come over to England, "atone; ex 
+ n, Fier me? 41 


« You are a lyar and villain, cried ſhe, 
it was not your ſiſter, but your ſtrum- 
pet you were ſo fond on in your ſleep. 

* — In ſpeaking theſe words ſhe ſnatch'd 
a baſon of water, which ſhe had waſh*d 
her hands in the night before, and threw 
it in his face, and all over him, as he lay 
in bed. — He own'd to me, that at this 
action he was no longer maſter of him- 
ſelf; — he ſeiz' d her by the - ſhoulders, 
and ſcarce knowing what he did, gave her 
two or three blows , — ſhe ſcream'd out 
out murder; — but it not being yet 
break of day, all the family were buried 
in ſleep, and neither heard nor came to 
her aſſiſtance. | 


Mr. * Ax, a little recover'd from the | 
firſt heat of his paſſion, forced her in- 
to a chair, and began to reaſon with her 

on 
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on the folly and injuſtice ſhe was guilty 
of ; but, convinced in her own mind that 
all he faid was falfe, and more enrag*d 
than before by the blows ſhe had Tesch, 
would liſten to no arguments he urg' d, 
and continued railing and loading him 
with the moſt opprobrious names her fur) 
could invent, till, breathleſs, with the force 
of enervate rage, ſhe fell into a fort of 
fit: — he had nothing near him to apply, 
ſo ran and rouz'd the maid to come to 
her aſſiſtance, but return'd not into the 
chamber himſelf; and as he was to go 
upon duty very early i in the morning, as 
feon as he had got himſelf dreſs'd went 
to walk on the pier, in order to compoſe 


his mind after the ſtrange wle it had 
ſuſtain'd. | 


On coming to herſelf, and miſling her 
huſband, ſhe look'd on his having left 
her in that condition as a freſh inſult, and 
immediately took a reſolution to quit him 
for ever and go to London with her 


Children, chufing rather to ſubmit to the 


moſt ſervile and hard labour for their 
ſupport, than to continue with a man 
whom ſhe now ſet down in her thoughts 


as the moſt talſe and moſt inhuman of 
5 whe ſex. | 


Fully 
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Fully determin'd not to ſleep another 
night in Dover, ſhe pack d up her things 
and got herſelf and children ready for 

the journey, after having agreed with a 
man who kept a little waggon to carry 
them as far as Canterbury, where ſhe in- 
tended to take the cheapeſt conveyance 
ſhe could procure for London. — Mr. 
*###** came home in the midſt of theſe 
1 and was amaz' d and ſhock'd 
beyond expreſſion; — he repreſented ta 
ber the wildneſs of her deſign, and the 
ruin it muſt bring on the whole family if 
put into execution; but ſhe was deaf to 
all perſwaſions, and mutual altercations 
were beginning to be renew'd between 
them when I enter'd. 8] 


Ass this ſtory was related partly by the 
one and partly by the other, it was fre- 
quently interrupted by reproaches on each 
| ide alternately, which gave me an op- 
- | Pportunity of expoſtulating with both on 
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5 their ſeveral miſtakes. — I eaſily made 
. Mr. * ſee how unbecoming it was 
1 in a married man to toy too much with 
8 young women, or uſe any familiarities 
Jy with them, which, tho' free from any 


criminal intention on either ſide, might 

afford occaſion for cenſure ; and I allo, at 

7 laſt, convinced Mrs, ****##, that nothing 
3 could 
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could be more natural than for her huſ- 
band to dream of a ſiſter- whom he ſo 
much lov'd, and had not ſeen for a long 
time; and that as ſhe had no other proof 
of his falſhood than merely that dream, 


her ſuſpicions had greatly wrong'd both 


him and Mitfs Molly. 


e ine; my arguments were ſo ſucceſs- 


ful as to bring about an entire reconcilia- 
tion; — they flew into each other's arms, 
— confeſs'd they had been both to blame, 
and melted into tears of joy and tender- 
neſs; and this evening, which -had like 
to have prov'd ſo fatal to the peace of 
the whole family, concluded with all the 
demonſtrations of mutual affection that 
could be given. 


Few anodes: between married peo- 
ple, when arriv'd at the pitch this was, 


ever ended ſo happily. — I would there - 


fore fain perſwade every man who is 


a huſband, of what degree ſoever, to 


avoid giving his wite any cauſe of com- 
plaint in a thing which it 1s ſo very eaſy 


jor him to reſtrain himſelf 5 being 


_ of. 
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8 E C 12 IE: 
The manner in which it will be moſt 
proper for a married Man to carry 
himſelf towards the Maid. e 


of bis family. 


Hope no man who. is a 2 huſband, will 

think that in this ſection, or ane 
others, I deſcend to particulars too minute 
to merit his attention; — experience 
ſhews us that many things, which in 
their beginning appear of little or no 
importance, are ſometimes productive of 
the greateſt miſchiefs; — the ſmalleſt 
grain of ſand thrown into the eye has 
often prov'd of dangerous conſequence, 
and a ſpark falling trom the ſnuff of a 
lighted candle been the occaſion of very 
terrible conflagrations. 


A very eminent author and philoſo- 
pher of the laſt age, compares conjugal 


love to a webb of ſo delicate a texture, 


that the leaſt bruſh upon it may occa- 
ſion a rupture, which, ſays he, if once 
made, is fcarce ever.ſo-well mended as to 
recover its firſt beauty. 


* 
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1 have already, in a former 


warn'd a huſband againſt the folly of in- 


terfering in domeſtic affairs, and pretend- 
ing to give directions to maid-ſervants , 
but there is another weaknels he may be 


guilty of in relation to them, which will 


not only leflen his own dignity as maſter, 
but may alſo be the cauſe of a good deal 
of diſcontent to his vile. 


7 


What 1 mean is eine too familiar, 


entering inte little converſations with 


them, and queſtioning them on things 


in which they have no manner of con- 
cern; or if they have, ought more pro- 
perly to be left to the examination of their 

miſtreſs. 


I know ſeveral men who are extremely 
ford of playing the wag, as they call it, 
with their maid-ſervants, — rallying them 
about their ſweet-hearts, — and talking 
merrily to them on the ſcore of love and 
marriage. — I love mightily, will ſuch a 
one cry, to ſee the -girls bluſh and look 
filly; — they mean no harm in this, but 
1 believe, nay am pretty well affur'd, that 
too much of this ſort of cotiveiſation,, eſ- 
pecially from a maſter, has made many a 
once ſhy and baſhful maid, at laſt be- 
come not only incapable of bluſhing 8 
* All, 


* WY — Wha. . tan oo._ 3 
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all, but even bold enough to return all 
his jokes with intereſt. „ 


It is certain that nothing is more evi- 
dent than that a man, by this idle and 


unthinking way of behaviour, loſes him- 


ſelf all che reſpect and authority which a 
maſter of a family ought always to main- 
tain over his domeſtics; but this is not 
the worſt conſequence. likely to enſue;:— 
a maid ſtands in need of a much greater 
ſhare of prudence than can be expected 
from her education, who being thus en- 
tertain'd by her maſter does not become 
pert, aſſuming, and neglectful of all the 
duties of her place. e 


When R to be the caſe, as by 


the way it very ſeldom proves otherwiſe, 


it naturally follows that the miſtreſs will 


reprimand the remiſſneſs of her ſervant; 
— the ſervant, inſtead of making any ex- 


ceuſe for her fault, will return an imper- 


tinent or ſawcy anſwer; and as the one 
grows more juſtly auſtere, the other will, 
in proportion, grow more arrogant and 
careleſs z — thus begins a diſcord which 
ſoon extends itſelf much farther, * 


A girl whoſe mind is made vain, and 
perverted in the manner I have been 
ipeaking of, will not confine her career 
_ ra" 
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td the bounds of home, — ſhe will whiſ- 

il per it among all the ſervants in the neigh- 

| bourhood, and in every ſhop ſhe goes into, 

1 that her miſtreſs is a proud, ill- natur d. 
vapouriſh woman; — that ſhe is pleaſed 
with nothing, and does not know when 
fhe- is well ſerved and adds, that there 
would be no living in the family if her 
maſter were not the beſt humour'd'man 
in the world; — the filly creature either 
forgeting, or not regarding that what ſhe 
fays on this laſt account, may give room 
for conjectures little to the advantage of 

a herſelf or maſter, * ; 


C3 a TY oy any „ ee of redtouſy 
| in her compoſition, they will probably 
if EkKklindle into a blaze, and then who can 
anſwer for the miſchiefs that may beta]? 

— Bur if her diſcretion, a good opinion of 
herſelf, or a perfe& confidence in her 

| * huſband's s affection, defend her from the 
| effects of that outragious, that diſtracting 
2 paſſion, yet it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
that to find the buſineſs of her houſe neg- 
lected, her commands lighted, her perſon 
irceverently treated, her character tra- 
duced, by the perſon who eats her bread, 
and receives wages for making her as eaſy 
as poſſible in all theſe circumſtances, is ſuf- 
Eicient to diminiſh, if 1 Not t quite erace her 
ttender- 
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tenderneſs for the man whoſe folly has 
been the occaſion of her ill e 8 


I am almoſt ion that no man' ha 
is a huſband, and endued with even a to- 
lerable Thare of underſtanding, will in- 
dulge ſo ridiculous a propenſity, if he 

once gives himſelf time to conſider ſe- | 

riouſly on the many diſorders it muſt | 

infallibly occaſion in his family: — but | 

as there are ſome people who are utter | 
enemies to all reflection, of what kind —_— 

| 

| 

| 

| 


ſoever, it is for their ſakes I write theſe 
admonitions, to the end that without any 
pains. to themſelves, they may fee at one 


view the dangers to which they are liable | 
to be l | | f1 = 


I hope no one will ſo far miſtake my 
meaning, as to imagine I am aiming to 
recommend harſhneſs and auſterity in the 

head of a family towards his ſervants, — 
| no, — on the contrary, I would: have 
him behave with the utmoſt gentleneſs 
and humanity to them, both in his words 
; and actions; — I would have him be a 
| kind inaſter;: a beneficent patron, and a 
: firm protector, in caſe of any injury or 
4 inſult attempted to be offer'd to them 
.— . would only have him not deſeend 
7 to be their companion, but always to take 
1 care to obſerve a decent reſerve, and a 
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tecoming diſtance with them, as it is by 
that alone he can expect to ſecure them 


in their ane & or hynſl in his au- 
tnority over them. | 


That too much familiarity with infe- 


riors is apt to beget contempt, is a vulgar 


adage in the mouth of every one; and 1 
am very certain that in private life there 
is no one circumſtance in which it is more 
neceflary to be remember' d than in this 
I am now ſpeaking of; I ſhould there- 
fore be glad that every man, addicted to 
the humour of being over free with the 
ſervants, eſpecially his maids, would 
have engrav'd on the head of his cane or 
che lid of his ſnuff-box, ſomething like 
theſe words: 


5 ener FER you ate a maſter, 
# and do nothing which may forfeit te 
+ reſpe&t owing to the Ration Heaven 
6 # has placed you in.” _ 


As Philip king of Macedon, fearing to 
Ve too much puff d up with earthly gran- 
deur, made his chamberlain awake him 
Every morning with theſe words: 


s Remember, W 2 that thou at bur 
f a man, | 


c 
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It is certain a man may fall into as 
great errors by debaſing as by elating 
himſelf too much; — the various paſ- 
ſions and propenſities of human nature 
are, for the moſt part, ſo inconſiſtent 
with right reaſon, and withal ſo ſtrong, 
that every one ſtands in need of being, 
ſome way or other, reminded what he is, 


or he will be in great danger of not act- 


ing conformable to the character he o_ 
to maintain. 


A gentleman of great fortune and di- 


ſtinction, who died not many years paſt, 


fearing that his ſoa might be contami- 
nated with the vices he then found were 
beginning to ſpread through the nation, 
caus'd a fine jewel, which had long been 
in the family, to have engrav'd on the 
circle of it theſe words : | 


Never forget that you are rn 
from the ancient and loyal family of 
the r, and never be tempted to 
< deviate from the principles of your an- 
< ceſtors.* 


Here my imagination roves; — bor 1 
muſt call home my wandering ideas, and 
recollect that I ought to confine them to 


che ſubje& I am upon, of which I think 
L have. already ſaid ſufficient, 
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The treatment which is expected, and 
ought to be given to a fick Wife, y 
every man who either is, or defires | © 


1 to be Jook'd upon as a good Huſband. 


VERY hufband is ſenſible that he is 
bound, by the promiſe he made be- 
fore the altar, to love, to cheriſh, and 

[ to ſupport his wife in ſickneſs as well as 
1 In health ; — but I am extremely ſorry to 
obſerve that there are ſome men, I am 
afraid too many, who perform this duty 
in ſo ſullen and ungracious a manner, 
that it ſeems rather the effect of mere 
compulſion than a free good - will. 


It is too known a trutk for any one to 

- Aeny, that the affections of the mind have 
ſo great an influence over the body, that 
here the former is diſcompos'd the latter 
cannot be quite eaſy : — but this is more 
eſpecially, felt in fickneſs; becauſe the 
animal powers being then weaken'd, we 
are leſs able to reſiſt the attacks of any 
vexatious accident: — in vain the phy- 
ſician preſcribes, — the apothecary pre- 
Pares, — the careful nurſe „ 7 
3 „„ cdle 
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little good can be hoped for from the 


medicine, if the heart of the patient be 


oppreſs'd with any anxious care, or poſ- 
ſels'd with any melancholy ideas; and 
this I may venture to atteſt, not only 
as my own opinion, but as | have" heard! 


it declar*d by ſeveral of the moſt learned 
of the faculty. | 


Jam certain that the tender aſſiduities, 
— the ſoft commiſeration of thoſe we 
love, not only greatly alleviates the pain, 
but alſo contributes to the cure of the 
diſeaſe z — whereas, on the contrary, # 
rugged, churliſh, or even a negligent be- 
haviour towards us, in the perſon who 
we might rather expect ſhould. partieipate 
in our ſufferings, ſinks us ſtill lower im 
the bed of ſickneſs, aſſiſts the hand of 


fate, and doubles every pang iaflicted 
on us. 


If ever a huſband: would be kind, — if 
ever he would endear himſelf,, — if ever 
he would prove the affection he ſo folemn- 
ly has vow'd, — this, therefore, is the 
time; — there; is no circumſtance in life 
which ſo much demands his care and his 
attention; — none in which his aſſiduities 
can be of greater benefit, and none in 


which his neglect of them can be more 
juſtly reſented. 


E-3 1 
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It is not enough that a man grudges 
nothing which he thinks neceſſary for the 


recovery of his wife's health; — he may 


fend for phyſician after phyſician, — have 


conſultation upon conſultation, — employ 
perſons to wait night and day at her bed- 


ſide, and watch her every breath, — yet 
if he leaves the care of all this entirely to 
others, they will loſe great part of the 
effect he may deſire; — nor will all he 
does be ſufficient to entitle him to the 
character of a perfect good huſband, — 
unleſs he ſtays much at home, refrains 
from all his accuſtom'd diverſions, — 
goes frequently into her chamber, — 
makes his own eyes the witneſſes that no- 


thing about her be neglected, and as often 


as ſhe is in a condition to be ſpoke to, 
pours into her ears the balm of fond con- 
dolence and compaſſion: — this is what 
a woman of any delicacy will doubtleſs 
expect, and is no more, in fact, than what 
a huſband who loves his wife with tender- 
neſs and — will not fail to obſerve. 


Here it may be objected, that a perſon 
who has a public employment or trade, 
or any other avocation on which the ſubs 


 fiſtence of himſelf and family depends, 
has not leiſure to behave in the manner 


I pro- 
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I propoſe ; — but to this I may anſwer 


; in the words of a well-known n 7 

4 Wherever there is a will ti is 4 
5 * Way.“ 

7 | — h 
N So even theſe may ſteal fo mak time 

t from their meals or from their repoſe, as 

) ro teſtify that kind concern it is their 
duty to expreſs as well as to feel. 

4 : 
e But what can be alledg⸗ d in vindication 

- of a man of fortune, who being indepen- 
8 dent, and wholly maſter of himſelf and 
— time, halt amuſe himſelf with the enter- 
— tainments of the theatre and ball, and 
a laugh away his hours in gay delights, 
n while the woman he is-bound to love lies 
„ languiſhing in a fever, or ſome other 
- equally dangerous diſtemper? Surely if 
if | cannot be wonder'd at, if on her recovery 
15 the remembrance of ſuch a behaviour 


at does not turn all the affection ſhe ever 
r- had for him into indifference, if no worſe. 


A friend of mine, who is a woman of 
n ſome wit, being in one of the boxes at 
2 the play-houſe, happen'd to meet there 
b- with a gentleman. of her acquaintance, 
8, whoſe wife ſhe knew lay at the point. of 
er death; — after the firſt ſalutation, ſhe 
o- accoſted him with. faying, © I hope, fir, 

' | E 4 your 


* 
pat aca . 5 — — 
24S 
9 * * — — — — 


e a ! ⁰¹ümA mm ² . ̃ — ͤ—“vlů3]6) . . SI >, 


n 


S 1 
20 5 


* 


* 
3 * * 9 
© e —— ay ro tg s - at 
oy . 
3 2 * 


% TT HUSBAND. Boox r. 


your lady is much better ?*.— No, 
< madam, anſwer'd he, I am told much 
« worſe, and that ſhe cannot outlive this 
night. — Oh, Heaven ! reſum'd the 


lady, I am ſurpris'd! — I did not 


doubt but that. ſhe was entirely out of 
danger, by ſeeing you abroad, — eſpe- 
« cially in ſuch a place as-this !' — Theſe. 

words, it ſeems; a little confounded; but 
more vex d him, and after a ſhort pauſe, 
I can find nothing, madam, in my be- 
© ing here to countenance your ſurpriſe, 

« return'd he; I did not marry to ſtay 
© always at home and make cordials and 


© poſſet-drinks: for a ſick wife.“ 


The lady, as ſhe n! inform 
me, was preparing to make an anſwer to 
theſe words, which, perhaps, would have 
been more ſtinging to him than what ſhe 
had ſaid before; but he took care to 
avoid the hearing it, by leaving that box 
directly and going into another on the 
other ſide of the houſe, where ſhe could 
only reproach him with her eyes. 

For my own 


„I ſhould i imagine it 


utterly impoſtible, if freſh: inſtances did 
not daily convice me of the truth of it, 
that any man of common reaſon, and 
happy in a polite education, could be 
capable of behaving in a manner not only 

unkind 
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unkind to his wiſe, but alſo inde in 
the face of the world. 8 


] have heard ſome people charitable” 


enough to impute this fault as merely 


owing to a certain indolence of nature. 
It may be fo, indecd; — but then that 
very indolence muſt doubtleſs proceed 
from the want of tenderneſs; and I-think 
I may eaſily venture to pronounce, that tile 
huſband who does not feel, in ſome" 
meaſure, the pains of his ſick wife, will 
never be able to taſte any refin'd rms 
with her: when in health. ”_ 


But as ae as a huſband 8 this 
claſs renders himſelf of the affection of a 
woman of a delicate way of thinking, 


there are others yet ſtill worſe; thoſe 1 


have already mention'd content them 
ſelves with the bare performance of their. 
duty; but thoſe I am about to ſpeak of, 

grumble to diſcharge that duty which 
even the laws of the land would exact 
from them: — every thing requir'd by 


a ſick wife, beyond the common neceſſa- 
ries of life, makes them knit their brews, 


and cry it is more than they can afford. 
— Tt is true, indeed, that the high fees 


of phyſicians in this country, more than 


any other in the world, the exorbitant 


bills of "(POLO the laviſhneſs and! 
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impertinence of ſome nurſes, give a kind 


of pretence to men of moderate fortunes 
for their ill humour on this ſcore. 


But if theſe men would conſider, that 
the misfortune has not happen'd through 
any fault of the poor ſuffering wife, but 
inflicted on them by the hand of Heaven, 
they would certainly ſubmit to it with 
greater patience, and retrench, as much 


as poſſible, all other erpences, in order to 
make this more eaſ y. 


There are a third fort of huſbands, 
who on the firſt ſymptoms of an indiſpo- 
fition in their wives appear tender even 
to an exceſs, — ſpare nothing that they 
can hear or think of for their relief, 
can ſcarce be prevail'd upon by the calls 
of buſineſs, or the perſwaſions of friends, 
to leave the ſick charmer for a moment; 
— yet if the diſtemper proves of any long 
continuance, grow weary of thoſe aſſidui- 
ties, — begin to leflen his cares, — 
degrees deny her many things which her 
-malady requires, — at laſt heartily wiſhes 
her dead, and wants but little of letting 
her know he does fo. — I know not 
whether this inequality of behaviour is 
not more grievous to a woman than either 
ot the foxmer I e mention d. 


* have 
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I bs heard-it faid that there are og 
huſbands ſo ſavage in their nature, but 
I hope the number of ſuch is not many, 
who to avoid allowing the means proper 


for the recovery of a wife that labours 


under any diſeaſe, affect not to believe 
her indiſpoſition real, — cry, — that-ſhe 
complains only to be the more indulg'd,, 


— and, inſtead of pitying, FUN: cher | 
every groan. 


It is certain indeed that a a by this: 
aſliſtance of religion, and the conſidera- 


tion of what is owing to her own cha- 


racter in the world, may be enabled to 
continue the practice of her duty after 
ſuch uſage; but it is neither in nature 
nor in reaſon to expect ſhe can retain any 
degree of affection for the man from 


whom ſhe receives it. 


I much doubt however, that upon a+ 
ſtrict examination it would be found, that- 
on a provocation of this kind, chere are 
more women who facrifiee every thing to 
their reſentment, than thoſe who ſacrifice 
their reſentment to their duty. | 


For as the ingenious: Mrs. Behn, who» 
ARE her ſex perfectly well, makes the 


E 6 herving 2 


heroine of one of her Plays ſay on a re 
occaſion, 


; 


« *Tis love and gratitude alone can 
bind % 

* wand ring heart, or fix a pre. 
 rous mind. | 

Honour and faith are but mere 
empty names, 


When pride and vengeance our at- | 


* tention claims.“ 


In fine, that huſband who does not treat 
his wife in fickneſs with the ſame un- 
wearied care and tenderneſs which he 
would wiſh to be treated with himfelf, if 
in the like condition, can never be ſaid 
to regard her as his own fleſh, or to pay 


any reſpect to the ſacred inſtitution that 
made Her ſo. © 
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Parti es of Pleaſure, how far a Wi 74 
cugbt to be indulged in them, and ibe 
danger of a Huſband's. making long 
. frequent excur fonts from Pome. 


W HAT ] take to de meant on! 
Wertes f pleaſure is, when half a 
dozen, or a more or leſs number of in- 
tiwate acquaintance, agree to £0 abroad 
together and-divert themſelves as well as 
they can at ſome place or other they hap- 
pen to pitch upon; — they ſet out with 
a reſolution to paſs their hours in inno- 
cent. merriment, and to be pleas'd with 
every thing they meet with, though it 
ſhould prove much leſs elegant than what 
they left behind them at home. | 
Women are naturally extremely fond) 
of theſe little relaxations, eſpecially when 
young and gay, are new to the cares of 
life, have no children, nor any extraor- 
dinary avocation to take up their minds 
an give them a more ſerious turn; wo 
there are very few thinzs, therefore, in 
which a hufband can more oblige his wife, 
than in humouring her in this point. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, he will alſo find it his beſt policy 
to do ſo; becauſe, by promoting fre- 
quent parties of pleaſure with perſons he 
approves of, and always making one in 

them himſelf, he will prevent her from 
forming any without him, and, as it 
may chance, with company leſs conſiſtent 
with her reputation to be feen with. 


J cannot help contemning, though at 
the ſame time 1 pity the folly of a man, 
who either through a cloudy ſullenneſs 
of diſpoſition, or niggardly grudging what 
he may think an unneceſſary expence, 
always evades whatever propoſals are 
made to him of this kind by his friends, 
as it is the odds of an hundred againft 
one, that he only. denies himſelf his 
ſhare in that ſatisfaction which his wife 
will not be depriv*d of enjoying, either 
clandeſtinely or in an open defiance of his 


wilt, 


The ſureſt way to keep a woman of 
any ſpirit or vivacity from running into 
extravagant or unwarrantable amuſements, 
is to indulge her in thoſe which are both 
moderate and innocent, than which, in my 
opinion, none can be call'd more truly ſo 
than theſe parties of pleaſure, when com- 
Pos d of worthy perſons, who Join with || - 
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© crime, if it ſhould bappen to prove what 


can 


no other deſign than to exhilerate the 
minds of each other. '— ed 
In a word, — as they are no more than 
one of the regales of life, and none more 
unhurtful, or leſs liable to be attended 
with any bad conſequences, I am ſur- 
priz d that any man of common ſenſe 
ſhould run the riſque of a brulce with the 


partner of his boſom on that account. 


But there are ſome huſbands of a yet 
more unreaſonable way of thinking, — 
men who will allow their wives to take 
no ſort of diverſion, yet indulge them- 
ſelves in all, and purſue with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs every thing that has the face of 
pleaſure, as if it were for them alone that 
nature has beſtow'd and art improv'd 
all the delights and enjoyments of the 
creation; and woman, as an inferior part, 
muſt place her whole felicity, as well as 


make it her perpetual ſtudy, to contribute 


to the ſatisfaction of her lordly maſter. 


Severe, indeed, it muſt be confeſs'd, is 


the fate of that woman who is yoak' d to 
ſuch a tyrant; and I hope I ſhall not be 


thought to go too far when I ſay, that al- 


moſt any courſe ſhe takes, either to be re- 


veng'd on him or to conſole herſelf, the 


— 
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can be juſtly call'd ſo, will be half abſolvd 
by the provocation; and pity will accom- 
pany the blame chat falls upon her. 


The leaſt a man can do, is doubtleſs to 
take very ſparingly thiſe pleaſures or 
amuſements which he refuſes to his wife, 
provided they are ſuch as befit her ſex; 
for there are ſome peculiar to the men, 
and which no prudent woman will deſire 
to ſhare. 


1 would: however, perſwade every man 
to refrain from all long and frequent ex- 
curſions from home on any pretence what- 
ſoever ; — becauſe the calls of buſineſs 
muſt always be complied. with; and 
I can ſcarce believe that any woman will 
be ſo weak as to: reſent or be uneaſy 

at her huſband's abſence when ſhe knows F 
it is for e common good. 


But when a man greedily be hola of 
every opportunity of being abroad, — 
rambles down to Epſom, — thence to 
Tunbridge, - — then to Bath, — and fo 
on to as many places as are frequented by 
the gay world, taking his round of plea- 
ſure, While his wife is left at home, per- 
haps employ'd in making ſhirts. or ſome 
other piece of work, againſt his return; 
ea this, I mutt: * has ſomething in 
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ſo very careleſs, ſo unkind, ſo diſreſpect⸗ 
fal, that no woman of ſpirit can content 
herſelf with eb 


To conclude, — A man who is de- 
firous of acquiring the reputation of a. 
good huiband, — would have his family 
well govern'd, and his wife always faith 
ful, chearful, and obliging, muſt never go 
about to (deprive her entirely of thoſe re- 
creations to which ſhe may have been ac- 
cuilom?'d ; but as the moſt innocent may 
be inconvenient, if too often repeated, toi 
the end ſhe may-take them the more: 
ſeldom, he: ſhould endeavour” to make: 
home as pleaſing to her as poſſible, which: 
can only be done by. ſtaying much in 
it himſelf, and behaving, while there ini 
fomewhat like the manner deſcrib'd in the 
k-ycnth ſection in this book.. 19635 151 
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SECT. XII. 


The behaviour of a good Hiutsband to 2 
Wife in abſence, when e, by 
Wg 

HERE are many accidents in life 
1 which may oblige the moſt fond 
and tender huſband to be abſent: from: his 
wife for a much longer time than either 
of them could wiſh; — but then his re- 
luctance at parting, — the tranſports he 
expreſſes on returning to her arms, will 
keep her from feeling any uneaſy emo- 
tions on account of his affection during 
their ſeparation, and give a double reli ſh 
to the joys his preſence 2 0095 on their 

| I 94 


But all this may be feign'd, will ſome 
4 lay : — tis true it may, and I 

lie ve very often is fo ; but, ſuppoſing 
that to 3 the caſe, if the fallacy car- 
ries with it ſo near a reſemblanee to truth 
as not be diftinguiſh'd from it, a wife 
thus happily” decciv d is no leſs contented 
than the reality would 2 her. 


Beſides, the conſtalne a man —_ et- 
farily put * himſelf in eounterfeiting 
paſſions 
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he is inſenſible of, is, at leaſt, * 
| — that he has ſome conſideration of 

the perſon for whoſe ſake he does it; 
and that the continuance of her affection 
is of conſequence to him, tho* it is not 
in his power perhaps to return it in an 
adequate proportion: — this very diſſimu- 
lation theretore in him, if by any accident 
ſhe diſcovers it to be ſuchywill, it I know 
any thing of womankind, be partly juſti- 
fied by che motive; ; and as it gratifies 
her pride, tho* not her love, will more 
eaſily be forgiven than a haughty diſre- 
gard or a total indifference. 


So that upon the whole, whether a 
man has a more or leſs degree of af- 
fection for his wife, it certainly is no fault 
in him to diſplay it to the beſt advantage 
he can, to the end that if compelFd to be 
ſeparated from her for any length ef time, 
he may leave her poſſeſs d of ſuch render 
ideas of him, as will effectually keep her 
from doing any thing in his abſence 
which he may have cauſe to complain of 
on his return. | 

It 2 him, however, to confirm 
her belief of his affection, which is the 
moſt ſure means of confirming her in the 
conſtant practice of her duty, to let fe 
poſts eIcape without writing to her, and to 

renew 
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renew in his letters all thoſe proteſtations- 
of an inviolable fidelity which he made 
to her on taking leave. 4 


But 1 believe I need only * to the 
experience of my readers in this point ; — 
J dare ſay, that there are very few of them 
who are not convinced. of the great effia- 
cy. of a tender well wrote ſetter. — The 
ingenious Mr. Philip Maſſenger, in one of 
bis poems, has a ſentiment which I can- 
not help thinking extremely juſt as well: 
applicable to this ſubject. — Theſe are 
the words in which he expreſſes himſelt ; 


: Lakers from thoſe we love make 
© deeper ſtamp 
a e the mind, than if engrav'd on 
plates 
$56 Of braſs, or adamant; — the inde- 
© lible marks | 
No time eraces, nor no ruſt con- 
© ſumes;z 
© They're fied for ever on. the me- 
* mory, | 
And death ow 
Perhaps, not even death itſelf, obli- 
© terates.* | 


I would not here be underſtood that a 
man ſhould put his invention to the 
ſtretch for florid ſpeeches, far-tetch'd me- 

taphors, 


8 


— 
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taphors, and high-flown hyperboles in 
writing to his wife: — no, — it is not 
the bulineſs of a huſband to ſhew his wit 
and learning. but his love, in theſe epiſtles; 
and if what he ſays ſeems to proceed from 
the. heart, it will carry with it more 


weight and energy Than all: the rhetoric 
n the ichools can teach. 


A letter of the Cat: Fy mean, 1 A 
gentleman to his Wife, happen'd acciden- | 
tally into my hands, and I think will be 
no unwelcome preſent to the public, as it 
appears to me to have in it that ſimplicity 


which is the es mark of true afſec- 
tion. | | 


4 


N 4 


| To Mrs. 8, 


« Soul of my Soul, 


4 FE is with a great deal of pleaſure, 
« 4 becauſe I know it will give ſome to 
you, that I acquaint you with my ſafe 
arrival at **** this day about eleven, 
after a journey which had nothing diſ- 


»C 


66 agreeable in it but the reflection that 


every minute carried me ſtill farther 
from the belt part of myſelf: my friends 
« receiv'd me with a welcome which I 
have no cauſe to doubt the ſincerity of ; 
but the moſt P aling part of it is the 
4. 56. news 


AQ 


* 
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< news that by my brother's care my 
« affairs are put in ſuch a forwardnels 


4 that inſtead of two months being de- 


4 tain'd here, as I fear'd, I now flatter 
„ myſelf that in leſs than half that time I 
4 ſhall be able to ſet out again for Lon- 
<< don, yet even that ſeems an age. — Oh! 
<< my love, it is but three days ſince I left 
<< you, yet am I impatient to return to 
<< you and the precious pledges of our mu- 
<< tual affection. — Methinks I hear my 
little Charley cry, .— a pI when 
will my papa come home? — and any 
«< ſweet Louiſa, in her imperfect, and as 
ac yet but half \form'd accents, liſp out, 
« — Where is dada? — I wiſh their in- 
4 nocent prattle, at which you us'd to 
« ſmile, may not now make you ſad ; — 
6 but let it not, I beſeech you, — I re- 
ce —1 the injunction J gave you at part- 
„ ing, that you will take care of your- 
« ſelf, and ſpare rothing that may con- 
tribute to chear your "ſpirits ; — this 
“ is all the proof I ſhall ever exact 
of your obedience as a wife. — Fare- 
* wi, thou deareſt, thou everlaſting 
4 treaſure of my ſaul; — my heart 
„ ſwells with a thouſand tender things, 
4 but the poſt waits, and I have time 
'<« to add no more, than that all here 


hw flute you with their beſt good 22 
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« and that I am, what J hope you want 
nothing to be convinced of, . 


6 Deareſt life, 
6 Your moſt en 
And ever faithful huſband, 


£6 6 nn,, 20 


The receſſes 6f the * can on!. 2 
diſcover'd by the all- ſeeing eye of 
ven; and I will not take upon me to 4 
termine whether this gentleman in reality 
felt all that fervency 1 paſſion he pre- 
tended for his wife; but this I may ven- 
ture to ſay, that if his behaviour was in 
any meaſure conformable to his profeſ- 


ions, ſhe had no reaſon to be diſfatisfied, 


End -of the FIxsT Book. 
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On what ſeems the beſt 3 fo pre- 
vent any ill humaur between a Huſ- 


Sand ph his Wife, on the ſcore of 
wwhat is call-d running caſh, 


EXP Fe HERE is ſuch an inchantment 
$8 T & in money to moſt people, that 
were all the goods of the whole 
world .at their command, borh 
for their own uſe and to beſtow on thoſe 
Bey: had a mind to favour, yet would 


: they 
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they not be content without having ſome 
portion of the darling ſpecie i in their poſ- 
ſeſſion. | „ A - 


We are, Adee from our very inflncys” 
taught to ſet a value upon money; — we 
receive ſome ſmall pittance of it from the 
firſt uſe we make of pockets. — As we - 
increaſe in years the allowance, is aug- 
mented in proportion; and being thus 
early accuſtom'd to love it, it is not to 
be wonder'd at, that when we come to 
maturity we ſhould think ' ourſelves un- 
happy in the want of it, even tho' we 
had no immediate call to make uſe of it. 


5 
| 
| 
N 
ö 
} 


Yet, covwidhfimdibg this; I once dd 
a huſband ſay, — What buſineſs has 
my wife with money! — I take care to 
provide every thing neceſſary both for 
© her and the family; — and it by chance 
any trifling circumſtance ſhould be o- 
© mitted, 1 ſhall be willing to remedy that 
a deficiency on her 108 me. a 
As no woman ought, and no woman of 
ſenſe will expect to be the ſole keeper of 
her husband's purſe, yet would it be quite 
as unreaſonable in him to exclude her en- 
tirely from it; — ſhe has an undoubted 
right to ſhare with him in every thing, and 
0 not be reduced to the condition of 
F a pe- 


As his. 


There are ſome couples who, in order 


to prevent, as they may imagine, all heart - 


. - burnings and altercations between them. 


on this account, agree that the money ap- 


propriated to common uſes ſhail be thrown 
into a box, or the draw of a buroe, of 


1 


which both having their ſeparate key, 
each, without troubling the other, may 
take out at pleaſure whatever they have, 
or think they have o caſion for ; — but 
this is a method which I can by no means 
approve of, as it gives too great a latitude 


to a wife inclin*d to be extravagant, and 


is liable to render the moſt frugal one 
ſuſpected, either thro* ſome miſtake in the 
ſum depoſited, or the huſband's forget- 


ing how far he himſelf may have di- 


miniſh'd it: — both have wonder'd it 
has: been ſo ſoon exhauſted, — each has 5 
alternately accus'd- the other; — ſo that 
inſtead of anſwering the end propos d by 


this mutual liberty, it has often given riſe 


to very high diſputes, . and even laſting | 


diſſentions. 


According to my opinion, and the beſt 
obſervation 1 have been able to make, the 
moſt certain way of avoiding all conten- 
tion on this head, is for the huſband to 


put 
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a petitioner for what is as much her own 


E we oy A Bd 
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put into his wife's s hands every tatbnday 
or monday morning, as much money as 
they ſhall both agree in thinking conve- 
nient for their circumſtances to allow for 


the expences of EL. 6. per week. 


This money is to be left entirely to the 
wife's management, — the huſband ou ght 
to concern himſelf no farther about it; 
and if ſhe takes care to provide as well 
and as plentifully as he has reaſon to ex- 
pect, he ought not to enquire gar the. 
prices of any particular, nor is ſhe lig'd d 
to give him an account; — if Segel e 
by her good ceconomy, { the « can ſave any 
thing at the week's end, it is undoubtedly. 
her own, and to be diſpes'd N. as 35 


thinks Proper. 


In regard if invitations, to company. 
— it would be highly unreaſonable in 
him to expect ſhe ſhould furniſh. an en- 
tertainment out of the ſum ſhe ordinarily 
expended. for the common neceſſaries of 
life; — he mult therefore add to her 5 
allowance on theſe occaſions in Far B 
to the number of the gueſts, and the man- 
ner in which he would have them treated. 


1 E 


IF am very ſenſible, however, that | this 


7 


is liable to objections from both parties; $46 
— ſome wives will complain that their 
* " bhp __allow- + 
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allowance is not- ſufficient to defray. the 


expences they are at, and ſome husbands 


that their tables are not ſo well ſupplied 
as they have reaſon to expect ; — but 
theſe cavils are not ſo much owing to the 
method of proceeding I recommend, as 
to che unhappy diſpoſition of the perſons 


concern'd, — as I think it will be very 


ei for me to make appear. 


+" QC vr Gee never to be concluded 
upon without being firſt ſeriouſly delibe- 
Sm Pony the husband and the wife; 
— he ſhoul 


— 


world, and alſo what ſuits with the cir- 
cumſtances of his fortune: — the wife 


- He well conſider what ſort -of 
living will befit the rank he holds in the 


ſhould calculate, as well as ſhe is able, how 
far the ſum he offers will anſwer the pur- 


poſe he intends; — but as it is much 
more eaſy for him to allot than for her 
do aſcel 


9 „ © 


tain herſelf whether that allot- 


„ 


ment will ſuffice, it will be prudent in 


her, before ſhe gives her final anſwer, to 


make an eſſay of thręe or four weeks, 


” * n 
® * 7 


> 


— and then, either ſtand, to the preſent. 


en T1311 » FRYE NIL | f $445 
- agreement, or inſiſt on ſuch an augmen- 


tation as ſhe ſhall find neceff 
After ſuch a regulation I know of 
nothing in relation to domeſtic expences 


huſ- 


"Blige n fe fee ebener per een 


* 4 7 
, », . 
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a husband and his wife, except mere _ilP- 
nature, and à deſire of contention either 
on the one ſide or the other. 3 44 
L cannot, 3 take ZAR) of this 
ſubject without reminding a husband. that | 
either the inclemency of the weather, — = 
extraordinary taxes faid by the govert- 
ment, — draughts, — inundations, and 


many other aceidents, may greatly raife 


the price of proviſion at particular times ; 
— he ought not, therefore, in ſuch a caſe, 
to murmur if he finds his table leſs ele- 
gantly ſupplied than uſual, — but reſolve 
either to- content himſelf with the diminu- 
tion of his viands, or make an addition 
to his allowance, till the ſcarcity is over 
and the markets become more Poser 


The nobility, and others of f 55 very 


elevated ſtation; Who leave t iſe! mate 
ters entirely to the management of * "their 


ſtewards and houfe- keepers, It 1s. certain. | 
have no manner. of concern in tleſe ad- 


monitions; and did I Write for them 


alone, ſhould aſk. their Pardon for 9 


2 * o * 1 


N of 80 whoſe lot is cats] in an in- 
ferior ſphere of life make much the greater 
part 0 the people, and confequently « of 


my readers, the Points contain'd in this, 
and ſome other ſections, could not be 


F 3 omitted 
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1 | | omitted in a work intended to be of as 
| 


general utility as poſſible, — ſtill keeping 
in my mind that true ſaying of the once 


1 celebrated Drayton : 

if As all the bounties of th Almighty 
Is 4 . 

It | 85 « 80 all alike ſhould be the a man $ 


A . PRE to be taken by. a Fu 
Sand aubo has a too Lac. monicus 
. Wife. 5 F 111 ö ; 


| 
- Arp 
| | aba a a 
ö 
| 


T is to very ſeldom that we ſee two 
pexſops meet in marriage, who are 
wake 102 the ſame diſpoſition and . hu- - 
mour in every thing, that it much be⸗ 
4 hoves a man, before he enters into that 
Il . ſtate, to guard well his heart againſt the 
v : work it might otherwiſe, ſuſtain on find- 
ing his wife differ extremely. from His 
way of e in ORE one dee 


1 t. | 
Nee | , ? 3017 ll l. 


3 


reaſon- 


4 


Sa, 
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reaſonings; — but it will yet leſs ſubmit 
to oppoſition, — every attempt to con- 
trol rather renders it more obſtinate ; — 
— may, indeed, prevent its break- 


ing into action, but the latent leeds wilt 
ſtill continue in the mind. 


Partmony Wu Pio are two 
ſuch jarring qualities, that where the one 
has dominion over the huſband, and the 
other over the wife, little ſatisfaction can 
be hoped for between them; and there 
requires the greateſt diſcretion and mo- 
deration, to keep not only themſelves. 
but their whole family, from being in- 
volved | in perpetual | broils and confulion, 
| Firſt, as wo parſimony; a man of 
FF liberal hoſpira le potion cannot but 
be very unhappy with a woman who 
treats as the utmoſt prodigality whatever 
zs beyond the common neceſſaries of life, 
| looks ſour on every one who happens 

| to take a dinner at their table, and is- 
ready to fall into fits on her huſbandꝰs 
giving | an invitation even to 5 beſt 
friend. | 


52 


This aifigreeadle Hops ity is the 
more hard to be dealt with, as it has in 


| ſome meaſure the appearance of a virtue, 
and among many people paſſes for ſuch. 
F 4 —— i | 
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A man who has a wife of this turn of 


thinking, no ſooner teſtifies his diſſatis- 
faction at her behaviour, on the ſcore of 
an over frugality, than ſhe preſently 


anſwers him in the words of the old pro- 


verb, That fools make feaſts, and wiſe 
men eat them; — and adds, that it 


would be highly ridiculous to expend in 


the furniſhing one meal for the enter. 


tainment of perſons who perhaps ſet no 

value on it, as much as would provide 
for the family for two, or it may be for 
three or four whole days; ; — that what- 
ever could be ſpar'd out of their income 


ought to be 3 laid up; — that 


ſickneſs, increaſe of taxes, and a thou- 


ſand other accidents, which ſhe will not 

fail to enumerate, may poſſibly happen; 

— but if providentiall y no [misfortunes 
| 


ſhould Ee to themſelves, they ought, 

however, to think of their poſterity, and 

1 3 all they can for choſe they leave be- 
ind. 1 


. It is in vain he argues that 2 cir- 
tumſtances of his fortune will very well 
afford much more than he requires to be 


done, — ſhe is not to be convinced by 
all he can ſay, and he has the mortifica- 


tion either of denying himſelf the pleaſure 
of ſometimes having 


him, or of ſeeing them treated with in- 


his friends about 
diffe- 


Sxer. 2. e 

difference and coldneſs, or, it may ba, 
with a rudeneſs which drives every one 
F᷑i᷑᷑n;? 9 
| kg 4 ND 2 . 

Nothing is" more common ah "Ye a 
man, when thus depriv*d of the ſociety 
of his friends at home, to order an en- 
tertainment for them at a tavern, in 
which, it cannot be doubted, but that he 
muſt be at a much greater expence than 
would ſpread a more elegant, as well as 
more W regale on his own table. 


I was once {acquainted with a gentle- 
man whoſe-wife was penurious to that 
excels, that on the leaſt Tathnation” of 
any one intendiſig to dine with him ſhe 
always tool care to provide the coarfeſt- 
piece of meat the market would afford, in 
order that the cheapneſs of the Joint 
might compenſate for What part Of, it: 
ſhould be edtehy* EN — guete. 2621 
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what he thought e too! keen, an a ee * 
QF (15 l 2009. K 7 F-8 

NIN Friend: Was A men addicted to no 

one Vice, nor to any extravagance; but 
he loved to live handſomely, to keep good 

company, and to receive them in a gen- 
F 5 . teel 


we 
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teel manner; 5 the behaviour of his wife 
therefore gave him a great deal of pain; 
— at firſt he expoſtulated with hen in the 
mildeſt terms, — 1 proceeded to more 
auſtere remonſtrances, — neither of which | 
had the leaſt effect upon her, — ſhe only 
reply'd in the ſame trite phraſes, I juſt 
now repeated; ſo that deſpairing of ſuc- 
ceſs by argument, he at laſt bethought 
himſelf of a ſtratagem which flatter'd him 
with ſome e of gaining hie Vein 3 — 
it Was this: ? < -. 0 ions 

My dear, ſaid he to her, I fave been 
s recapitulating in my mind all the ſe- 
« veral arguments I have heard you urge 
© in favour, of, frugality, and am now 
4 thoroughly cunvinced, that there is no 
« one virtue or good quality which ſo 
much conduces to the happineſs of hu- 
man kind, and am determin'd hence- 
forward to lay out 2 0 1 can ſave 
e with common decency. 


He told me, chat while he was 888 
+ could perceive a pleas'd ſurprize wan- 
r and diffuſe itſelf over all her features; 
and when he had done, ſhe cry'd out, — 
If you can keep in this mind, my Rar, 
< it will be a joyful, change indeed 4 
„ ts; 10 "58% 5 Vale} iis 
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Vou may depend 1 ſhall think always. 
© as I now do, reſum'd he: you muſt 
* know | have been conſidering on all 
the poſſible ways and means to diminiſh. 
< the charge we at preſent live in. — In. 
© the firſt place, I am refolv*d to part: 
© with my horſe ; — hay, — oats, — 
ſtable-hire in winter, graſs in ſummer, 
and farriers ils, run away with a great: 
o deal of money.” 
0. It is very true, my ue aid ihe, 1 N 
always thought it a very needleſs. ex 
< pence; but as you ſeem'd to think: 

© riding: was good for your health, I 
ks forbore offering any thing in oppoſition. 
© to it. — © 1 Thall truſt to walking for 
the future, anſwer'd he, and do not 
doubt but it may be of equal ſervice; 
nature is the beſt judge, and as ſhe bas 

given to man two ſturdy legs for his 
fupport, I ſee no reaſon why he ſhould: 
© have recourſe to thoſe of an animal. 


0 Beſides, | Ciel Bes 1 can then: | 
© turn off my man, — a boy. can whet- _ 
© knives, — attend the door, —- run on 
errands, and ſerve our purpoſe. full: as 
well, for much leſs wages. 
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1 think now, faid he, there remains 

but one thing more to complete a total 

regulation ot our (ECONOMY — which is 
1 1 
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© Aye, cry'd the wiſe, guite kranf. I». 
rted, and his livery coſt leſs too: 
Ind nothing theſe great hulking c 
men are good for but to loyter about 
the houſe, — devour all they can get 
into their clutches, — romp with the 
maids, and hinder. them from ee 
their bung. 9 


True, rejoin'd the gentleman, and 
ſince you mention the maids, I have 
alſo thou ht of a reform among them 
too: 70 we could get a couple 
of Roman! tholic girls, — the number 
of faſt . beſides Lent and Ember 
weeks, enjoin'd by their church, would 


be a great as" hey to us in the article of 
eins, 17778 SE 


It would, Bong — ſhe, 3 
cially if we could procure thoſe Who 
are pious enough to keep Black Lent, 
and live almoſt three parts of the year 
on dry*d fiſh and potatoes, without eggs 

or butter. — I aſſure you I ſhall make 


it my buſineſs to a after 0 
©, 


Seer. * The HUSBAND. 


_ 4. afternoon's tea as one of the greateſt 
c ſuperfluities that. cuſtom has introduced 
among us. — [ have calculated the ex- 


« pence, and dare venture to affirm that a 


very moderate tea-tatle, , with all its 


« equipage,, cannot be ſupported under 
forty or fifty pounds per annum; 
therefore I inſiſt upon it no more t der- 
table invitations. 110 „ J bt 


* * 


— Yes, reply'd, he, and I expect ou 
will agree to ſo reaſonable a propoſal? 
.—. Rather the moſt, abſurd, — the. moſt 
prepoſterous one that ever was, return'd 
ſhe! — Would any gentleman, or man 
of honour, deny his wite her tea-table | * 


1 0 * * 2 1 


dS fler £3509 ip 05 DIE 
: . madam, fand he, any man 
6, of ſenſe. or ſpirit would do it, when 
denied by his wife a couple of ray e. 

and a bottle of wine extraordinary 
his table for the entertainment o his 
* friend. I do not deſire to deprive 
you of any of the enjoyments bo life, 
nor would I be depriv'd myſelf, by 


W 


determinꝰ d that either our way of living 
„ e Hall 


—"_ 


4 k tea. — * Tea!_cry/d the: haſte da. 
. 58; Les, my dear, e he, I look upon 


« Are you in earneſt, demanded; the p. 


your too niggardly humour, of ſuch as 
are conſiſtent with my character and 
fortune in the world, — I am therefore. 
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<-ſhall be uniform, — . which is either i in 
«all things to appear as we ought to do, 
dor, if like miſers or beggars 1 in 1 fore 


. e to do ſo in all. 


On theſe worde it Nets ſhe ſat fallen: 


and ſilent for ſome time, and he went on, 


— I éwould fain have you, therefore, 


continued he, to conſider ſeriouſſy what 


is due to your own character as well as 


© mine ; — both which demand that our 
0 ſervants ſhall have no reaſon to com- 


plain of the want of their neceſſary 
6. oed; that whatever friends I think. 


proper to invite ſhould always be re- 


© ceived with a chearful countenance, 
and in every reſ * 9 MT 


6: tain'd. 4 


4 And "7 ruin both you oi my, 
© cried ſhe haſtily.” — No, reply'd he, I 
am an enemy to extravagance- and 
« ſuperfluity z — what I deſire of you is 
© to obſerve a decent hoſpitality, of which: 


I know you are a perfect Judge, if 


once you give e pourſelf leiſure to re- 
+\leck. 233 I 


Aber lobe - Farther diſcourſe: ment laſt 
conſented'to do as he would have her; on 


which he was entirely ſatisfied in his 


, not doubting but that ſhe would, 
rather 
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rather than be depriv'd of her favourite 
tea-table; be punctual in the performance 

of her promiſe, and that by this ſtrata 
gn he had gain'd the Point he aim'd at. 


He conquer'd, it muſt be: conteli'd 3 

but how did he conquer? — and what 
did his victory avail him? — ſhe kept up 
a tolerable table, indeed, and forced her- 
ſelf to behave with civility to thoſe who 
happen'd ſometimes to eat there; but the 
pain it colt her in doing this vented itſelf 
in murmurs and repinings as ſoon as the) 
were gone 5 — ſo that whatever fatisfac- 
tion he enjoy d with his friends while pre- 
ſent, was ſure to be embitter'd with the 
diſcontents of his wife the moment * they 
were alone en 


The humour of this woman, never very 
agreeable, became at laſt quite inſupport- 
able; — unable to endure it, he fought 
abroad that peace he no longer. could find 
at home; it was his misfortune to fall into 
ill company, and was led by them into 
debaucheries he had never ſhewn the leaſt 
inclination to before; the exceſſes he 
vas guilty of, both as to wine and women, 

brought on the ruin of his fortune, and, 


in a pretty ſwift progreſſion ol bay oy 975 
an end to his ey 


#3 = * » : 
1. 18.17% 5 — 318 1 * 2 
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If the: ſoſt t and 8 0 3 ures which 
this gentleman at firft took with his wife 
fail'd of the deſired ſucceſs, how can any 
man expect better who attempts it by . 
arbitrary and authoritative way of 
ceedng? — He may, indeed, have his 
table furniſh'd as he pleaſes, eitner by 
taking the direction of it out of his 
wife's hands, and putting it under thoſe 
of a houſe-keeper, or by being his own 
caterer; — but then what peace, — what 
harmony can be hoped: for between ſuch 

à couple ? — And as it is not the de- 
ſign of theſe pages to inform a huſband 
how far it is in his power to have hid 
will obey' d, but how it may be obey'd 
without creating trouble and diſtraction 
in his family, I ſhall take the liberty to 
point out one ſimple and eafy method, 
which ſeems to me the molt. n of 3 
ny for that pogo 073-9464 


There is oaks y 0s "Irſelf Gans 
than a parſimonious diſpoſition; a huſ- 
band will preſently diſcover it; and, as 1 
have already obſcrv'd, there is little pro- 
bability of changing nature: I would not 
have him ſeem any way offended at it, or 
even to take notice of, it; — a very mall 
ſhare of contrivance will ſerve him to ſup- 
BY his table with whatever deficiencies he 

may 
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may find there, without occaſioning any 
diſputes. between him and his too ſparing 
wife: — he need only to order ſuch 
things as he thinks proper to be brought 
into his houſe. as preſents from ſome 
friend or relation in the country, or other 

xerſon whom he may pretend he either 
= had an opportunity of obliging, or is 
at that time folliciting ſome farc from 
him. 


To my certain 8 this is a me- 
thod which has frequently been practis'd 

with ſucceſs: — I have-ſeen a lady, who: 
could 1caice be civil to any one who ſat . 
down to eat a bit of mutton of her pro- 
viding, carve chearfully to her gueſts of 
ortolans and . veniſon, and do all the 
honours of her table with the greateſt 
grace, when ſhe imagin'd the entertain 
ment was no expence to her es 


I am wall aware that there is a N 
neſs in the nature of moſt men, which 
would make them cry out againſt this ad- 
vice, and ſay, — they would not be at 
the pains I recommend to humoum any 
woman: — but then 1 would. have every 
one who thinks in this manner and isa 
huſband, to conſider ſeriouſly that che 
| woman am perſwading him to humour 
is his wife, — the woman We de | 


6 1 * Ou 7 
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bound by indiſſoluble ties to live with 
his whole life, and whoſe affection it be- 
hoves him above all things to preſerve. 
lt comes very neaf to an impoſſibility 
for any two perſons to live always toge- 
ther in a perfect harmony, without mu- 
tually lens to yield a little to the 
—— — propenfities of each other; 
and as domeſtic peace can ſcarce ever be 
too dearly purchas'd, that huſband will 
be much to blame who is too proud to 
eee ue e it on bis 
* — — 3 

But while T4 am Ache "— 2 bütädd 
in the way how be ſhould deal with a 
parſimonious wife, the ladies would have 
reaſon to accuſe me of very great injuſtice 
to them, if I did not at the fame time 
remind every man, who may happen to 
have this propenſity in himſelf, that he 
ought to be extremely careful in conceal- 
ing it, eſpecially in ſuch things as re- 
late to houſe-keeping, and are under the | 


en of his Wife. 

A Ade 108 unhoſpitable det 
tion is yet more unbecoming i in a man 
than in a woman; — a husband muſt 
appear very contemptible in the eyes of a 
woman of ſpirit when he enquires the 
* of every thing he ſees on his table, 
| —. Cries, 
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— cries, — that one ching is too dear, 
and that there is too 5 of ano- 
ther: — if he will be ſparing, let it be in 
things which appertain entirely to him 
ſelf, "for this is an article in which few 
women will endure contradiction, and no- 


thing more leſſens the character of a man 
than interfering 1 in it. 


T here may. indeed, Ry I am afraid are 
ſome inſtances of profuſeneſs. and extra- 
vagance in a wife, which it would neither 

be ſate nor prudent in a husband to paſs. 
over without endeavouring to retrench, 
but the manner in which he ſhould do it 
muſt be the buſineſs of another ſection. 
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SECT. II. 


In what part; iculars a good Hu Gand i is 


. authoriſed to rain the Profu on 
of bis Wife, © 


Rofuſeneſs in a wife is almoſt univer- - 

fally look'd upon as a worſe quality 
than parſimony, — yet in ſuch matters as 
relate merely to houſe-keeping I cannot 
think it to be ſuch ; — a man muſt have 
a very narrow mind who makes either 
himſelf or his wife uneaſy. on ſeeing his 
table ſerv'd with ſomewhat more than is 
barely neceflary. — I believe few husbands 
can complain of being ruined by this one 
article; and if the lady's love of elegant 
ſuperfluities ſtops here, and goes no far- 
ther lengths, it ought not, in my opinion, 
to be too ſeverely check d by her husband, 

even tho) it ſhould happen to prove of 
fome ſmall inconvenience to the circum- 
ſtances ot his fortune. 


I am very ſenſible: that there are too 
many inftances in which this propenſity 
has run into exceſſes, not only ridiculous 
in the eyes of the more diſcerning part of 
the * but alſo of the moſt dangerous 

5 con- 


Ssgcr. 3. The HUSBAND. 127 


conſequences to the perſons guilty of them: 
— when a woman, married to a petty 
tradeſman, ſhall pretend to vie with the 
wife of an opulent merchant ; or that of a 
merchant with thoſe of the nobleſſe in the 
richneſs of apparel, the magnificence of 
furniture, the number of ſervants, and 
the giving into' the modiſh pleaſures of 
the town, the husband of ſuch a wife, 
both for her ſake as well as his own, ought : 
to lay ſome reſtraint on her behaviour. 


Lam informed, by unqueſtionable au- 
thority, that there are ſome ladies who of 
late have invented, and put into practice, 
extravagancies ſpelr as not even the moſt 
vain and luxurious of their anceſtors ever 
took into their heads to be guilty of, 
and which could not hereafter be believ'd 
by their poſterity, if the ruin of thoſe for- 
tunes they at preſent think themſelves 
born to enjoy W, not be a ſad con- 
viction of the e | 


Ambag the many inſtances l gel give 
of this deſtructive folly, I ſhall content 
myſelf with only two, which being in 
women of vaſtly different ſtations, nr 
ſerve as a e of the reſt. | 

Os 

A young mercer having a competent 
OUR to let. up. his buſineſs; with repu- 

iy tation, 


118 The HUS BAN D. Book 2. 


tation, hired a very handſome houſe in 
one of the beſt ſtreets in the city, where 
having a well-ftock'd ſhop and a great 
number of friends and acquaintance Who 


were his cuſtomers themſelves, and re- 
commended him to others, ſeveral of 


whom were of the higheſt rank, he was 


look'd upon to be in as chriving a way 
as any man of the trade; — every thing 


correſponding with his wiſhes he wanted 


nothing but a wife, which he took in a 


ſhort time; — but his choice was govern'd 


more by inclination than intereſt, — the 
woman he married having no other por- 
tion than a very pretty face; — all, how- 
ever, might have been well, if a fatal am- 


bition of appearing with a grandeur to 
which ſhe was no way entitled, had not 


render'd them as miſerable as they other- | 


wiſe might wo been happy. 


This unthinking woman, i che 
advantage of the extreme fondneſs ſhe 


found in her huſband towards her, ſpar' d 
nothing that might indulge her laviſh in- 


clination : : — ſhe no ſooner diſcover'd ſhe 


was pregnant than ſhe began to long, 


ſoever they might have been, could not 
have prov'd of any great detriment to 


* * 


not for meats or drinks, which how coſtly 


his fortune, but for a new gown of every 


fine 00 ſilk that came into the ſhop: 
when 


1 Äd]⅛1iuaqfͥH f ... Con 
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when the time of her lying-in . 
ſhe would needs have a bed, chairs, ſettee, 
and the hangings of her chamber, of a rich 
French brocade, valued at two guineas 
per yard: the moſt gorgeous ſereen St. 
Paul's Church- yard produced was bought 
to keep the leaſt breath of air out of the 
room, the floor of which was all cover'd 
with a Turky carpet ; — ſhe received com- 
pany on her ſiting up in a ſilver Tiſſue, her 
child's mantle was of the ſame ſtuff: — in 
a word, every thing about her was of a 
piece, all equally magnificent; and the 
elegance of her taſte would-doubtleſs have 


been admir'd, if her ſtation en not ven- | 
der'd it ridiculous... 


| The huſband; it . was very e | 

| tented during all theſe preparations, and 
often remonſtrated to her how; unbecom- 
ing ſuch grandeur was in a perſon of his 
rank, and alſo how prejudicial to his cir- | 

cumſtances, as the money ſquander d this 
way, if laid out in trade, might bring in 
double the ſum ; but whenever he talk d 
in this manner ſhe began to whimper, and 
ſaid it was very hard that ſhe might not 
have every . ſhe had a mind to on 
the birth of her firſt child; — he — 
with too much tenderneſs to reſiſt her 
tears, and RY ſhe and. 


5 
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EY was ; well aſſur⸗ fl vy thoſe ks were 
perfectly acquainted with the affairs of 
theſe unhappy perſons, that the birth of 
this child coſt the father little leſs than 
ſeven hundred pounds; — nor was this all, 
— the fair inconſiderate muſt afterwards i 
take a trip to Bath, for the recovery of 
her ſtrength, and che avenge th of her b 
huſband's s purſe. 181394357 K 

When ain is en to ure any 
thing above the profits of his buſineſs, and 
does not make regular payments to thoſe 
he deals with, he is b prefencly ſuſpected to 
have run out, and every one takes the 
beſt meaſures he can to avoid being a 
loſer by him: — it was at leaſt the caſe of 
2 too indulgent husband, — bills came 

him much ſooner than he expect- 
= or than they would otherwiſe have 
done ; — the ereditors would accept of 
no excuſes, — all his effects were ſold, 
and the money diſtributed” among them, 5 
which being far ſhort of anſwering the 
whole of their demands, he was look'd 
upon as ſufficiently favour'd in not being 
__— of his" wind for the ne 


Tho? extravagancies: of this: Lind are 
neither conſider'd as ſo prepoſterous, nor 
bring on ſuch immediate deſtruction in 

1 per ſons 


rr, Aa .>. 
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perſons of high rank, as in thoſe of a 
meaner claſs,” yet we are not without 
ſome melancholy examples of honourable 
and noble families whe poſterity are 
reduced to a very low ebb by the prodi- 
gality of their anceſtors. | 


1 could wiſh that in the preſent age, 
there were no ladies to be found whoſe 
conduct in this point is ſuch as cannot 
but furniſh matter of aſtoniſhment to 
ſucceeding generations, and muſt infal- 
kbly render their immediate deſcendants 
objects rather of compaſſion than re- 
ſpect. : | 


There are many ſteps in the ladder of 


human life; — ſome are placed on the 


topmoſt, —others on the very lowelt ; and 
for my part, I look upon theſe laſt to be 
much the happieft people; — they are, 
generally ſpeaking, contented with their 
lot, — ſeek no farther than the ſphere in 
which they were born, and act like the 
moſt reaſonable beings : —-whereas thoſe 
on the middle rounds, having a nearer 
proſpect of grandeur, are too apt to be 
intoxicated with it, — they exert all their 
pot to climb a little higher, and if 
fortune happens to favour their endea- 
vours, are yet as unſatisfied as ever, nor 

ä - 
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can reſt while they ſee any thing above 
them. — The ambition of men and the 
pride of women, I take to be the ſame 
paſſion operating by different methods, 
and for different ends; and what the in- 
genious Mr, Otway ſays of the one, I 
think may with great propricty be ap- 


plied to the other. 


Ambition is a luſt that's never 
RES, eee ee 

s Grows more enflam'd, and madder by 

_ * enjoyment.” 4 4 


A young perſon having been, to the 
amazement of the whole town, and in- 
finitely beyond her own moſt ſanguine 
hopes, rais'd to the bed of a nobleman, 
ſhe no ſooner ſaw herſelf his wife, than 
the thought of nothing but how to give 
her new ſtation all the eclat it would admit 
of; — ſhe ſeem'd to think that waſting 
money was a neceſſary appendix to the 
character of a woman of quality : — it 
would be too tedious to mention the par- 
ticulars of her extravagancy in dreſs, fur- 
nitufe, equipage, and entertamments z — 
one may ſerve as a ſample of the reſt; 
— ſhe gave ſix hundred pounds at 
once for the hire of jewels, only to 
gratify the vanity of out-ſhining a certain 
* dutchels 
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dutcheſs for two or three hours at 2 maſ- 
querade. 115 


5 


1 wut cdu n extremely hock'd 
on being told that this laſt, and certainly 
the moſt egregious act of profuſion that 

ever was invented, is like to grow up 
into a faſhion ; but am more particu- 
larly concern d to find it follow'd by a 

. lady, whoſe husband's eſtate, even witn 
the beſt economy, is ſcarce ſufficient to 


ſupport the Po of his illuſtrious 
birth. 


FT here bee indeed. no ſpirit of pro- 
phecy to foretel what ſuch wild extrava- 
gancies muſt end in: — a husband there- 

| fore cannot be ſaid to have any true affec. 
tion for his wife who ſuffers her to purſue 
courſes, which, ſooner or later, muſt neceſ- 


ſarily involve both her and himſelf in 
one common ruin. 


A man therefore, in juſtice to him- 
ſelf and family, ſhould, on the firſt diſ- 
covery of ſuch a diſpoſition. in his wife, 
make uſe of his utmoſt efforts to put a 
check upon it; for the torrent of prodi- 
gality, if the leaſt indulg*d, will ſoon 
grow too powerful for reſtraint, and overs 


. flow all the bounds of prudence and mo- 
G 2 deration 4 


x "> 
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eration ; 3 — but then I would have him, 
as in the other extreme, treated on in the 
preceeding ſection, to begin with gentle ar- 
guments and ſoft perſwaſion: — let him 


uůſe all the rhetoric that love and the 


conſideration of their mutual intereſt can 
ſupply him with, to prevail on her to 
forbear going into expences fo. deſtruc- 
tive; — and if all he urges on this ſcore 
prove ineffectual, he then muſt and 
ought to exert the authority of a huſ- 
band, ſo far as to lay an embargo on 
her purſe, which, how much ſoever ſhe 
may complain of: there is no reaſonable 
perſon will condemn him for. 


LY 


em m A0 = 
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Some meaſures to be taken by * 4 E. ene 
in regard of the kindred of bis Wife, 
which he will not fail to find his ac- 
Count in, more ways than one. | 


"HO! natural affection to Wg 

and even the due reverence and 
obedience to parents, be pretty much out 
of doors in theſe latter ages of the world., 
yet I have obſerv*d that thoſe who chink 
moſt lightly of their duties in this point 
are very well pleas'd to find their families 
treated with reſpe& by others; — they 
look upon it as a kind of veneration paid 
to themſelves; and therefore, if for no 
other reaſon, never fail of being highly 
oblig'd by it. e 


A Ee! can ideen and a greater 
opportunity of endearing himſelf to his 
wife, than by treating her kindred with 
tenderneſs and reſpect, ſo would not have 
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him by any means- neglect it; nor ſhould 


he, in his devoirs to them, ſeem to have 
any view either to his own intereſt or their 
particular merit; but ſhew he thinks it 
ſufficient that they belong to her to en- 


& 2 gage 
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gage his friendſhip and eſteem; and if 
The ſhould happen to be at variance with 
any of them, to make uſe of his utmoſt 
efforts to bring about a reconciliation, - 


I am the more ſtrenuous in recom- 
mending this point to every married 
man, as it has fallen in my way to be 
an cye-witneſs of the good effects it is 
capable of producing, 4 een 


A young lady, while under guardian- 
ſhip, had been perſuaded to commence a. 
proceſs againſt a near kinſman, on ac- 
count of an uncle's effects who had died 
inteſtate; — the affair not being decided 
when ſhe married, mult now be carried 
on in her huſband's name; but that gen- 
tleman was no ſooner told of it, than he 
abſolutely refus'd giving any orders to 
that end; and turning to his wife ſur- 

riz d her with the reaſon he gave for 

ving taken this reſolution ; : 


My dear, ſaid he, taking hold of one 
© of her hands, and looking tenderly 
* upon her, — How juſtifiable ſoever 
your claim may be, I cannot forget 
© that the perſon againſt whom you ex- 
< pect I ſhould appear as plaintiff is your 
' © father's brother's ſon, — a perſon whoſe 
_ £ veins run with the fame” blood as 
2H 7 > -  T youll, 
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* every drop of which is too precious 
* to me ever to offend ; — no, let this 


* curs'd cauſe drop, and all matter of com- 
_ © tention ceaſe,” | 


It is impoſſible to expreſs the aſtoniſh- 
ment into which theſe words threw every 


one that heard them, among whom was 
myſelf and the lawyer who had been en- 
truſted with the management of the ſuit z 
— no one being able to make any im- 


mediate reply, the huſband went on in 
this manner: 


Sir, continued he, addrefling him- 
« ſelf to the lawyer, — I deſire you will 

* put an immediate ſtop to all proceed- 
5 ings in this cauſe, I will ſee the gentle- 
man myſelf, — diſcourſe with him on 
* the matter in diſpute, — and if I ean- 
not bring him ta any reaſonable agree- 
ment, at leaſt convince him that the 
man who is in poſſeſſion of his lovely 
© kinſwoman wants no other treaſure, nor 


© can be at enmity with any of her 
a mig. 


1 will not ccouble my reader with the 
- repetition of what converſation - enſued 

after he had declar'd himſelf in this man- 
ner, — I ſhall only ſay that his wife, tho“ 
the a little oppos'd the giving vp; what 


r _ i wv," - — 
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me had been made to believe was her un- 
doubted right, could diſcover both in her. 
looks and voice, that her heart was tranſ- 
ported with receiving ſo uncommon a 


proof of her huſband's affection for her in 


the complaiſance he ſhew'd her family. 


My friend delay*d no longer than the 


next day to do as he had ſaid, — he re- 


queſted a meeting with his wife's kinfman, 
which being readily granted, after ſuch 
ip evious falutations as might be expected 

tween gentlemen of a polite education, 


he told him, that he had an utter averſion 


to all conteſts between perſons ſo nearly 
allied; — that he had order'd no farther 


proceedings ſhould be carried on on his 
part, deſiring only that a jewel, or rather 


a knot of jewels, which had long been 
in the family, ſhould be yielded to his 
wife; concluding this propoſal with ſay- 
Ing, — I believe, fir, you will allow that 
no > boſom i in the world will more become 
this ornament than that of! your fair kinſ- 


| wom An. 


This offer both ſurpriz'd and charny 4 
the perſon to whom it was made; 


whether he doubted the juſtice of his 


eauſe or not, I will not take upon me to 


determine, but have heard him ſince con- 
bes he had little peace 'of mind during 


the 


wg=s ED 


Secr. 4. The HUSBAND: 1289 


the time it had been carrying on, and 
was continually reflecting on the uncer- 
tainty of a law deciſion, a to the 
humorous poet: 


« For lawyers, leſt bear' 3efentant, * 
And plaintiff dogs ſhould make an 
end on't, 

Po ſlave, and toil, with writs of error, 

© Reverle of judgment, and demurrer; 

To let 'em breath a while, and them 

Cry whoop, and ſet em on agen, 

Until with ſubtle cobweb cheats, 

They're catch'd 1 in knotted law, like 
S | 

In 1 when once they are imbran< 

 * gle 

4 The more they ſtir, che more they re 

*. tangled ; | 

« And while their bees can b 
or 5 nd no end of ch immortal ſuit.“ 
8 In file] the liſa was s quite in rap- 
tures on the making up an affair which 
had given him much diſquiet; — he not 
only ſurrender'd the jewel demanded, but 
alſo, not to be behindhand with his new 
relation in generoſity, gave up many 
other things of very great value, perhaps 
as much as my friend would have gain'd 
had the ſuit been continued and a Judgs 
ment Sven in his favour ; — fo eror- 
229 G 5. bitant 
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* * 


bitant are the coſts of law, that, as Mr. 


Truths are ſo travers d, and ſo little 


Won, 5 
That he who conquers, is but laſt 
undone.? n 


By this action he not only became ſo 
much endear'd to his wife that ſhe almoſt 
ador'd him, but was ever after look'd 


upon, by all her kindred, as a prodigy of 


love and generoſity, — two things which 
very well compenſated for any loſs he 


might have ſuſtain'd by refuſing to con- 
tinue the proſecution againſt her couſin. | 


Every huſband has not, indeed, the 


fame opportunity this gentleman} had of 


ſhewing, in ſo extraordinary a manner, hls 
tenderneſs for his wife in the complaiſance 


he paid to her kindred ; yet all may do 


it in a more or leſs degree, and I cannot 


but look on any man who omits it, as ig- 


norant of a very great eſſential to his own, 


I think I may venture to ſet it down as 


nn unfailing maxim, that nothing more 


contributes to render the marriage ſtate 
truly amicable, than for both parties to 
treat the families of each other with more 
A . reſpect 


eite e Ma 
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reſpect than they do their on; — the* _ 
behaviour of the huſband will go a great 
way in ſetting an example to Nie wite in 
this point, and when they mutually con- 
cur in it, the two families will be cement 


ed in ſuch a bond of unity and n 
as to ſeem but one. 


pt Ker very well that ſome jean 
will be ſtarted, which, at firſt ſight, 


may ſeem to take off the weight of theſe 


admonitions: — it may be ſaid, and 


with good reaſon too, that there are 


people who have not gratitude to return 


any obligation conferr d upon them, or 
even to think any. thing is ſo; — and in 
ſuch a caſe, a man in ſoliciting their 
good graces would only have the mortifi- 
cation to find his complaiſance ee 


It may alſo be alledg'd, that if in the 


incident I have been relating, the wife's 
kinſman had prov'd refractory, and affect 


ed to think he had put a ſtop to the 
proceſs only becauſe he fear'd the iffue of 
a trial, the other could have reap'd no 
advantage by his generoſity, but on the 
contrary, it is probable, been treated 


with contempt. ee” 


* 
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But whoever ſhall pretend to argue in 
this manner muſt not have well con era 


6 the 
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the. drift of my intention in giving this 
| adyice, as 1 can eaſily make appear: 
the untoward diſpoſition of the kinſman 
could not have depriv'd the huſband of 
ny part of that advantage, which was the 
red; point he had in view, — that of 
_ endearing himſelf to the affection of the 
woman to whom he was for lite united, 
and this he would as effectually have 
done by having made ſuch an offer, as by 
its being accepted. 


It is certain, however, that by uſing 
his endeavours to obtain the good- will of 
his wife's kindred, it is impoſſible for 
him ever to be a loſer, and may, in the 
end, become a very great gainer. — I 
cannot be ſo uncharitable as not to hope 
and believe, that there are but few people 
of ſuch harſh and rugged natures as not 
to be ſfoften'd and won over by repeated 
acts of tenderneſs; and I am very ſure, 
that thoſe of a more gentle kind will al- 
ways take care to repay double-fold what- 
ever pletten they receive. 


oF; iS 
. 


And here I cannot omit © 
example. of the latter ſort, "which 1 doubt 
not but will be as agreeable to my readers 
as it was to myſelf, on being firſt made 
acquainted with it, and therefore will 
not. be look'd upon as RL we | 
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A gentleman of very great worth and 
a competent eſtate, being married to a 
young lady whom he had Jong courted 
and moſt paſſionately lov*'d, wiſely judg'd 
that he could not take a more effectual 
method of convincing her of the con- 
tinuance of his affection, nor of ſecuring 
an adequate return from her, than by be- 
having with the atmoſt regard to all 
thoſe who were any way related to her. 


Her mother, above all, he was moſt 
particularly aſſiduous to oblige :. — ſhe 
was a widow lady, and living in a pretty 
remote county, he very frequently ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to her in letters full of 
ſubmiſſion and reſpect, nor ſeldom fail'd 
to accompany thoſe teſtimonies of his 
love and duty with ſome little preſent or 
other; — ſuch as fine teas, — hampers 
of rich wines, and ſuch- like things, which 
he knew ſhe could not be accommodated 


with in ſuch perfection in the place where | 


ſhe reſided. 


On hearing ſhe intended to make him 
a viſit at London, and to ſtay ſome weeks 
there, he order'd the beſt apartment in 
his houſe to be fitted up with the utmoſt 
elegance for her reception, — rode up- 

5 . wards 
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wards of thirty miles to meet her on the 
road; and, in fine, omitted nothing that 
ſhe might have expected from him if he 


had been her own ſon and an entire de- 
pendant on her. 


The next morning after her arrival he 
put into her hands a ſmall piece of 
Paper, ſaying to her at the ſame time, 

I beg, madam, you will accept this 
Sa T little tribute of my love and duty, 
© tho? without any other merit than as 


© it flows from the abundance of the 
9 Heart. N | | 


1 Tran a for that, ſubjoin* d his wife; 
laughing; —for I aſſure you, madam, he 
+ ſtarted out of bed this morning much. 
© ſooner than is his uſual cuſtom, and ſaid 
to me, — Oh, Maria, how happy does 
your mother's preſence make us 

then ſat down to his buroe and wrote 


© what you will find in the ey he has 
© given you.“ 


The old lad y made no reply, but 
haſtily unfolded the Paper, 5 con- 
tain'd theſe lines: 


To 


It 
— 
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To the Honourable Mrs. %ꝶ 
From! her moſt dutiful and truly affec- 


tionate ſon. 


Welcome! — thrice weigonte:! ch 
© beſt of womankind! 


c Source of my Joys! - — bled parent 
of my love; 


0 Dearer than her from h I firſt 


drew breath, 


© She but fulkil'd _ taſk which nature 


= ſet, | 

And gave me to the world : — you 
have done more! 

Have given Maria to my longing. 
nnn, 


And made that world a paradiſe, of 
6 bliſs! 


4 . Whichelſe had been a ſcene of dreary 


© cares, 


Without one quick-uing charm to 


« brighten life. 


Once more, moſt welcome to my 


« houſe and heart, 


« Long may your Nen grace my | 
_ © -prateful board, 


6: And do, what nothing but yourſelf 
© can do. 


5 AGO {till to mine, and Jour Maria's 
Joys. 


The 
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The good lady was quite charm*d with 
every word ſhe read; and theſe verſes, 
which perhaps coſt him not five minutes 
in the compoſing, gain'd him five hundred 
pounds; for before ſhe went out of town 
the ſent for a lawyer and made a deed of 
gift to him of that ſum on the birth'of 


the child her daughter was then pregnant 


with, 


It would be eaſy for me to bring many 
inſtances of this kind, which have come 
within the compaſs of my own knowledge 
and obſervation z but the advantages which 
a huſband muſt naturally find in ren- 
dering himſelf well in the love and efteem 
of a family into which he is initiated, 


and made as it were a part, are too nume- 


rous and too obvious to every one's ca- 
pacity to ſtand in need of any explanation 
or argument to prove: — if there were, 
however, no other than the one, which 


this treatiſe is chiefly intended to promote, 


— that of endearing himſelf to the affec- 


tion of his wife, — n0 man, Ithink, who 
reflects ſeriouſly on the ſtate in which he 


is engag d, will deſpiſe as beneath his at- 
tention, the meaſures I recommend for 


the accompliſhment of a work fo material 


to his happineſs, Or 
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Giving way to rage on every trivial 
occaſion, — how unbecoming in a 


man of ſenſe, more eſpecially after 


he 1s married. 


T is certainly a very great fault in 

parents, tutors, governors, or any who 
take upon themſelves the education of 
youth, not to put an early check on 
thoſe fiery ſeeds of wrath which they will 
find in the compoſition of ſame pupils, 
and which, if ſuffer*d to go on, will ſtill 
increaſe and gather ſtrength with their 
years, till they become intolerable in ma- 
turity. 3 1 85 


Pride, the predominant paſſion of man- 
kind, too often hinders thoſe of the beſt 
underſtanding from perceiving this error 
in themſelves; and when they do, from 
taking pains to correct what from their 
infancy they have been permitted to in- 
dulge; — ſo that they are liable to run 
into the moſt ridiculous, and ſometimes 
dangerous exceſſes, without ever reflect- 
ing that what they do is look'd upon 
as ſuch, | 

I have 


* 
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I have ſeen a man throw a chair out of 
the window, only becaule it did not ſtand 


juſt in the ſame place it uſed to do; — 


kick his valet de chambre, or barber, 
down ſtairs if the napkin under his chin, 


when going to be ſhav'd, happen'd to be 


tuck*d too loofly or too ſtrait z — beat his 
own head againſt the wall if a cry in 
the ſtreet diſpleaſed him; and a thouſand 


ſuch like follies, which one would think 


no man in his ſenſes could be guiltyſof; 
— and yet the ſame perſon ſhall, at other 
times, behave with all the ſoftneſs, good 
humour, and politeneſs imaginable. 


It would be well, methinks, if every 
man of this caſt would have his room 
hung round with looking-glaſs, to the 


end that ſeeing himſelf in the deformity 
of his rage, his mind might be fo ſtruck 
with ſhame at the ſhocking reſemblance, 


as to make him remember it enough to 


refrain appearing again in the ſame 


manner. 


I remember to have read, in the works 
of one of our old poets, a paſſage which I. 


think gives a pretty pictureſque deſcrip- 


| tion of an angry man: 


Enor- 
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Enormous rage diſtended ev'ry vein, 
And all hell's furies o'er his breaſt 

did reign. | 
Swoln with mad ire, his blood-ſhot 

1 execs did glare.;_.... - 

© Like ruddy meteors, blazing in the 


© air.? 


Anger, when provok'd by real injuries, 
if it arrives at any height, is juſtly term*d _ 
a ſhort-lifed madneſs z but when enflam'd: 
by accidents too frivolous to merit the 
leaſt attention from a man of reaſon, what 
name can it deferve? — Sure there is 
none in language can convey a juſt idea 
of its extreme abſurdity !.. 


3 
1 | | |; | 
e What can a new married woman think 
y | on her firſt ſeeing her huſband in one of 
k Þ|f theſe tourbillions of outragious paſſion? 
— It ſhe happens to be 7 a meek and 
timid diſpoſition, it may throw her into- 
fits; — if of a more bold and daring one, 
it is likely enough that ſhe will reproach. , 
him in terms which may rather increaſe. 
than abate the. fury in his brain. — If 
ſhe has prudence enough to ſeem to take 
| no notice of it, which is doubtleſs the 
beſt method ſhe can purſue, that very 
prudence, in ſpite. even of herſelf, will: 
Or = 3 155 very 


140 The H US BAND. Book 2. | 


very much leſſen the efteem ſhe had for 
him before her diſcovery of his follies, 


It will but a very little avail him to 


fay, that it is not with her he has been 
angry; — that he loves with too much 
tenderneſs for any thing ſhe can do ever 
to make him fo: — for, beſides that ſhe 


will ſcarce believe him in this point, and 


think herſelf obliged to put a guard on 


all her words and actions his behaviour 
to others will make her ſee into his ſoul, 
and find there ſuch a void, both of reli- 
gion and morality, as if ſhe is endued 
with the leaſt portion of either cannot but 
render her extremely unhappy. | 


What peace of mind can * wife be 
ſuppoſed to enjoy, who whenever her 


huſband ſtays abroad longer than ſhe ex- 


ral or, indeed, whenever he is out of 
r ſight, even for the ſmalleſt time, 
knows not but he may that moment be 


committing ſome raſh action which may 
lay him under the. cenſure of the law, or 
| e. be quarelling with his beſt friend, 


either kill'd or killing; — certainly; 5 


the greater degree of virtue, good under- 


ſtanding, or affection for him ſhe is poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, the greater muſt be the inquie- | 


| tudes ſhe perpetually ſuſtains, 


It 


av mu. 
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It is an obſervation which I have very 
often heard made, — that people ad- 
dicted to theſe violent paſſions are better 

vatur'd than thoſe of a more equal diſpo- 

Iition; — but, for my own part, I could 
never find any one reaſon to ſupport this 
argument, — unleſs it were, that on 
coming out of their frenſy they ſeverely 
reflected, which I am afraid is ſeldom the 
caſe, on the follies they had been guilty 
of, and were deſirous of making ſome at- 

| tonement by a quite different manner of 

; W bchaviour. app * 


But allowing it to be ſo, and that theſe 
Iracundians were really endued with a 
greater ſhare of ſincerity, benevolence, 
- | and liberality than others generally are, 


f | what ſatisfaction would theſe excellent 
4 qualities, with the addition of a thouſand 
e more, be capable of affording to thoſe 
y about them, when they could not aſſure 
Ir themſelves but that in a moment ſome 
d, |. freſh accident, light as the turning of a 
y, | feather, might in a moment convert all 
r- the preſent harmony into diſcord and con- 
f-  Þ fuſion? | 1 


But to live in a continual dread is not 
always the worſt misfortune may befal 
It a woman who is united to a man of this 


fiery 
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fiery temper, — events have ſometimes 
happen'd to fullfil the moſt terrible of her 
apprehenſions, and to involve not only 


herſelf, bur all belonging to her, 1 in the 
greateſt calamities. | 


A fatal and moſt ſhocking demonſtra- 
tion of this truth happen'd not very many 
years ago, — a brief detail of which will 
not, I believe, be an improper preſent to 

my readers in this place, as it can give 
offence to no one living, and may prove. 
a beneficial warning to thoſe who ſurvive, 


and are of the unhappy oped 1 am 
| ſpeaking of. 


According to all appearance there 
never was a more fortunate marriage than 
that between the two perſons, the melan- 
choly cataſtrophe of whoſe fate I am go- 
ing to relate : — They were both deſcend- 
ed from good families, had handſome 
fortunes, but love was the chief motive 
of their union, and they lived together 
for upwards of four years in a manner 


which promis'd their felicity would be as 
laſting as their lives. 


He was, however, of that W 
diſpoſition which is the ſubject of this 
ſection: — the lady had a brother who 
N exactiy of the ſame, yet had theſe 


Jarring 
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jarring ſpirits never happen'd to claſh till 
one dreadful night ; jult after they had all 
three fupp'd together, a diſpute aroſe be- 
tween the two gentlemen concerning the 
true pronunciation of this line in Shake- 
ſpear's Moor of Venice : 


6 5 2 out the light, — and then, — 
5 out the light.“ 


Each of 3 would have it their own 
way, — both were equally poſitive, and 
ſome haſty words being dropp'd, either 
on the one ſide or the other, their ſwords 
were immediately out: — the wife, who 


a little before had ſtepp'd into the net 
room on ſome occaſion, on hearing 
the buſtle return'd, but too late for any 


endeavours ſhe ey uſe to hinder the 
ſad event; — the moment ſhe enter*d 


her brother fell, — crying out, — © Oh! 


«I am kill'd P. — The huſband ran to 


him, and fearing it was indeed as he had 


ſaid, ſpoke nothing but went directly to 
his cloſet, and having taken out of his 
buroe what bills and money he had there, 
quitted the houſe that inſtant ; but juſt 


as he was doing ſo, call'd to the ſervahts, 


who being all zn the kitchen had heard no- 
thing of what paſs'd above, — * Go, ſaid 
* he to his man, fly with all the ſpeed 

" you 


” 
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ou can for a n — N brother 
6 has hurt himſelf. i 


In the mean time por and aftoniſh- 
ment had froze up all the faculties of the 
wretched wife ; 3 — ſhe ſaw her brother 


lie weltering in his blood, a pale and 


breathleſs corpſe 3 — the perſon who had 
reduced him to. this condition was her 
huſband, — a huſband moſt dear to her, 
and whom. all laws, both human and 
divine, oblig'd her to protect: — no 


words can paint the miſery of ſuch a 
ſituation z — but long it was not that ſne 


endur*d the pain of thought, — ſenſe was 


too weak to bear it, and ſhe junk be- 


neath the weight. 


1 ot were two ſervant-maids in the 


houſe, who on hearing what their maſter 
had ſaid to his man as he went out, ima- 


gined that ſomething extraordinary had 
happen'd and ran up ftairs, where be- 


holding their miſtreſs lying on the floor 
near the body of her flaughter*d brother, 
the dreadful ſight ſtruck them with ſuch 


Aa conſternation as render'd them in- 


capable either of aſſiſting the one, or la- 
| nGanng the other, 


The ſurgeon who was Ki for, and 


lived but 3 in the next ſtreet, came in, and 
* 


* II 4 — 2 e 


2 


— 


— 
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finding the gentleman was paſt the reach 
of his art to recal, turnꝰd his whole care 
upon the lady, whom he ſoon brought to 
herſelf; but it was only to give a great 
ſhriek, and cry out, Oh my brother 1 
Oh my huſpband !“ 8 then fell into LY 


ſecond convulſion. 0 


che Was e to her Aa and 
ay . 0 the bed, — no help was want- 
but her fits continued the whole 
nicks and in the intervals ſhe appear'd 
very delirious. —. The footman ran to an 
uncle of his maſter's, and to ſeveral 
other relations, who all haſted thither 3 
but it would be too tedious to repeat the 


particulars of their confuſion on the fad. 


occalion which had call'd tùhßem 


As for the poor wife, — youth, and 2 
good conſtitution, at laſt got the better of 
her convulſions, ſo far as to prevent that 
terrible diſorder from taking away her 
life; — but, alas ! it had ſeiz d on her 
brain, and depriv'd her of what alone. 
can make life a bleſſing, — her Reaſon, . 
— which ſhe never more recover'd the i 


right uſe of. 


The Koſhahd: vb even in the elt 
#gonies- of his remorſe for what he had 
done, had yet. ſome conſideration of his 
own 1 as 1 8 has pretty plainly 


| T d, 


— 


„ (lipp'd and; threw, him on my ſword z. 
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8 
appear d, made his eſcape to Holland, 
here as ſoon as he arriv'd he wrote a 


— wilt a but that wretched lad 
not being in a condition to receive it, it 
was. deliver d to the uncle, who had 6 


taken upon him the care of every thing 
belonging to that unhappy. family. — 
The contents of the leder w. — as follow: 23 


To Mrs. 8: EE I _F* 


« as once of all my joys, _ 


4s 
T* HE dreadful occaſion of q 
pu; leaving you allow?d: no time 4 <6 


6. bidding farewel; — I had robb'd you 4 
of a 12 — and flew to preſerve to 6 
a+ you a huſband, who. wiſhes to live 


only for your conſolation. — I need 


« not tell you I had no premeditated 
4 malice; — you know how dear poor 
4 Ned was to me, as well for his own 
4 merits as becauſe he ſhar'd your blood: 

a+ — but we were both too raſh, and 
4+ chance, cruel chance, took the ad- 
vantage to deftroy him, and with him 
« all my future peace. — As we were 
«- exchanging thruſts, — I cannot tell 
4 how, it, happen d. — but his. foot 


4 — 15 was only the unhappy. inſtrument; 
. r face, — che brennt. 
crime 
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« crime and haſte to join me, that w. 
« may conſult together in what part of 
« the world to ſettle for the remainder of 
« our melancholy days, in caſe my friends. 
« ſhould: not have intereſt enough with 
« the government to procure my par- 
* don. I am lodg'd at the Black Eagle 
«© at Rotterdam, where I ſhall impatient- 
«ly expect your arrival. — You may 
« leave. the management of our affairs 
ce intirely to my uncle, — I know he 
ce will be a very faithful ſteward. — As 
« ſhips* are continually coming into this 
« port there will be no danger of your 
“ waiting for a paſſage, which pray Hea- 
ven may be ſafe and ſpeedy to the 
arms of him who is, | 


RY © With inviolable fidelity, 

** My dear foul, 125 

„ Your moſt affectionate 
« Tho' unfortunate huſband, 


cc R. 8 —. ; 


__ 


This was immediately anſwer'd by the 
uncle, with an account ot the ſad effects? 
which his late raſh action had produced on 
i his wife; — the intelligence of this une 
+ pected misfortune, perhaps too being ex- 
preſs'd in terms too pathetic for the preſent 

tuationof that ma gentleman's mind 
gt 8 to 


** n 
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£0 ſuſtain, threw bim into a deep me- 
Uncholy, — and that into a languiſh- 
Ds diſeaſe, which, within the compaſs 
a few months, took bim from the 
| world. 


=" ent ak over- hafty behaviour is 
not always, indeed, puniſh'd with the 
ſame terrible conſequences'; but that they 
do not more frequently happen may be 
wonder'd at by thoſe who do not believe 
the interpoſition of a Divine Providence, 
which ſometimes vouchſafes to protect 
men even in TE. of themſelves. 30 


Courage Fe. a true ſpirit, on laudable 
occaſions, have ever been the characteriſ- 
tics of the. Britiſh” nation; — but this 
falſe glory, — this trop vif, this pre- 
cipitate raſhneſs on every trifling provo- 
cation, is not of our own growth, nor at 
all natural to us; — and T am therefore 
tempted to believe has rather been im- 
ported, among ſome other bad cuſtoms, 
by our travelPFd youth from France, where, 
if it were not for the ſevere laws againſt 
duelling, and the ſtrictneſs with which 
they are put in execution, their grand mo- 
narque in a little time, might have cauſe 


— with Buſaris 3 in . the Tragedy, 4 
| | 4 Like ; 


% & % Mig. 8 


C7 we 


3 S7% 8 : C1 3/7 . N : 9% „ 
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„Like death, a ſolitary king T reign, 
E (Fr fi lent We and a. deſart 
Plaine“ , 


But to be Wos ſerious; — It behoves 


every married man, above all, to uſe bis 


utmoſt endeavours for the correcting this 
dangerous propenſity ; if no conſideration 
of himſelf is ſufficient to enable him to do 
it, he ought ta remember that neither 
his life nor his fortune are altogether his 
own, and that his wife, and the children 
he either has or may have by her, have 


a right to ſhare in all the benefits 'of 


don and that he cannot do any thing 


which may happen to prove an injury to. 


himſelf without being guilty of an in- 


Juſtice to them. I am fully perſwaded 


within myſelf, that if reflections of this 
kind are properly indulg d, they will never 
fail of having their que weight with a 
man of honour, and who has any natural 
tenderneſs for his family or regard for 
his own reputation in the world, — 0» 
ſhall make no mention of what is enjoin'W 
by hoe. es or doing 36 in this: Point. | 
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SECT. vi. 


The great weakneſs of Husboud in dif- 
covering any uneafineſs at the ci vili- 
ties bis Wife may treat other's will 
in his preſence. | 


"HE wiſeſt of men tells us that there 

is a time for every thing; — it is 
doubtleſs the ſeaſon and the circumſtance 
that gives a ſanction to what we do; — 
the very ſame behaviour, which on ſome 
occaſions is highly agreeable, ſhall on 
others be offenſive ; — this is evident in 


almoſt all che particulars of our conduct, 
but more eſpecially ſo in the amorous 


e between man and Wen 


A lover, while in bis days of court- 
mir. lives in a continual fſuſpence, — | 
his paſſion makes him diffident of his | 


own merit, and fearful of every one's 


elſe :—believing his miſtreſs worthy of uni- 
verſal 5 he takes all who ap- 


_ her for his rivals, and the let 


ind or even civil look ſhe beſtows on 


any of them inflames him with jealouſy. 


— He complains: of her cruelty, — is 
3 ſullen and 3 
5 Þ > ſome- 


Ser. 6. The H Us BAND. 159 : 
ſometitnes rayes, — reproaches, — vows 
never to ſee her more, and flies from lier 
preſence in a rage; — then returns, — 
confeſſes his faults, and fues to be for- 
given. — All this is far from diſpleaſing 
her; — on the contrary, ſhe imputes Rat- 
: ever extravagancies he is guilty of to rhe 
| exceſs of that paſſion he has for her; and 
does not ſeldom contrive ſome occaſion 


for proving it this way, — taking for a 
maxim theſe words of Mr. Dryden : | 


Diſtruſt in lovers is too warm a fun 3 
But yet tis night in love when that 


is gone. 


Theſe little fooleries may be e > 
many different ſcenes in the play of Love, 
and are Tetty enough in their repreſen- 
Mi tation; when marriage has let down 
. the cus, the actors Bee done their 
parts and appear themſelves. 


e ee ieee ere 


Whatever grounds a man may mae 6 
juſtify his apprehenſions before marriage, . 
he can have none after being in poſſeſſion 
of the beloved object ſhe has tehounced: 
all mankind for his ſake, — and thoſe 
doubts which teſtified his paſſion while in 
a ſtate of uncertainty, are, when he be- 
comes a hutband, indications of à baſe- 
diſtruſt, than whigh he cannot ſutè put a 
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152 The-H USBAND. Book 2, 
greater affront upon a woman conſcious 
of her innocence and integrity. 


The laws of wedlock do not ſo 5 
chain up the underſtanding, or the will of 
a wife, as to reſtrain her from ſeeing and 
acknowledging merit wherever ſhe finds 
it; — from being pleas'd with converſa- 
tion which either i improves or exhilerates 
her mind ; — or from behaving with de- 
cency and politeneſs, even to ſuch who 
may have little elſe to recommend them 


than the rank they hold i in the world. 


A woman, eſpecially &* known: to hv 
any ſhare of ſpirit or vivacity, muſt needs 
make a very odd figure, and occafion 
ſtrange ſpeculations among her acquain- 
tance, who in the midſt of company 
ſhould ſit with her lips clos'd; and her 
eyes caſt down upon the ground, as if 
afraid to ſpeak, or even look on any other 
than her huſband; — yet that there are 
men unreaſonable enough to expect this, 1 
could bring many inſtances ; — I ſhall, 
however, content myſelf with one, the 
truth of which I can aver, as I was both 
an eye and an ear witneſs of 1 it. 


A near N 13 mine. * never 
had either her virtue or prudence call'd in 

queſtion, was married to a man of this 
15 5 : _ 1 
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uohappy, way. of thinking. —/I was al- 
their houſe one day when there was a 
great e (COMPAny en 
was a gentleman of no great depth of un- 
derſtand ing, indeed, | but perfect. Y- good- . 
tumour. and quite inofenſive. ja. his 
morals z— he had that filly, cuſtom whick: | 
many people have, when they, are cargeſt- . 
in, diſcourſe, of laying hold-of: whoever is 
in their. reach: — this perſon was telling 
what he thought a very merry ſtory, and, 
in the eagernels of his repetition, clapp'd 
his hand two or three. times upon my 
couſin's arm, who. unluekily was placed 
in the next chair to him; n ſhe lahg f d, 
as others did, at the recitat he was making. 


a 


and foryards in a diſorder d motion, ipoke 


1 ? 
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not but themſelves, by ſome inadvertend 
word or action, might have affronted him 2. 
all of them, EXCEPT myſelf cole up. and... 
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Jour ſcat, and Ops to another nee | 


a 2 : 


The moment they were gone my couſin, 


with a great deal of complaiſance and ten- 
San or 5 


approach d her huſband, and aſk d 
if he was noe well; to which he churliſhly 
Te ms — Fes, I am well enongh in 


4 — What then, demanded ſhe, 
« can 1 * induced you to, act in the 


manner you have done? — You have 


< frighted all our friends away.* — 1 


* ſuppoſe, cry'd he, in an angry tone, — 
no one of | them are unable to account 
© for what yon ſeem ſo ignorant of, nor 
4 will wonder at a huſband's reſentment 
« when he ſees his wife bebave in à faſhion 
2 o unbecoming of her character. . 85 


© Bleſs me! faid ſhe, is it I lat bis 


put you into this humour ? — No 


© one Uſe could have had the power to 
« do it, anſwer d he. — Did you think 
© me blind enough not to = or ſtupid 
© enough not to reſent the eaſy manner in 
* which you ſuffer d that coxcomb to 
handle your arm all the time he was 


; I telling his ridiculous ſtory ?* 5 


What would yon have dad me do? 
demanded ſhe.* — The leaſt you could 
have done, return*d he, was to have 
< ſnatch*d away your arm, — roſe from 


— 
- 


7iꝛ enen 


Nrn. 
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« of: the room.” — And ſo made myſelf; 
the jeft of the whole SETS replied: 
the m 


© the, — Was I to behave 
vas going to cat me?? | 


© Such fellows a as , ſaid heh 
© band, are worſe than wolves or cannĩ- 
bals; thoſe monſters but upon. 
* your fleſh, but the tame monſters in hu- 
man ſhape devour your reputation. 3 494 


Perceiving, by my couſins countenatice, 
that ſome emotions were rifing in Kee: 
mind which might make the diſpute be- 
tween them grow too warm, I thought it 
high time to interpoſe ; — I reminded: 
him, that among the number of His ac- 
quaintance it was almoſt. impoſfible but 


he muſt find ſeveral who: behav'd in the 


ſame odd way with Mr. , that 1 
dare anſwer that gentleman had no defigrii 


upon my couſin; and that had'any*other* 


perſon ſat as near him as ſhe did, they 
would have been treated in alt the fande 


manner. 


25 added; _ way of We mw 5 
of what 1 laid, that I frequently viſited a. 
certain great lady, with whom, indeed, F 
was at that time very converſant;. tis I 
never found about to relate any thing IK 


thought of W but ol was _ 
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to get as far as I could from the reach of 
her fingers, or | ſhould have had; py 
arms pinch'd a ſore. A 
He ſuffer d me to = on F 4 good 
while, without offering to interrupt me, 
or making any anſwer to what 1 ſaid; 
but at laſt ſeeming to be convinced by it, 
own'd he had been in the wrong, and 
aſk d his wife pardon, which ſhe, Who 
was certainly one of the beſt natur d wo- 
men in the world, readily granted; — 
and I had the ſatisfaction ot leaving them 
Pretty reconciled for this time. | 


But alas 1— — he either not endeavour” d *. 
or Was: unable to ſubdue this unquiet 
diſpoſition in himſelf; — ſhe afterwards 

complain'd to me, that they never were 
together in company without his finding 
ſome pretence to quarrel with her, on what. 
had Pals d, as ſoon as meg Wer alone. oi 


„ 


There cannot be a 8 folly, either 
in man or woman, than indulging this. 
propenſity; becauſe by perſevering in 
what was at firſt no more than a humour, 
may grow in time into.a paſſion, and the. 
moſt bitter and pernicious of all. paſſions, 
— as, an author, whom I have very often- 
quoted on ether occaſions, tells us on. 
this, . W 


8 h * < ; x 
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For b and fears to Jealowſy. 

1 will turn, 8B 

The hotteſt hell in which a heart 
© can burn. 5 : 


3 
# . 


"Mas for the moſt part, lay the blame | 
of their uneaſineſs in this point on the 
extraordinary love they have tor their 
wives. — This may poſſibly be ſome- 
times the caſe indeed; — but I am afraid 
extremely ſeldom ; — for I have known 
huſbands who could not bear the Jeaſt 
innocent freedom in a wife, yet have 
themſelves, at the lame time, been paſ- 
ſionately attach'd to the haue of lome 
other: woman. 


8 r 
» 


Lis: perhayis, + may. 45 aſk'd BR 
queſtion, — How can a man be jealous 
of one he does not love? — To Which I 
anſwer, — That men have their vanities 
as well as women, and can as little en- 
dure that any other perſon ſhould be put. 
in competition with themſelves. — This 
frequently happens between a lover and 
the woman he addreſſes for marriage; 
but when that indiſſoluble knot is tied, 
there is then a jealouſy of honour; as the 
character of the huſband ſuffers, tho very 
unjuſtly, in the opinion of the world, by. 
* = conduct of his wife. 3 

But 
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But as to the p point I am ſpeaking of; 
— the A of a . on his 
wife's behaving in company with a viva- 
eity which has nothing in it of deſign, I 
believe that if we ſearch into the true 
origin of his diſcontent, we ſhall find 
more often proceed from pride than: 
Ve. 


Be that as it may, however, — a hu. 
band cannot give a greater indication of 
his weakneſs than in diſcovering any diſ- 
turb'd emotions on ſeeing his wife treated 
with thoſe unmeaning little freedoms, 
common. between perſons who are inti- 

mate, and which, one would think, he 
needs no other proof of their innocence 


than. being taken before his face. 


Methinks he ſhould con ider, that on 
the reputation of a wife's virtue depends 
the honour of him who is her huſband ;. 
== and that in betraying the leaſt diſtruſt 
of her conduct, he expoſes himſelf as well 
as her to the contempt and cenſure of the 
world: — people muſt either believe or: 
not believe that there are ſome grounds 
for his ſuſpicions, and which ever of theſe 
two opinions prevail, it muſt infallibly- 
diminiſn that reſpe& which every man of 
ſenſe would with- to preſerve. — 
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who are inclin*d to think favourably, and 
can find nothing blameable in the beha- 
viour of the wife, will not forbear ridicu- 
ling the folly and ſtupidity of the husband; 
and thoſe who are ready to judge the 
worſt, as too many ſuch there are, will 
not fail to blazon and magnify her ſup- 
pos d tranſgreſſion, and fo they both fall 


into diſgrace. 


Beſides, — as a woman has no defence 
againſt the reproaches of a huſband of this 
diſtruſtful nature but ſecluding herſelf 
from all ſociety, which there are very few 
women will do, nor is it reaſonable to ex- 
pect that any one ſhould do, it is not 
impoſſible but that her inclinations may 
take a different turn, and ſhe may in 
reality run into exceſſes worſe than his 
utmoſt apprehenſions had ſuggeſtet. 


But to put theſe greater, and more ſußp- 
poſuious evils out of the queſtion;— fre- 
quent brulees with a woman whom his 
chief happineſs conſiſts in living well with, 
and the diſturbance which the diſtraction 
between them certainly create in the whole- 
family, ought, if there were nothing more- 
to be dreaded, to make a man correct, or 

at leaft conceal, a diſpoſition ſo pernicious: 
to the peace of all about him. ſe FTE 


SECT. 


m. HUSBAND Bo = 
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. 
— 
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| Petulancy i ina Huaband, Fro Hifagrees | 
able toa Wije, and aue! to the 
whole Family.. NET 40 « 


LL the good * a mind Abe 
poſſeſsꝰ d of, without a certain ſoftneſs 

and complacency of manners, will not be 
ſufficient to render a wife compleatly hap- 
Pys and give marriage thoſe doceurs whick 
ought to be found in that ſtate, and are 
expected by the parties who agree to- 
unite themſelves 4n thoſe lacred bonds. * 


4 


＋ bene? are, doubtleſs, many usage | 
who are guilty of no vices, — provide 
well tor their families, — take great care 
of what is call'd the main chats; that 
is, owing nothing to any body, and laying* 
up, according to their circumſtances, for 
their poſterity: — theſe paſs in the eyes 
of the world for moſt excellent husbands, 
and indeed are ſuch, if we go no farther! 
than the common acceptation of the 
fhraſe; — yet ſtill there may be a ſecrets 
ſomething in the compoſition of, ſuch: a- 
man, Which tho' not diſcoverable to any 


% 
1 but 


— — 


— 


There are various ſorts of humours 
which may produce this bad effect; but 


what Jam now about to ſpeak of is petu- 


lancy 3 — that is, — finding fault with 
every trifle that offends them, and never 


ſeeming pleas'd when they can find 
nothing to offend them; — a kind of 


waſpiſh diſpoſition, ' which takes delight 


in ſtinging without reaping any benefit 
by the venom they leave behind. 


I have heard a man of this caſt cry out, 
when a mug of - ſmall-beer has been 
brought to table, — piſh, — why was the 


beer drawn in this mug? tho' perhaps if 


it had been preſented to him in any other 
veſſel he would have ſaid juſt the fame 


thing; the moſt minute circumſtance 
ſer ves him for matter of cavil, and it is al- 
together impoſſible to know how to pleaſe 


him, becauſe he knows it not himſelf. 


Such a man as this, on every little ail- 


ment, tho' it be no more than a corn on 
his toe, or a whitles on his finger, expects 
to be humour'd, indulg'd, and waited on 
with the utmoſt diligence, yet never ap- 


pears ſatisfied either with what is done 


or left undone. — If his wife or ſervant 


brings 


— 
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but his wife and family, may, with them, 
deſtroy all the merit of his other virtues. - - 


2 Eds 
—- 


* 
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-brings him any thing to take by way of 
refreſhment, he puſhes it back with fome 
ſuch rebuff as this, —* Phoo, — do not 
© plague me, — I hate to be teaz'd, — 
© when I want any thing I can call for it” 
— Yet, if they do not offer it, complains 
piteouſly of being neglected, and the little 
care is taken of him. 


If his wife at any time approaches him 
with words or geſtures of endearment, he 


turns away and cries, — * Prithee none 


of this foolery, — I have fomething elfe 
to think upon,” — If ſhe ſits filent, he 


L peeviſhly demands, — What have FO 


© loſt your tongue, or do you think me 
not worthy of being ſpoke to?? — If 
ſhe queſtions him on any affair of mo- 


ment which may be then depending, his 


reply is, — What is that to you?“ — 


If the forbears to intermeddle, he accuſes 


her of indolence, and tells her ſhe has not 


"OI 


ſenſe enough to think ſeriouſly on any. 


thing. 


A woman of a low education, and who 


has as little ſoftneſs as himſelf, it is likely 


will return his behaviour in kind, and 
' afterwards reflect no further on it; but 
one who has the leaſt ſhare of delicacy in 
her nature can never be happy in a man 
who treats her in this manner ; nor _ 
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all the love a wife can poſſibly be poſſeſs'd 
of be ſufficient to make her abſolve him 
for it in her mind, tho? her pride or her 
prudence may perhaps enable her to affect 
regarding it with a ſhew of indifference. 


But they will tell you that this error, as 
well as ſome others which I have already, or 
»fhall hereafter mention, is merely conſti- 
tutional, and as much owing to nature as 
crookedneſs, a wry mouth, a great noſe, 
or any other blemiſh on the perſon, — 
therefore not to be avoided, nor the man 
guilty of it to be condem ce. 


But ſuppoſing this poſition to be true, 
— reaſon and reſolution may greatly help 
to remedy the defects of the mind, as art 
has found means to ſhadow over and 
conceal, in a great meaſure, thoſe of the 


But to do this requires ſomewhat more 
of a deep reflection than moſt men will 0 
at the pains of making, — buſineſs or 
1 pleaſure engroſſes their minds, they 
cannot endure the ſevere teſt of a ſelf-ex- 
3 mination; — if they begin ſo good a 
ir i Vork they immediately quit it, and there- 


r d COTS OE or TL 


72 by remain entire ſtrangers to what is but 
5 too obvious to every one elſe. 4% LW 
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6 
4 
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ca 
© is more ſtrange than that we ſhould lay 
6 
64 
c 
* 
- 
* 


Monſieur Abbe. SEfperion;! a very 


| ed. and eminent French author, in 


his elaborate treatiſe on the paſſions of te 


human mind, has a paſſage which I have 


taken the liberty to tranſlate, as I think it 


may be an admonition of general utility, 
if well attended * it is this: 1 4 


4 iir is one of ibe moſt edel. | 
* nant and: moſt laſting paſſions of the 


human mind; — it begins even in the 


dawn of life, and ceaſes not its opera- 

tions till the eve is well nigh Ga. 
and the night of death lulls aſleep every 
| buſy faculty ; — but methinks nothing 


out our whole enquiries on things which 
have no immediate relation to us, and 


* totally neglect that which moſt nearly 


concerns our happineſs, — the know- 
ledge of ourſelves : — we are anxious 
to find out the motives which influence 


© our neighbour's actions, yet are ſeldom 
> able to aſſign the true reaſons of our 


* Own, nor will take the pains to. ns our 
4 hearts hg anion? 


Towards the cloſe of his diſcourſe apen 
the ſubject of Ow? he you” more 
warm, and lays _ 22, 1 5 001. 


©” # ; * s 
% 4 ; ; 
- 2 
* * ; 
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Of what advantage i is "ilofophy? — — 
„of what, uſe all the learning of the 

« ſchools, while our ignorance of thoſe 
propenſities which nature has implant- 
ed in our minds renders us incapable 

« either, of improving the good, or. : of F 
a corredling the bad? ? ? 


11 1s (certainly. a great pity * a man | Wn 
of merit - ſhall, forfeit all the eſteem he 
might have in the world, -by giving way 
to ſome. unaccountable caparice, which 
if he once could be brought to ſee in him- 
ſelf, he would be aſham'd of, and labour 
with all his might to get the better of an 
enemy lo dane to his character. 


b 
Z But in the caſe I am at preſent ſpeaks | 
; ing of, a huſband ſeems to ſtand in need of 


4 taking very little trouble to convince him- 

$ ſef of his error; — the diſcontented faces 

2 of his wife, his children, and his ſervants, 

1 after he has been treating them in a petu- g 
r lant and peeviſh manner, are ſo many 

r 


mirrors to remind bim ah the accalion. po 


But what ſurpriſes me dhe moſt; is, to 

find that there are ſome men who are in- 
capable of doing an ill- natur'd action, yet 
are ſcarce ever heard to {| peak a good- 
natur'd word: — - deeds, it muſt be con- 
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feſs*d, are infinitely preferrable to pro- 
feſſions; yet it is ſtill. a very great fault to 
cloath a virtue in all the colours and ap- 
peatances of its oppoſite vice. ; 
Indeed I am ſtrongly inclin*d to believe, 
that all the good we. ſee done by perſons. 
whoſe manners are ſo perfectly contradie- 
tory to their actions, is not owing to any 
humane or tender diſpoſitions of the Heart, 
or that they take any pleaſure in them; 
but that they are intirely influenced, and 
as it were, even in ſpite of themſelves, by 
the principles either of religion or mo- 
rality. SO Fe Ve | 


I remember to have formerly read a 
paſſage in Mr. Brome's works, which ex- 
actly tallies with the character of ſuch 
men; the lines are theſe, 


That good they chuſe, — that evil 
they eſchew, 
< Is not to nature, hut to precept due; 
s The tutor ſtamps the mind with pious 
„ dread 5 | 
Of hell, and human laws; — this 
» © early ſpread | 
© Thro* childhood, in maturity pre- 
_< vails, | 
Where mnate truth 
© tue fails.“ Fo 


Adio am All ih ia. aw A Oa co tc we 


.. yo A; AA a> ww Se @@ A _ A Go cy fic wes —< e 9 wot 


and love of vir 


— 


As the world is at preſent manag d, 
theſe ſower honeſt men are doubtleſs. 
greatly to be valued, — whether behind 
the compter, —in Exchange-Alley among 
the brokers, — in all public offices, — 
employments and poſts of truſt and 
confidence, and even among miniſters. of 
ſtate. — Such a perſon, I ſay, in his pub- 
lie* capacity and his dealings between 
man and man, always will, and ought to 
be rever'd ; but in private life, eſpecially - 
in marriage, much more is to be expected. 


In chearfulneſs, and an open unreſervd 
behaviour conſiſts domeſtic happineſs. — 
What welcome can a wife afford a huf- 
band, who ſhe is certain will bring home 
nothing with him but frowns ? — Will 
ſhe not rather wiſh he ſhould be continu- 
ally abroad, and behold his return with 
regret? — Nay, if ſhe is not endued with 
an uncommon ſhare of patience and diſ- 
cretion, will not the little ſatisfaction ſhe 
can enjoy in his ſociety, make her own 
houſe hateful to her, and drive her to ſeek 
ſomething/ more agreeable elſewhere ? — 
and then, — who can anſwer for the 
conſequences, — will not a total neglect 
of her family be the leaſt of. ills a huſband 


has to fear ? 


as 


But 


3 
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But I think I have now ſufficientiy 
expatiated upon this ſubject, and ſhall 
therefore add no more, than that I would 
fain perſwade every huſband, who has 
any thing of this moroſeneſs or petu- 
lancy in his compoſition, to diſſemble 
it as much as poſſible in the preſence of 
his wife; and to believe, that how ſtrong- 
ly ſoever I may have pointed the miſ— N 
chiefs attending a contrary behaviour, 
they cannot be worſe than what has a 
ſometimes happen'd, and which he has t 
juſt reaſon to apprehend may fall to his 
R . 


NIN 


* 
_ 


— 
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The great mifiake of a Husband ubo 
| complains that his Wife is too re- 
ligious. 8 4 

Shall introduce what I have to ſay on 

this head in the words of a late learned 
author, who, tho' not a churchman, ſpeaks 
thus of religion: 1 


Religion, ſays he, is the ſole barrier 
againſt vice, — the great baſis on which 
all our good actions, and even thoughts 
« depends ;— without it all the reſolutions 
* which human prudence and "imaginary 
© honour enable us to form fall to the 
ground; — it is the bulwark of weak 
virtue, and the only certain refuge from 
the temptations of the world, and our 
* own corrupt inclinations.” | 


But tho? nothing can be more juſt than 
this definition, and allow*'d to be ſo by 
every one who does not live in an open 
and avow'd contempt of the principles of 
religion as well as the form of it, yet I 
have known ſeveral men who have been 
very much diſatisfied with their wives for 

I devoting 


to Heaven than prayer. 


- 
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devoting themſelves, more than they may 
think neceſſary, to divine worſhip. p. 


I think all the pretence a huſband can 
make for complaining of his wife on this 
account is, that by going ſo frequently to 
church the family affairs are neglected. 
—- [ will not ſay, indeed, but that there 
are ſome inſtances which juſtity this accu- 
ſation, eſpecially among the followers, of 
our new apoſtates and field-preachers ; — 
but then they are only the loweſt and illite- 
rate part of them ; — people-of any un- 
derſtanding will always know, that to fulfil 
with diligence and integrity the duties of 
their ſtation is a ſacrifice no leſs acceptable 


A man, however, who happens to have 


a zealot for his'wife, ſhould be very cau- 
tious how he attempts to turn the current 


of her paſſion; — weak minds are always 


in extremes; — and if he once brings her 
to believe that all the pains ſhe has taken 
are in vain, and that Heaven takes no cog- 
nizance of her works of ſupererrogation, 
ſhe may, *tis more than barely probable, 
look upon all duties of religion as equally 
unneceflary, — abandon herſelf to every 
thing her lawleſs inclination may ſuggeſt, 
and from an enthuſiaſt become a libertine ; 


bas a 
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— and then I appeal to any huſband, 


which of theſe two characters he will think 


moſt dangerous, either to his intereſt or 
his honour. 


In fine, a man will always find it a 
much lefs misfortune to have a wife who 
has too much religion, than to be yoak'd 
to one who has none at all; becauſe reli- 
gion, of what ſect or denomination ſoever, 
by its precepts allures to virtue and de- 
ters from vice. EL 5 


But what can be ſaid in the vindication 
of a man, who having nothing wherewith 
to reproach his wife except her piety, is 


continually making both her and himſelf 


uneaſy on that ſcore? — I am at this time 


particularly acquainted with a couple, who 


might be the happieſt people in the world 
if it were not for the difference of their 
ſentiments in matters of faith: — he is a 
man 'of great morality, but has but very 
little ſenſe of religion ; — ſhe has the 
moſt elevated notions of it: — he at 
ſome times laughs at her weakneſs, as he 
terminates it: — at others endeavours 
more ſeriouſly to reform, or rather to per- 
vert her judgment; but ſhe will not ſuffer 
herſelf to be perſwaded to omit any part 
of thoſe duties which Heaven requires 
from all its creatures, tho' at the ſame 


1 time 


— * - 
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time {ſhe neglects nothing that compleats 
the character of a good wife and the 
miſtreſs of a family, 4 


| Perceiving that all the arguments in 
ner power to urge in favour of reveal'd 
religion, drew from him only the common 
place modiſh ſarcaſms of the age, ſhe 
has for a long time avoided, as much as 
poſſible, all diſcourſes with him upon the 
ſubject; but he takes all opportunities of 
returning to it, not contented that ſne 
ceaſes to find fault with his notions, when 
he finds ſhe perſeveres in her own, which 
ſhe ſtill ſtrictly does, and I believe will 


always continue to do to the end of her 


life. 


\ 


She was one evening in her cloſet, when - 
he happen'd' to come home ſooner than 
ſhe expected, or than was his uſual cuſtom, 
and on being told where ſhe was, ran 


haſtily up ſtairs and ſurpriz d her writing 


at her eſcrutore. 


His entrance was too ſudden for her to 
conceal what ſhe was about; — and he 
ſnatching the paper from her, found it 
contain'd the following lines; © 


Now, — 


sccr. 8. The HUSBAND. 173 


Now, — now relax' d from en 
„ Siand from care, 
Let my joy'd foul to meet its God 
prepare! 
In contemplation wrapt, and heavenly 
that 

1 Set all the pleaſures of this world at 

noughtt 

6 9 with angels .— join my 

© humble lays, _ 

To chant, with them, the g great Je- 

© hovahl's praiſet 

« To glorify that ſaered name by whom 

6: Alone the "_— os our armee 

come! 

To bleſs that holy 80 which in- 
Apires 

All our chaſte wiſhes, — al our hal- 

© low'd fires! 

I' adore the wonders of the Trinity, 
(1:44 * almighty ae in e and 
done in Fhree!. : 

1 0 power ſupreme | — O goodneſs 
* infinite! -' 

Fountain of bliſs, — ſource of all 
| ©* true delight! 

© Still keep my ag devoted to N 

8 love, 

Nor let my vain imaginations rove 

To * beneath thyſelf. 
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How unhappy, Gra he, as ſoon as he 


had read this, is the man whoſe wife 


is a biggot ; —I came home thus early 
on purpoſe to play a game at Piquet 
with you, — but J find you are ſoar'd 
above my reach, — quite gone beyond 
the clouds.* — © I am ready to deſcend, 
my dear, anſwer'd ſhe with a ſmile, 
whenever the duties of my ſtation here 
cn earth require it : — the precepts of 
religion command me not only to obey, 
but alſo to oblige my huſband in all 
< lawful things; — ſo if you pleaſe we 
will go down and call for cards.“ — 

No, no, cried 9 ſullenly, I ſhall ſeek 
© better co With theſe words he 
fung out of th 4 room, went out, and 


| 1 not till the night was was well 


nigh ſpent. 2 


Sbe follow'd * . ſtairs, and even 
quite to the door of the houſe, entreating 


him to ſtay, — but in vain, e ſo much 


1 her, that, as ſhe afterwards 
inform' d me, ſhe-paſs'd the whole night in 
tears, inſtead of ing able to an her 


poetical ejaculation. | | 
Theſe things frequently l fl be- 


tween them, * tho? neither 0 them has 


any 


* 
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any reaſon to complain of the other, bur 
on the account I have been relating, that 


of itſelf is ſufficient to embitter all the ſa- 
tisfaction of both their lives. | 


I once knew another huſband who uſed 
his wife extremely ill merely becauſe he 
found ſhe believed and depended on what 
he calPd prieſtcratt. — He highly valued 
himſelf on the character of a Freethinker, 
yet was not one ſo much from principle 
as from the vanity of being rank'd in the 
claſs of fome great wits who he was told 
were fo. — He laugh'd at all the myſte- 
ries of religion, — made a jeſt of provi- 
dence, eternal judgment, and futurity 
yet if ſeiz'd with any indiſpoſition, tho 
never ſo ſlight, preſently imagin'd he 
ſhould die, and :mbled at the thought: 
— in fine, he was one ot thoſe whom the 
poet ſays, | | fis k 


£ Religion's bright authority they dare, 
And yet are flaves to. ſuperſtitious: 
-. San” A "HF EE” 


Here I cannot reſiſt the temptation of 
relating a little incident, which, though: 
ſomewhat foreign to my preſent purpoſe, 
my ſerve as a matter of merriment to 
part of my readers, and make others 
1 bluſh: 
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bluſh with conſcious ſhame at feeing their 
own weakneſs. ONT" i in the character of 
another. 


The perſon I am ſpeaking of happend | 
to keep his chamber on ſome trifling ail- 
ment; — his wife, who was never per- 


ed to leave him on theſe occaſions, 


was ſitting oppoſite to him on the other 
ſide of the chimney, when on a fudden 
ſhe cry'd out, — * Bleſs me! what 
© ſtrange things one ſometimes ſees in the 
© fire!” — © What do you ſee, demanded 
© he? — © Juſt in the middle there,” re- 
ply'd ſhe, pointing to the bars of the 
grate, there is the very figure of a 


+ clergyman in his habit, and a book 


5 open in his hand, and after him ſome- 
thing like a coffin and a crowd of per ple 
« following.” — The huſband's counte- 
nance chang'd at theſe words. — This 
is a plain omen of my death, ſaid he, 
1 juſt now feel a violent pain in my 
fide, — the diſorder has ſeiz d upon 
the pleura, — I ſhall not live an hour if 
I am not_blooded ; — fend this inſtant 
for a ſurgeon.” | 


The wife on this ſtarted up _ was 


going to do as he deſir'd ; but before the 
had * the door, * refum'd 


he 


r 


f 
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she, I. will firſt have the advice of a 
© phyſician; let John go directly to Dr. 


Echoes, Wh the 1 


Prate well, and as he comes back call 
* upon Mr. Probe, the ſurgeon z and: 


Bolus the apothecary ; — let them all 
make haſte, or I ſhall not live- to re- 


ceive their aſſiſtance.? ; 


Theſe orders were accompany'd with: 
the moſt. terrible groans ; ſo ſtrongly did 


imagination work upon him on the figures 
his ile had fancied ſhe ſaw. in the fire, 
that he really thought himſelf in the pangs 


of. death. — The deſcription Mr. Lee 


gives of Men of this turn I think is ex 


tremly natural, — his Words: are theſe 2 


When the ſup- aun ſhadows: that: 
ſhew'd at noon. 
But ſmall, appear moſt: long and ter- 
ud ; 
80 When we think fate hovers ober : 
t gur feads, ... 
Our. apprehenſions ſhoot. beyond . 
£ bounds. . 
6 -Owls,.; Ravens, Crickets, ſeem the: 
watch of death; 
Nature's worſt vermin ſcare her god-- 
like ſon asg 
dern of a | 
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Grow babbling ghoſts, and call us to 

dur graves.” - 

© Each mole-hill thought wells to a 
huge Olympus, 

While the ' fantaſtic dreamers heave 
and puff, 

And ſweat with an imagination's 
. „ee 


The perſons e this” <aperſtitious 
gentleman had ſent for being come, they 


taiPd not to magnify every ſymptom of 


the diſorder he complain*d of; and having 


once got him under their hands, it is not 


to be doubted but that he Paſs d through 
all the operations of their art. 


Bleeding, fobkting; emetics, cathar- 
Lics, and anodynes, at laſt brought him 
indeed almoſt ro the. point he fo much 
dreaded ;z — and now, behold ! how this 
Hero of ſceptiſm;'in all things relating to 
religion, gave an implicit belief to the 
moſt idle tale that ever was invented. ; 


The nurſe who arhagew bim, beafing 
pts groan one might in a moſt piteous 
-maniier, drew near to his bed-ſide and 
ſurpris'd him with theſe words: — Ah, 
fir, Haid he, if you would be perfyaded 
< to e off the — and apotheca- 
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ries, and take ſomething 1 could tell 


you of, T am ſure you! would er 
recover.“ | 


GS 


— 


c Aye, ery'd he A what is it 0 5 
— Alack, ir, reply'd ſhe, 1 am afraid 
you will only call me a ſilly old wo- 
man for my preſcription : — but, in- 
« deed, I once ſaw: a very great cute 


8 wrought by it on a lady Wh was in 


a much worſe condition than you are.” 
That's impoſſible, reſum'd he, no one 
was ever worſe than I am. — But no 
© more of theſe ſpeeches z — if you have 
© ſeen the good effect of the medicing r 
© will take it whatever it Is,” f 


? 1 
8 = 


Then, fir, ſaid ſlie; it is only to ws, 
© three: ſpoonfuls faſting, for nine morn- 
ings together, of the conſecrated water 
« that is made uſe of in the Romiſh: 
* chapels.” — What, cry'd he, are 2 
© a Papiſt, wy believe.in miracles ?? Ln 
No, indeed, ſir, return'd ſhe, 1 Was 
never at Maſs in my whole life; but 
* what I tell FOU. is as true e am 
alive.“ „ 117 4 


6 


5 1 KA 


Well, cry'd. he, "kk Gas Fo 
© 'tience, can FO; rocure me apy. Ochs s 
water? — 1 believe I can, fir,” an- 
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© ſwer'd ſhe; for I know the woman 
© that ſets the chairs and cleans out the 
© chapel in Warwick-ſtreet ; .— and if 
you pleaſe I will go to-morrow morn- | 
ing and endeavour to bring you ſome 
© of it. ks n 


"opportunity to attempt making a conyert 


The HUSBAND, Book z. 


* 


Whether the good woman, ſeeing how 


: much her | maſter was harraſs'd with 
phyſic, invented this ſtory merely to 
make him deſiſt taking any more, or 


whether ſhe had in reality been told ſuch 


a thing, I will not take upon me to de- 
termine, nor would the knowledge be of 
any conſequence ; — 1 ſhall only fay, 
that the ſtrong faith he had in the water, 
3 oin'd to the nouriſhing things ſhe took 


care to give him, in a ſhort time re- 


Pair'd thoſe breaches in his conſtitution 


which had been made by the operations 


he had ſuſtain'd. 


a Having been cured by this pretended 


miracle, moſt people will naturally ſup- 
poſe that he afterwards became as great 
à believer as he hitherto had been an 
infidel; but it was no ſuch matter with 
him. — His wife, tho' ſhe had too much 


ſenſe to um his recovery to the means 
preſcrib'd by the nurſe, yet ſhe took this 


of 


J TTT ES 
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of him; but he treated all her arguments: 


with deriſion, and uſed her very ill on her 
endeavouring to perſwade him to be what 
he reſolved never to be; — and, indeed, 


1 have obſerv'd that, generally ſpeaking, 


thoſe who call themſelves F reethinkers, 
though they boaſt being above giving 

credit to any of the myſteries of ſalva- 
tion, readily give faith to thoſe which 
one would think below the Asnity of | 
mankind to * to 


But to return to my — ject, as - 
which I muſt confeſs all this — Fee but 


a digreſſion, — I would fain have eve 


huſband reflect what he will get by endea- 
vouring to pervert the principles of his 


wife in point of religion : — if he fails, 


he undoubtedly loſes her affection; for 


it is impoſſible ſhe can long retain any: 


for a man who would make her renounce 
thoſe precepts on which her eternal happi- 


_ neſs depends: — and if he ſhould ſuc- 


ceed in the pernicious attempt, there is a 
ſtrong probability that he would find ve- 
rified? the words of Caſſani, an Italian 
Jeſuit, in his famous treatiſe on the hu- 
man mind: — A woman, fays that 
* reverend and learned author, who has 
no ſenſe of religion, is a weather cock, 
L -Bable to be turn'd aſide with every 
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© breath of temptation. that blows | upon 
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It would de eaßy for me to produce 
numberleſs examples in juſtification of 
this aſſertion; but it would be altogether 
ſuperfluous, and 1 ſhould only waſte my 
own and reader's time in making any re- 
petitions of what muſt have fallen. under: 
the obſervation of every one. 
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There needs no more than to conſider 
nature, to know that when a perſon has 
once renounced any principle or opinion 
whatſoever, they are always more zealous 
in oppoſing than ever they were in de- 

fending it, in order to ſhew the world 
how much they are convinced that the al 
teration of their ſentiments is right. 


A paſſage which JI have ſomewhere 
jad Juft now occurs to my remembrance, . 
and appears to me ſo extremely appli- 
cable to the occaſion I am peaking of, 
that 4 cannot forbear inſerting it: 


« Good is moſt bad, when chang'd 
from what it was, 
And our beſt things, when once cor- 
48 rupted, Worſt.“ 


ny 


But 


* 
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But E think I have ſpoke ſufficient- 
ly on this ſubject, and ſhall conclude: 
with earneſtly; exhorting every married 
man to believe, that in perverting his. 
wife from the duties of her religion, he 
will at the ſame time pervert her alſo; 
from all the duties owing to himſelf.. N 
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Over Curiouſneſs and: Affectation in 


Dreſs, how ridiculous in any man, 


but much more ſo in one who is a 


Huſband. 


1 Know of no one propenſity which ſo 


much debaſes the character of a man 


as effeminacy, or that ſerves more to 
render him contemptible in the eyes of: 


This ſpecies: of folly diſcovers itfelf_ in 
many ſhapes; — it is to be found in the 
tone of the voice, and every attitude of the 
perſon guilty of it; but I think it is in 
nothing more conſpicuous than in an over 
curiouſneſs and affectation of a peculia- 


rity in dreſs. There are ſome people who, 
to acquire the reputation of a man ol taſte 


in this point, waſte three parts in four of 
their time in conſulting with their taylor, 
their perriwig- maker, and their milliner, 


and if they hit on any invention which 


happens to take the fancy of the town, 


and afterwards becomes a general faſhion, 


and is call'd after their name, value them- 
ſelves more upon it than if they had 


found 
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found out the Longitude or the Philo- 
fopher's- Stone... -- ⁊· 


If theſe things are inexcufable in wo- 
men, who. from their very infancy are 
taught to pride themſelves in their beauty, 
and place their glory in attracting a 
number of admirers, what can be faid in 
vindication of thoſe men who act in the 
fame manner, yet have had a quite diffe- 
rent education, and ought to know that 
the leaſt meritorious qualification of their 
fex is a handſome perſon 2 


Tt muſt certainly be a confummate 
ſhare of innate vanity which can convert, 
as ſoon as he has thrown off his ſatche}, 
a ſlovenly ſchool-boy into a beau, and 
make him ſtudy the rules of Foppery 
with more attention, perhaps, than ever 
he did the Claſſics. e BLUES 


But it is nat the bufineſs of theſe pages 
to expatiate on theſe follies, how enor- 
mous ſoever they may be, of any per: 
ſons while they continue in a ſingle ſtate ;;. 


— my concern is ſolely for marriage, 


and my deſign to contribute all in my 
power to make thoſe united in ' theſe 
ſacred bands as happy as poſſible, — to 


which end I ſhall advance ſome poſitions 


whicle- 
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which I flatter myſelf are not unworthy 
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of a ſerious conſideration. 


In the firſt place, — I would have 


every man throw off the finikin the mo- 
ment he becomes a huſband, leſt his wife 


ſhould think herſelf ite by his 
example to laviſh her hours in the 1 55 
ridiculous manner; — and then, — in 
what a wretched ſituation muſt the affairs 


of a family under two ſuch heads be 


plunged EE Ws 


In the next, I would endeavour to con- 


vince them, that there are very few wo- 


men who truly love, and none who can 
eſteem a man who is of this turn; — the 
robuſt, — the fierce, have, generally 


ſpeaking, the moſt charms for that ſex, 


as we may ſee by their ſo often making 
choice of gentlemen in the army for their 


huſbands, in preference to thoſe of any 


other avocation, though perhaps. much 
more to. their IEP 


Milton, in his e of Adam, 
makes him not curl his Hair; — indeed 
there were no looking-glaſles at that time, 
but there were chryſtal ſtreams which 
might have ſupply'd that defect, and alſo 
veaurful plants and fruits which might 


have 
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have added a more freſh vermillion to 
his cheeks z — but he diſdain*d ſuch arts, 

and in thoſe — graces which nature 

had beſtow'd on him, approach'd the 

lovely partner ſent him by heaven as the 
choiceſt gift of the creation. | | 


That admirable poet, G of the 
| firſt man, — then little beneath the angels 
in ey and Purity, ſays thus : g- I 
= 11. 
His large fair front, and eye ſublime 
« declar'd 
« Abſolute Rule; his hyacinthian tacks 
s Down from his parted torelock man- 
ly hung, 
&s Cluftring,. but not beneath his ſhoul- ; 
ders broad.“ * 


C E 


This parent of mans was doubtleſs 
endow'd with every thing to inſpire love 
and reverence, and diſtinguiſh him for 

what he truly was, while in his ſtate of 
of innocence, the lord of the creation ; 
and nothing, methinks, can be more 
n, abſurd than to imagine that garments, 
24 which are only the livery of fin and 
c, ame, how much ſoever ornamented, 
ch an USGS aun honuar to the wearer. 
ſo K if gs J — n 
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It may; perhaps, be chought chat this 


is reaſoning in ſomewhat a ſerious 
manner on the ſubject, and I am very 
ſenſible will be ill reliſh'd by our beavus 
and belles: — I would not, however, 
have any one infer from what I have ſaid, 
that I am recommending either fig- leaves 
or homeſpun ruſſet for their-apparel ; — 
no, — a decent compliance with the mode 
of the country we live in ought to be 
obſery'd; and it is alſo. neceſſary. that 
there ſhould be a difference of habits ae- 
cording to the different ranks and condi- 
tions of the wearers 3 — I would only. not 
have the love of dreſs carry'd to ſuch an 
exceſs as to be erected” into a kind of 
fcience, and too much take up the mind, 
eſpecially of a huſband, e it _ wil 
n e ML beck, i: 3 e i 


Beſi des, when a man aber heis da 
Sees, too great an attachment to dreſs 
and ornament, it indicates a fondneſs for 
his own dear perſon, which can never be 
agreeable- to his wife. — But this is not 
the worſt; — ſhe may poſſibly take it 
into her head that he has ſome object in 
view whom he i is ſo induſtrious to pleaſe; 
— and then, — who can anſwer, if ſhe 
bas any thing of the virago in her com- 

— Poſition, 


a Ad. 


r 2 + © wy — heck 


poſition, but that his bottles of eſſence, 


his cold creams, and his Italian waſhes, 
may not be all thrown out of the win- 
dow; — his well- ſpread bag and ſoli- 
taire, ck the fine taſſels on his ſword 
and hat, torn into pieces, and the whole 


| beau demoliſn'd by _ her jealous fury 4. 


I muſt confeſs that I have a ſpice of ill - 
nature in my compoſition, which would 
have made me well enough pleas'd to 
have been ſpectator of ſuch a ſcene as 
this, had any one ever fallen in my way, 
either in real life, or repreſented on the 
ſtage, by Mr. Garrick, or ſome other of 


our comic poets. — But raillery apart; 


— for, indeed, the matter is of too ſe- 


rious a kind to be ond ow in a A" 
crous manner. | 


A woman, whether endow'd with a 
leſs or a greater degree of underſtanding, 
will be equally diſpleas'd with the beha- 
viour of a man of this turn, — If the 
former, her vanity will make her ima - 
gine that the hours he paſſes at his look - 
ing· glaſs would be better employ' d in ad- 
miring her charms, and hate him for the 
little regard he pays to them. — If the 
latter, — ſhe will reflect, that though his 


m ſhould ſet him above following 


any 
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any pecuniary avocations, yet, beſides 
philoſophy, geography, and other ſciences 
he has been taught in the ſchools, the 
public affairs of the nation, in which 
every man has a concern, ſhould ſeem 


to him more worthy of his attention than 


the modes of dreſs and ornament. 


In a word, — I may venture to pro- 
nounce, that a man who, after marriage, 


diſcovers an over-delicacy and ſolicitude 


about his own perſon, and in particular 
is exact in this article of dreſs, any far- 


ther than what deceney and the ſtation of 
life he is in requires, will ſeldom, if 


ever, preſerve the love and efteem of his 


wife and family, or be look'd upon as a 


man of ſolidity by the ſober and — 
part of his acquaintancſde. 


. Thoſe who are placed by fortune in 
à middle ſtate of life, have their thoughts 
generally taken up with their ſeveral 
trades or other occupations: — it is per- 
ſons of high rank and condition who 
are moſt liable to fall into this weakneſs ; 
— and it is therefore for their uſe that 


this ſection 1 is chiefly intended. 


| Theſe gentlemen heving always a 1 
beral. education, the advantage of or 
be 
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beſt books and converſation, and the 
examples of the illuſtrious dead, and 
probably of many living worthies in their 
own family, need, methinks, no more 


than to remember what ſteps: they ought 


to take to ſupport the dignity of their 


births. 


I can only wiſh that perſons endow?*d 
with every qualification to be the ſhin- 
ing ornaments of the age they live in, 
and leave behind them characters worthy 
the imitation of their poſterity, would 
take the trouble to aſk themſelves theſe 
few ſhort queſtions : l - 


Firſt, Whether the reputation of dreſ- 
ſing well can come in any competition 
with that of acting well? 


* 


Secondly, Whether it would not more 


redound to their honour to be the patron 


of men of letters, than the dupe of French 
tay lors and barbers. 


And Thirdly, Whether the Hours 


| waſted at the toylet might not be better 


employ'd in the ſtudy of what is owing 
from him as a good ſubject to his prince, 
and patriot of the common-weal, 


Theſe 
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* * 
* 


"Theſe kita Sar ole — en 
| foreign to marriage, but in effect they 
are far from being ſo; becauſe a woman 
who has any underſtanding of her own 
will always revere a man who. makes a 
right uſe of that ſhare he E himſelf en 

_ dow'd with. 
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8E 
Concerni ng the behaviour of a Huſband 


in regard of Children by a formen 
marriage, W on lle one ide. 


—_— the other... 5 


N Am ſo te a. end 0 to e 
1 & marriages, « tally when there 
Fora are children, her on the one 

fide or the other, that I ſhould 
not be ſorry if there were no occaſion for 
me to ſay any thing on this head; — but 
as theſe ſort of conjunctions are ſo fre- 
quent, and have the authority both of 


__ 


divine and human laws, I might with - 


very er Juſtice be accus'd of prejudic 
-K 40nd 
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and partiality if I omitted giving what ad. 
vice is in my power, where I believe it 
will appear to be more neceſſary than in 
any other one Circumſtance in A. 5 
When a huſband, the moment be is 
made ſo,/Either, becomes the father'of an- 
nian 's Thildfen ; or, on the other 
ſets a woman in the place of a mother 
over thoſe he may have had by a fir 
wife, it requires a more than ordinary 
Hare of circumſpection, as well as good 


ſenſe and. good nature, to conduct him- 
ſelf in ſuch a manner as to give no room 


for diſſatisfaction. 1 


The children e a feſt marriage -are 
1 to look with a diſcontented eye on 
this alteration, in the family, and to ſub- 
mit with very great reluctance to any 
commands laid on them by a new-made WM: 

ent; — nor Will: therę ever be wanting WW: 
1 5 Who will aggravate. ef 
every, little 2 of e W 


ik a 2 does not e the chillcen 
1 her huſband in every thing they deſire, 
be it ever ſo ynreaſanable, they preſently 
bes in to wimper, and cry, —. It would 
not be ſo if their own dear mamma was 
alive, on the refuſal of every requeſt. 8 
n 
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On every correction they receive for any 
fault they may have been guilty of, they 
run with ftreaming eyes and blubber d 
cheeks, bewailing the hard "uſage theß 
ſuſtain, to as many as they can find an 
opportunity of ſpeaking to; — the name 
ol ſtep· mother carries in it 1⁰ ungracious 
a ſound to the ears of moſt people, that 
chere are very few who do not readily 
give credit to all the idle tales are brought 
them to her prejudice; — the huſband, 
perhaps, is not the laſt who liſtens to the 


times reſents the behaviour of his wife 
towards them i in ſuch a manner as to oc- | 
aſion ver ent diſſentions: but if 
Ibis love, his good ſenfe, or his com- 
plaiſance,' keep him ſilent on that ſcore, 
Het cannot ſhe be eaſy on account of the 
bad character the ſtation ſhe has enter'd 
into has drawn upon her from others, — 
fo that all the ſweets of 2 will be 
embitter d by 1 it. 7 To oy 460; 


* 


On the other 10 — ik: A wah mar- 
ries a woman who has any children by a 


8 ormer hufband, there will be no leſs 
ie danger of a mutual diſſatisfaction ariſing 
10 in a ſhort time between them. — If he 
1 


happens unluckily to have any thing of 
an over-delicacy in his compoſition, he 
vill behold with an envious eye every en- 

K 2 dearment 


complaints of his children, and often 
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dearment- ſhe beſtows on the little zung 
cent pledges of her firſt affection; — he 
will impute the kindneſs ſhe treats then 
with as an indication. of her remainun 
tenderneſs for their. father, — — imagine 
that his memory 1s {till too precious u 
her, and, in Ane, grow W of. 1 
„„ 


But thou gh 1 am ede to belien 7 
that this is a caſe which happens mu 
leſs frequently than any other, yet 
it ſometimes does ſo is a truth I. = 
aver with the. greateſt aſſurance. —. I il 
_ not ſay it always proceeds from an er 
ceſs of love.; — no, it is more ofter 
ovwing to the pride and tenaciouſneſs of i 
? huſband, as f have already, obſerv'd.i 
treating on the article. of jealouſy. — Bu 
can any one be jealous of the dead? may 
- ſome people aſk: — it is, indeed, a littk 
. incongruous, yet, to my certain knoy- 
- ledge, there are men of this humour, odl 
as it may appear, and of the diſcontent 
which have riſen in their families merch 
on this account, could produce ſever; 
preſent inſtances, were it 8 fot 
me to do . 


. — 0 


_ 7 27 1 
„ a 


1 here are, however, many other cir 
cumſtances, which being too ,. obyiou 
| even to the moſt common 8 

Ik 


ms A ©, K „ Qu, 1 
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tand in no need of my making any mer 
tio of in this work; — I ſhall therefore = 
be only give a ſlight Pint in regard of one 
u particular, which I think is the moſt ge- 
us ENT, among thoſe people whoſe” 
Nei ot is caſt by” fortune 1 1n a. middle ſtate of. 
ha life. 2 1 
f a Nb ts 60; 44 . 

When æ man, by any loſſes or croſs 
WF accidents in life, begins to find himſelf ig . 
TE the leaſt ſtraiten*d in his circumſtances, 
uch or, thro? a narrowneſs of his own mind, 
that takes it into his head. to- apprehend. : 
cu wants where none are likely to enſue, he 
is either way apt to grumble at thoſe ex- 
pences which neceſſarily attend the bring- 
ing up of children: — paternal fondneſs 
naturally makes, all theſe things eaſy to 
moſt people; but without that, whatever 
they: c do f is done with Top and regret. 


ways + 


3 {13 #4 it 


A man- hs. marries a widow ought” 
certainly to look on all her children as 
his own, for ſuch they are by che firmeſt 
title of adoption; ; and as he takes their 
ER place in bed, ſhould think it his 
duty to do the fame in every thing elſe 
which regards them; and whoever 1 18. 
that neglects ſo eſſential a point, cannot 
deſerve the name either of a good huſband” 
or a good chriſtian, nor has any Ju 
reafon to hope the 8 attachment IE 
e 3 is : 


25 
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my opinion, that the little regard which 


and wives, to the offspring 


or 


fail of exhibiting, 


his wife, who. will always think herſelf 
lighted i in the perſons. 0 her children. 


Þ muſt. nevertheleſs ackavorledae it az 


we ſo often ſee paid both by. huſbands 
each other 

by a former marriage, is very much 
owing to the folly. and injuſtice, of the 
world, who will ſcarce ever allow. any 
merit of this kind eh in a enen 
tc -mother., N tp Aan +; 1 


But where both p 


. | bs. 2 | 


children, the matter 18 till much worſe; 5 


— the kindred of the deceas'd” parents on. 
each ſide are continually +. ih 


prying into every little indulg a en 2 


correction, receiyed by either, and ſe 


aut a pauſa. FF 


What miſcrable com matic ns, 6 wo 
eruel. fractions do theſe ir 5 


their too officious zeal for the. intereſt of : 
the remains of, their, Ta 0 relations, 


oy uently create in families —. The 


d and wife are ſet at variance, — 
5 children t 


9 all bi ie Vs all 0 


* 


1 


the molt terrible cull 


tions of partiality, whether. with or > with-. 


It, to-cnvy..and 275 
each other, — the ſervants-divi N 
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neglected, and every thing. involved in- 


diſcord and confuſion, nad oe 


4 


Sorry I am that it is not in- my power” 
to give any admonitions which might 


poſſibly prevent ſo great a miſchief; but 


the particulars which occaſion it are too 
numberleſs and nameleſs to be either 


mention'd or expatiated upon in a work: 7 


of this nature: — I would, indeed, 


ſwade every huſband and wife to 401 u 
this article as becomes their characters, 


and the love they bear to each other, be- 


cauſe a conſciouſneſs of having fulfill'd: 
their duty will be a conſolation to them- 
ſelves 3:-—- but much I fear, at the ſame: 
time, chat it will be the IRE OE | 


their virtue will receive. 


"2 | 


Here may? buſband; 0 adds Wü | 
ſelf in this perplex d and unhappy or 
0 


tion, be tempted to demand, — To what: 


end have I mention'd a ſubject 1 


there is no redreſs? — But let him have 


a little patience, and I doubt not but to: 
convince him, that tho* the evil cannot: 
perhaps be totally remedy'd, either by 


his own or his wife's moſt Prudens.en-- 
deavours, yet the aſperity of it bo in 
great meaſure be alleviated. e 


. * o - 
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The methods 1 would adviſe a 11 
band to take are theſe : — Firſt, I would 
have the children, whether they are his' 
own or his wite's, ſent immediately after” 
his marriage out of the houſe, — in order” 
to be educated under perſons proper to 
be employ'd in that truſt; but not with 
any of their kindred, from whom it is 
neceſſary, for the reaſons aforeſaid, to 
keep them as much at a diſtance as poſ- 
fible, till they arrive at an age which may 
defend them from giving credit to any 
idle inſinuations to the prejudice of their 
oun peace as vell as that of their Parents. 


> 


oy 


When theſe children happen 0 be on 
the huſband's fide, che wife will doubt- 


leſs be fo far from oppoſing their removal. 


that ſhe will rejoice at it. — If both of 
them were parents before they came to- 
gether, ſhe cannot, with any appearance 


of reaſon, reſent his treating thoſe who - 


call her mother in the ſame faſhion he 


does thoſe of whom he is the natural 
father. | 


The greateſt aificulty a huſband will 
find is, that when having no children of 
his own he has married a woman who is a 
mother : — here he will ſtand in need of 
al his rhetoric to prevail on her te turn 


from 


* 


by N FO a . 


| 
f 
1 
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from her preſence thoſe, dear pledges of 
her firſt Affection: — yet would I. have 
him not deſpair, — — the ſame motives 
which induced ber to to enter into a ſecond 
gement will, 1 believe, induce her 
45 to give this proof of her complai- 
ſance for the preſent poſſeſſot of her 
heart, if he attempts to win her. to it by 
thoſe ſoft and endearing, methods whic 
few men are ignorant in 4 practice of, 


when it is their intereſt to exert them: : 
ſelves, in that point. 


$ s 
Coy © #5 AF : 
ST we £ ++ SS : 2-4 = 0 _ 4 
* 


When he has got the little innocents 
thus diſpos' d on, it will behove him to 
do every thing in his power to keep their- 
mother from repining at their baniſhment, , 


or ſuſpecting that it was Want of affection. 


either to her or them Which had aer 
him ſeen deſirous of their departure, — 


he muſt not only g wich her frequently. 


to viſit them, and be continually ſending 
ſome pretty toy or other, ſuitable to their. 

years and fancies, but muſt alſo double 
his careſſes to herſelf, and, for a time at 
leaſt, till ſhe is ſomewhat wean' d, in- 

dulge her in all thoſe diverſions and 
En ſhe ſeems: moſt n to take. 


Indeed 1 bas of no one 1 


in marriage half ſo delicate as this, non 


which W ſo. much the circumſpec- 
_ So 1 


as 
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4 * : 4 v 4 6.3 1 we, - bs. Ss 4 
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: pi and aſſiduity of a huſband to manage 
well: — bur: the particulars of That will 
beſt berome him to do ar e ſo numerous, | 
| and withal fo various, bt it is utterly 
impoſfſidle to preſcribe any diſtinct rules 
—_ for that purpoſe ; I ſhall therefore cnly 
= - fay in the general, that every man whoſe 
'F wife has children by a former huſband 
mould always take care to "behave to- 
Wards them with the greateſt tenderneſs 
whilſt in their infancy, and as they ar- 
rive nearer to maturity, with * and ; 
complaiſance. vw R 
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Ho. greatly are maffind deceived 5 
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8 E C oy | 
The unparalled weak 
band who, to the pr 28577 perhaps Tine haps 
ruin, of bis Wife 2 Famuly, ſuf= 
- fers bimſelf 0 be zmpls 4 upen oY 
thoſe pretended Connoſſeurs in A 


and Sciences. who dig kennel 
by the title of 2 : ? 


by appearances ! - When, Wen 
man live in perfect concord® Winti 
wife, that they have *vry rftinfs gbout 
them befitting the rant they hold am ME, 


and are guilty of nothing Inch can Cali 


either of their characters iff- qdefHGH , 
we preſently, pronounce them a xery 


happy couple; — but; alas! how. ad a 


miſtake does this often prove ifi tit 
end? — It is not ſufficient that a an 
is endow'd by nature with? nd MI pro: 

penſities, nor has imbib'd chem either 
from example or education; — that he 
runs into no excefſes, Ather as to Wine, 


women, or gaming; — — he may be a well 


condition'd, a virtuous, and 4, good man, 
and yet de a very Sod _ hufbang; 


204 The HUSBAND. Book 3. 
much a paradox as this may ſeem, it 
will be eaſily reconciled, on our giving 
ourſelves the trouble of conſidering that 
there are ſome ſort of follies Which, if 
indulged, are no leſs pernicious to the 
intereſt of 2 my N the IE of 
Vices. 5 


6, 1 the many and various inven- 
tions by which the thoughtleſs and unde- 
ſigning part of mankind too often ſuffer 
themſelves to be impoſed upon by the 
more ſubtle and crafty, I know of none 
which, without appearing to be ſo, are of 
more ruinous conſequences to families 
than thoſe daily put in practice by a ſet of 
men, who, by the help of a few cant 
words, paſs for connoiſſeurs in painting, 
ſculpture, drawings, ſhells.; and, in fine, 
in every curiality both of art and nature. 


Theſe pre l 2 them- 
| ſelves into all the companies they can, — 
ſound the inclinations of every one they 
enter -into converſation with, and when 
they find a gentleman diſcovers a taſte 
for any particular art or ſcience, are never 
unprepar'd with a ſnare to r him j in, 
e ee * 


1 they find he is an N of pic- 
tures, — * invite him to ſee a 
: curious 


=y 
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curious collection in the hands of ſome 
friend of theirs; — he rejoices at the op- 
portunity of feaſting his eyes, and goes 
with them; — there they meet, as if by 
accident, with ſome one of their own 
tribe, who tells them that ſeveral excel- 
lent pieces, all originals, are juſt im- 
ported from Italy, and that he can pro- 
cure them a ſight of them; — the gentle- 
man is again made one of the party, and 
thus they hurry him from one picture- 
broker's to another, till they have got 
into his confidence, and fully eſtabliſh'd 
him in that gout to which he had a na- 
tural tendency, they carry him to an 
auction, where being themſelves the prin- 
cipal proprietors, they have their puffers 
to bid high, and by this means the un- 
wary gentleman is. frequently drawn in to 
give, for what perhaps is not worth 
twenty ſhillings, double the numhyr or 
pounds. 5 1 


If he deligbts in medals and antique 

coins, they can produce him pieces ſtruck 
ſeveral hundred years before the birth of 
our bleſſed Saviour. — If in drawings or 
ſketches in crayons, they produce the 

figure of Deianira in her diſtraction, after 
having made her huſband wear the en- 


venom'd ſhirt given her by the Centaur; _ 


— old Priam's palace before the ſack of 
VVV 1 
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Tro 3 and a thouſand ſuch like things, 
all ſaid to be the work of Titian's own. 
hand. — In a word, they can flatter his 
imagination with i it is ſet upon, 


provided they find his purſe as open to 
their demands as his ears are to their i im- 


poſitions. 


1 have been eredibly inform'd that a 
gentleman of no very large eſtate, but 
extremely fond of the marvelous, gave 
five hundred guineas for a feather, which 
ſome of - theſe Virtuoſi aſſur'd him had 
been dropt from the pinion of a Phœnix, 
as the bird of Paradiſe was taking her laſt | 
flight to her aromatic neſt. 


Strange, and almoſt incredible, are the 
effects of this unha 5D infatuation : — 1 
once knew a perſon, - who having no 
other fortune than what aroſe from a 
pretty lucrative employment he held un- 
der the government, laid out all the 
money he could ſave from the neceſſary 
SINN? of life in copper medals, and 
neces of old coin, which he was made to 

lieve were half as ancient as the crea- 
tion, and had been found in digging up 
the foundation of ſome ruin'd caſtle, or 
the draining marſhy grounds, and fuch 
like tales. — His wife beheld theſe pur- 
caſes 1 with the utmolt regret, and often 
Es remon- 
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remonſtrated to him the folly of waſting 
his ſubſtance in ſuch baubles ; ; byt he. al- 
ways anſwer' d in theſe terms: — © You: 
are a fool, — theſe noble remains of 

«: antiquity. will not only do me honour. 
while 1 hve, but alſo be a better pro- 
viſion for my family after my death 

< than my. I could otherwiſe have made. 
The poor woman, however, proved 
the trueſt prophet; for on his deceaſe 
theſe boaſted curioſities being exhibited to 
ſale were found of little more value than 
their weight, and three fine daughters, 
whom this deluded man had left behind 
him, inſtead of having the portions they 


expected, were all reduced to go to 
ſervice. 


One great misfortune of this propenſi- 
ty, and which often occaſions the ill con- 
ſequences attending it, is, that thoſe 
people who are beguiled by it, imagine 
that while they are indulging their own 
inclinations, they are at the ſame time 
_ enriching themſelves, and doin good to 
their poſterity ; — ſuch a duſt does it caſt 
upon the eyes of reaſon that they can ſee 
nothing but through the falſe opticks of 
prejudiced opinion. — J am apt to think 
that the humorous poet had this very de- 
ception in view When he wrote theſe 


— lines ; * ws l ; 
Ls Doubt- S; 


** 
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Doubtles the pleaſure is a8 great, ©. 
Of being cheated, as to cheat; 
As lookers-on feel moſt delight, 

That leaſt perceive a juggler's Night. % 
And ſtill the leſs they underſtand, .. .. 
The more 3 admire the FI of . 
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N hand. s 5 
5 ft e that i in 1 1 
courſe of my obſervations I have not met 
with many things which afford me more 
matter for aſtoniſhment than to ſee men 
of the beſt underſtanding - and ſhrewd. 
judgment in other affairs, blindly; give up 
their reaſon, and ſuffer themficlies to be 
impos'd upon in the moſt groſs manner 
by theſe rarity-mongers and dealer in 
er „ 40 FER 25 
| rin law” great perſon, who. was 
allow'd to penetrate as deep into, man- 
kind as any one who is no more than 
man himſelf can do, became ſo much the 
dupe of this ſpecies of knavery, that he 
laid out ſeveral thouſand pounds on pieces 
which  paſs'd upon him for the moſt 
choice works of Titian and Raphael; but 
when afterwards examin'd by ſome who 
had either more ſkill or leſs intereſt to 
deceive him, were found to be bad Fogins 


* 
— 


of very indifferent _— ; _ 21 in 
fine, of no real value. : 


Painting is undoubtedly a very noble 
ſcience, yet I can never be brought to be- 
lieve that any picture, though it were 
even really drawn by the pencil of Apelles 
himſelf, can be intrinfically worth half 
thoſe ſums which, to my knowledge, 
have frequently been paid for the daub- 
ings of a certain dabbler in the art, who, 
by expoſing his pieces for ſome time 
in the ſun and wind, and rubbing che 
back ſide of the canvas. with a pumice 
ſtone till it is almoſt as thin as a leaf, has 
given them the air of antiquity. 


I ſhould; however, rather laugh than 
be angry at theſe deceptions, if they 
were put in practice only on thofe who, 
among the rich and great, as ſome ſuch 
I fear there are, have no bowels of com- 
miſeration for the diſtreſſes of their fel- 
low creatures; — or on miſers, whoſe 
hoarded money, which might otherwiſe 
lie rufting in their bags, would by this 
means be brought to circulate : — but 
when men of ſmall fortunes and large 
families are thus drawn in, I cannot help 
thinking but that the perſons guilty of 
ſuch frauds are worſe than common 

ob 
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whderd. and e at leaſt an equal 
puniſhment. 


But as I cannot be vain enough to. - 
imagine that any thing I am able to ſay 
will put a ſtep to artifices by. which ſuch, 
numbers of men, too proud to beg and, 
too lazy to work, are indebted for their. 
ſuſtenance, I ſhall add no more on the 
ſubject of their behaviour; nor ſhould: 


have enter'd on the particulars I have 


done, but in the view of warning thoſe 
who may now be on the point of being 


ſeduced, to turn their backs in dune ag 
_ thun the fatal infatuation, 


Theſe 5 monttibas could hot; I think, 
preſented. to the public -at a more 
aſonable time than this, as the wonders 
ald to be found in the new- diſcoverd 
ſubterranean city of Herculaneum, and 
ſome other places lately mention'd. by our: 
news-writers, will undoubtedly furniſn 


freſn temptations for the unwary and 
over, curious. 


* heartily wiſh that we dne "Kos | 
MA that = thumb of an Alcides in Fa. 
rian marble, pretended to be procured 
with great expence and infinite applica- 
As: Sort: not. become the n for 

| #-S . ome 
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| Twlcagy: $7 


A 


. one or Ertan F money: - 
be laid out to much better purpoles. 


' Perſons of this Unhappy turn of mind: 
have not the power to ſtop- in their. ca- 


reer; — they cannot hear of a thing: 


which has any appearance of the mar- 


velous, without being imp tient to. be- 


come maſters of it; and, if their fortunes 
would permit, would not be ſatisfied till; 
they had as many rarities in their: poſ- 
ſeſſion as Mr. Laſcelles and ſome. other. 
authors. report are in the Grand Duke * 


olitory at Flores. 


1 think that among. all thoſe. commo=- 
dities which are. call'd curioſities, there- 
are none which, more deſervedly bear that 
name, and by which the purchaſer is the 
leaſt able robes impos'd' upon, as ſhells, 
— it being impoſſible to counterfeit thoſe - 
admirable productions of nature; — ſame 
of theſe are extremely beautiful, and 
while they delight the eye, afford the fineſt: 
matter for contemplation, and it muſt be 


Fonfeſz d, are very. proper ornaments. for 
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It is, „however, the rich and 2 
whom. i would wiſh to ſee. make 3 
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of this kind,. — perſons who map expect. 


. poſterity will retain theſe reliques ig. 
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their families; but as for thoſe of mode- 
rate fortunes, whoſe wives and childrer 
muſt, in all probability, after their de- 
ceaſe, be reduced to diſpoſe of them, it. 
is e the higheſt madneſs in them 
to lay out their money in things which, 
being of no other, intrinſic value than 
what is given them by the fancy of the 
purchaſer, will turn to very little ace 


count. 5 


1 am very ſorry ſorry to arte there is 10 
mall a ſhare of e ere compaſſion, 
or generoſity at prefent in the world, that 
few people, when they find any thing i is 

d to fale thro* the neceſſities of the 


owner, will not bid the twentieth part of 


the price which perhaps they would 
readily enough give the whole of, were 
it in che hands of e common broker: EW" 


: + « 
P ” _—_ 4-4 
? 2 1 + _ i * 92 1 * "lb +4 0 


A wife therefore” cannot, without" the 
extremett -regret, behold her huſband 
laviſh- away his Tubſtance i in toys which 
ſhe knows muſt, ſome time or other, be 


parted with to very great loſs; and this 
reflection will be 805 to make her burſt 


into violent paſſions, or throw her into a 


gloomy diſcontent, either of Which will 


mfallidiy render her incapable of /dif- 


charging any of the duties of her ſtation 
a otherwiſe ſhe pould 905 3 — all things 


wil 
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will go wrong in the houſe, and her 
huſband of ren * made very 
e n 


Muck tote micht doubtleſs be ſaid'en - 
ſo copious a ſubjeck, and will probably be 
expected from me; but this little treatiſe 


i affords not room to dwell too long upon 


rticulars, and I flatter myſelf that the 


few hints I. have given wifl be: fufficient 


remonſtrances to thoſe whom it moſt con- 
cerns, to be attentive to them. 
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SECT, 3 


S — ſome fart of the an con- 
3 attending that” dangerous | 
-drverfion, and bow ill it betomes a 


married man in e 10 in- 1 
Aulge bimſelf ene 


N immoderate 1 of ti 3 - 
allow'd by every one to be ſo in- 
corrigible a propenſity, that it may ſeem 
altogether fruitleſs to offer any thing in 
oppoſition to it: — this I am as ſenfible 
of as any one can be; yet as I am certain 
there are many people drawn into the 
deſtruftive amuſement: more by the ex- 
ample and perſuaſion: of thoſe they un- 
- happily converſe with, than by their own 
inclination, | 1 chiak ir u duty in this 
undertaking give Ach neceſlary pre- 
N as ſha occur to men the oe. 
caſion. „ . 


3 to my opi nion, air are 
but two motives which can excite to 
gaming, neither of which, I Id think, 
a man endow'd with any ha of ſenſe 
or honour would allow himſelf to encou- 
rage. * avarice, — the 3 ; 
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baſe and ſordid paſſion of the ſoul, as it 
tends to the increaſing our own ſubſtance 
{by another's lois. — The ſecond is paſſing 
away the time, — which is the very worſt 
of frenſies, tempting us to throw away 
the moſt precious thing on this ſide eter 


nity, and what perhaps, in ſome moments. 


before death, we would give much more 
than we were ever, or could be poſſeſs d 
of, to retrieve, were it poſſible to be 
dr UOTE OTE 


For art, I pity from my very 
ſoul hoſe 921 5 ety hear e 
that time hangs. heavy on their hands ; — 
not only becauſe it-ſhews that they have 
a a prodigious vacuum in their heads, but 
_ alſo, which is yet worſe, that they are 
not defirous of having it filPd up with 
any commendable. ideas z — theſe ſeem 
to make no manner of uſe of the reaſon 
Heaven has endow'd them with ;—all the 
hours not ſpent in fleeping, eating, drink». 
ing, or. ſome diverſion, are irkſome to 
them; — they know not what to do 
with themſelves, — they ſtalk about like 
things put in motion by mere machinery, 
and arè led away by every thing that 
affords them the leaſt proſpect of giving 
a fillup to the ſpirit ss. 
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25 3 le I mould think ; is 
e the leaſt proper amuſement that can be 
for that ok ; — the hopes of winning, 
the fears of loſing, and the ſuſpence be- 
| tween theſe two paſſions may indeed keep 
the mind awake : — but how is it kept 
ſo? — Why, by a perpetual anxiety. — 
- Unhappy. certainly muſt that man be, 
_ whoſe ſpirits muſt either, fink into a dead 
calm, or be rouz'd out of it 1 ſenſatiom 
of ſo uneaſy a nature 
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They will tell you that they play only 
to . themſelyes; — and doubtleſs 
there are many who ſit down with no 
other view; — but every looker- on at a 
gaming - table muſt de convinced, by the 
various attitudes of the parties engag d. 
how much it is in the power, of the 
turn of à card, or the caſt of a dye, to 
convert this miſcall'd pleaſure into a real 
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| and moſt l follicitude. rn 
bo An anonymous, but very ingenious c 
—_ - author. ſpeaking of gaming, has a paſ- il = 
ſage which ſtruck: me very much on the I tl 
Sand — Theſe are his words: er 
3 bo WM 

= 1 Among many F little Ac re- 


b | 5 © lated to me when a boy, 1 remember to 
c 4 * have heard one, ſays he, of a famous V 
| * magician, M 


„J I. 
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« magician, who in revenge for an af- 
front offer'd to him by the inhabitants of 
« ſome town or village, compell'd all the 
children of it to follow the ſound of an 
« enchanted pipe he play'd upon, till 
they came to the . of a great lake, 


| « where the earth giving way under their 


; * Tots they fell in and were all drown'd. 
— This tale, continues he, tho' calcu- 


c 2 merely to pleaſe perſons of the 


age I then was, ſeems to me to have a 
perfect analogy with that immoderate 


love of gaming at preſent ſo predo- 


. * mingns among all degrees of people: 
— men at firſt engage in it to pleaſe. 

* company, or trifle away an idle hour; 

* but ſoon - become intoxicated with it, 


© are unable to give over, but dance on 


* to perdition after the muſic of a rattling 
* dice-box.* 


I ſhall not Ss cxpatints on the rui- 
nous conſequences which frequently at- 
tend the love of gaming, — its miſ- 
chiefs are too numerous, — too obvious, 
— too much acknowledg'd, even by 
thoſe moſt infatuated by it, and too ſe- 
verely felt by their families, to ſtand in 
need of being repreſentad. | 


But theee i is one conſideration which, 
vithaus the help of any other to give it 


force; 
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force, ſhould of itſelf, methinks, be ſuf. 
ficient to make every man who is mar. 
tied refrain from indulging any inclina- 
tion to this fatal amuſement z — T be- 
lieve J ſhall be eaſily underſtood to mean 
the perpetual diſcontents and apprehen- 
ſions a wife muſt neceſſarily be involy'd- 


The many lonely hours, ſometimes 
whole nights, the wife of a gameſter 
paſſes in his abſence, might be ſuſtain'd 
with chearfulneſs by a woman of pru- 
gence, if ſhe knew that time was em- 
ploy'd in any laudable affair, tending 
either to his own honour or, the intereſt 
Of his family ; but when ſhe is convinced 
it is waſted among bullies and ſharpers, 
and cannot be certain but that a moment 
may deprive him of all he is maſter of 
an the world, what terrible alarms muſt 
Se vorrnaſintg #7 nh 


Whether he comes home a winner or 


a loſer, her anxiety, her dread, is ſtill 
the ſame; and one would think, exclu- 
five of that fond affection which ought 
to fill the breaſt of every huſband, no 
man of honour, common good-nature or 
humanity, could perſevere in a thing 
which he knew muſt render the woman 
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he had Jo unhappy in her _ | 
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oy ela are Ray 
thinks ſo utterly inconſiſtent with the 
ends for which marriage was ordain'd as 
this dangerous amuſement, if it were 
even on no other ſcore than the domeſtic 
inquietudes it muſt of courſe create, it 
moſt nearly concerns every man, how 
y ſoever he may have been attach'd 
to it before, to put on a firm reſolution 
of abandoning it for ever from che mo- 
ment he becomes a huſhand. Of 
To aſt him i in * _ * mould 
conſider that he is no longer entirely his 
own maſter; — that he has now taken 
to himſelf a ſecond ſelf, whom he is 
bound by all laws, both human and di- 
vine, to cheriſh and make as happy as 
he can, and that if he acts a eontrary 
part towards her, it is quite as unnatural as 
if his right hand ſhould quarrel with his 
left, or any one member of his body 
riſe in oppoſition to the ——_— 


I have flow only to add à few words} 
by way of caution, to thoſe perſons wha 
being wholly free from this vice before 
W d are liable to be drawn into it 
aA L 2 after 
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afterwards ; — as, indeed, who is there 


that is not ſo, in an age when it is ered. 


ed almoſt into a ſcience, and look'( 
upon, by the modiſh part of the world, 
as the greateſt unpoliteneſs not to have 


ſome learning in? © 


I fincerely wiſh that it were in my 
power to perſwade every man who is 4 
huſband to avoid, as much as poſlible, 
all ſociety with thoſe who love play; and 
above all things, never wap 3 
upon to go to a gaming- table; — for 
though he may be 8 thither with 
no other deſign than to be a looker- on, 
it is a thouſand againſt one but that he 
is tempted to bet, either on the one ſide 
or the other, which is much of the ſame 
conſequence as if he play*d himſelf, and 
is, generally ſpeaking, the firſt ſtep taken 

by thoſe who afterwards become profeſs d 
WJ Bren 1194715 77 9 
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| Some other things which it 3 be 
wiſdom in @ Huſband to avoid, as 
being no leſs deſbructive to the peace 


and intereſt of bs NF” _ 


Gaming. 


Ethinks there cannot - be 2 greater 

weakneſs than to depend too much 

on chance; or, in other words, to 

part with a certain good for an uncertain 

better. — Who would have imagined that 

the year 1920 ſhould have been for ever 

memorable for the ruin of numberleſs fa- 

milies in its fatal æra? — yet how ſoon 

was it forgot? — many, even of the un- 

happy ſufferers, threw their laſt remains 

into the next bubble that preſented itſelf. 

There is at ſome times an epidemic infa- 

tuation which runs through the minds of 

men, and is incurable by all the efforts of 

reaſon; — I am ſorry to obſerve that te 

fame humour of quitting the ſubſtange 

for the ſhadow ſtill prevails to ſuch a de- = 

gree among us. dn dre are few who d 

not madly diſſipate in hunting after luck : 

what ought to be aj ah cloſe e im nprov'U | 

wks: hone induſtry.” — : 
. L 3 +" 
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If any one Jeſs adventurous than them- 
ſelves pretends to argue with them on 
this head, they preſently reply, — That 
they love to put themſeves in Fortune's 
way, — never conſidering the vaſt odds 
between the numbers of thoſe whom that 
capricious and eee deity 
vouchſafes to liſt up with her hand 10 
opulence, and thoſe ſhe kicks down to 
miſery and poverty with her heel. | 


I find a very bu morous deſeription of 
this imaginary power in the works of his 
Grace the Duke of Buckingham, which 
as it may not have fallen into every one's 
hands, I think it not * to tran- 
ſcribe: ee e e e e en 


* Forrune, made up of toys and im- 
pudence; 2 

4 Thou common je, chou haſt 130 
common ſenſe! 
4 But fond of buſineſs, infolently ins: 
© Pretend to. rule and ſpoil the worde 
affairs! 
© She flutt' ring up and down her fa. 
< vour throws 
* On the next met, not mir ing 
. © what ſhe does, ; 

K £ Nor Why, nor whom, ſhe: helps. 
or injures, knows. 2 


5 Some- 
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Sometimes ſhe ſmiles, then like a 
fury raves, 


And ſeldom 3 . but fools or 
6 knaves. 


' + Let her love-whom ſhe pleaſe; I com 8 


to Woo her, 

While ſhe ſtays with me P11 be <p 
«$0 Her 

6 But if ſhe offets- once to move her 
* wings, 


* In fling her back all her vain E 


ga things, 
6 And; arm'd with virtue, will more 
« glorious ſtand. 
© Than. if the birch ſtill bow'd at m 
command. 
U marry honeſty; tho? ne*er: A poor;.' 
+ Rather than follow ſuch a bliod dull 
8 whore. | 


Mr. Dryden, i in a more Srious manner,, 


expreſſes the ſenſe he had of the grear 
weakneſs of thoſe people who place any 
dependance upon chanee or fortune; — 1 
ſhall only quote two lines of his, which 
may ſerve as an epitome of the whole of. 
what he ſays upon:the ogcaliohsg 2 25 


4 Fortune a goddeſs is to- fools. alone, 


The viſe are er ma l a 
ws own. n 


L. 4. 


1 Nan 


4 
f 
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| ring on chance, I look upon as a kind of 


proof not at all inferior in its flavour, and 
would retain its purity as long as that 


every one, are of no 3 bad roy N 
to che wentun 


to new invented ſchemes, — which, tho 
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| id 1 into e — - high 
betting at horſe races, — cock matches, 
being all of them things entirely depen- 


gaming, and daily inſtances may convince 


may alſo add, ſubſcribing 


they may be calculated for public good, 
and in effect might prove fo, if properly 
concerted before put in execution; yet, 
through ſome miſtake in the beginning, 
more often miſcarry than ſucceed, and the 
projector himſeif, as well as thoſe he had 
drawn in to become proprietors, are ruin'd 


by the methods they took to enrich _ 


ſelves. 


The 3 oil 17 5 Beechmaſt, 
as A.- A. and has as into execu - 


er IN 


the public, as the oil being found on the 


imported from Lucca, or any other * 
of 2253 


vow 
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His Azilla, or Goldes Ilande, on the 
coaſt of Florida, was alſo far from being 
a viſionary ſcheme, as many thought, or” 
as many others, out of envy to the great 
abilities of that gentleman, maliciouſly. 
ſuggeſted, ſet on foot with a view. of im- 
poſing on the world, but was capable of 
being made greatly conducive to the ho- 
nour of the nation and the, intereſt of 
thoſe, concern'd in the undertaking, as'18- 
evident by General Oglethorpꝰs expedi- 
tion and the ſucceſs of the colony of 
Georgia,. which is the ſame tract of land 
call'd by Mr. Hill Azilia, not improper- 
ly ſo nam'd by him, as he intended and: 
hoped it would be an aſylum for the dif-- 
treſs·d of all functions and capacities. | 1 


Yet, through ſome. fatat. miſtake or 
miſmanagement in the conduct, both theſe- 
hudable ſchemes were Fender d abortive, 
and the large ſums which had been con- 
tributed towards promoting them entirely 
thrown away, as well as the high expec- 
tation of the Projector himſelf fruſtrated... 


If chen ſuch de ſigns, which” ſeem to 
have their foundation on reaſon, and af- 
ford the beſt and faireſt proſpect both of 
public and private advantage, are liable 
to. become 10 * to the perſons: 


Ls con; 3 
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concern'd in them, how great muſt be the 
infatuation to engage in others which 
have no ſuch excuſes, and are wholly 
under the guidance of chance or accident? 


As to lotteries in particular, I cannot 
help being of opinion, by the behaviour 
of thoſe who venture largely in them, 
that even he who is ſo lucky to have 
his ticket come up a prize, pays very 
dearly for it by the ſuſpence and anxiety 
he ſuſtains during the whole time his fate 
is undeterminꝰ d. . 


1 may alſo add, that all thoſe things, 
the event of which are wholly in the 
power of chance, occaſion an almoſt total 
neglect of honeſt induſtry in the lower 
Claſs of people, and are one great cauſe 
of that decay of hoſpitality and benevo- 
lence which ought to be the characte- 
Tiſtic of the more rich and opulent. 


_ I would not, however, entirely debar 
any gentleman, whoſe circumſtances will 
admit of-it, from doing as others do on 
this occaſion, and ſacrificing to the modiſh 
caprice of the times, — provided always 
it be no more than he can well ſpare from 
more commendable purpoſes, — give him 
no anxiety for a return, nor pain on 
Ending it irrecoverably loſt ; — in 7 80 

36 what 


— ws # 


* . ᷣ TT 


r Www = UND — — 


sxcr. 4. The HUSFAND: za: 
what will neither break his own.” peace, 
on cat 


who having no more than a bare com 
tency for the ſubſiſtence of himſelf, his: 


uncertain ocean of foreune;- 


he is maſter of, by an unwearied applica- 


any diſappointments, by aceidents un- 
foreſeen and impoſſible to guard againſt, 


nor leſſen the We he go e 


„8 


But Lie can never rn a huſband, 5 


wife and family, ſhall hazard the greateſt 
part of it, or perhaps the ae on * 


Wiſe will that man be e 
all people of a right way of — 4 
and happy will he find himſelf in the 
end, who attempts not to ſoar beyond 
the f phere which Heaven has placed him 
in, —-purſues no delufive proſpects, 
graſps at no empty ſhadows, but endea- 
vours to improve the little or the much 


tion, and diligent attention to whatever 
buſineſs or avocation he is belt Aed 2 
by nature or education 


Such a one will v 3 0 | 
thrive ; but if even he ſhould meet with 


the aſperity of them will be — ſoft- 
ened ; firſt, by the conſciouſneſs that they 
have not fallen on him through any fault 
or 2 of his own; and, ſe- 

 —  _ cendlyy 
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condly, ; by that compaſſion which the 
woll bad as it is, is apt to feel for 
the diſtreſs of a good and prudent man: 
— whereas on the contrary, he who has 
_ undone | himſelf by following chimeras, 
will be made doubly wretched by remorſe 
and ſhame; — he will be unpitied by 
his friends, and Huge at t by his enemies. 


A certain moſt. ingenious ws eminent 
author tells us, that hope is no more than 
the day-dream of a fickly and reſtleſs ima- 
gination, — an idea excited merely by 
the fervour of an unſatisfied ambition; 
— and that the only way to preſerve 2 
calm and contented mind is never to raiſe 
our expectations to any thing beyond 
what we are at preſent in poſſeſſion of; 
— by a ſteady adherence to this maxim, 
adds he, we may ſecure ourſelves from all 

the plagues of eee — never deceive 


ourſe =. nor be able to be deceived oy 
others. 


"INE: who was undoubtedly a great 
philoſopher- as well as poet, is of the 
ſame opinion, as may be ſeen in many of 
his odes to Mæcenas, Varrus, and * | 
of the court of Auguſtus Cæſar, particu- 
Iy in one which ſeems to me excellent! 
well tranſlated by Mr. Dryden ; — the 
heron 8 lines a are part of 1 it: 5 


e For 
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6 Fe or me, Frans Gus Fob blows, | | 
Secure of what I cannot loſe,  — 
In my ſmall pinnace I can fail, 
« Contemning all the bluſt' ring roar, 
And running with a merry gale, 
With friendly ſtars my ſafety ſeek, 
Within ſome little winding creek, | 
1 ARG ſee _- ſtorm aſhore.” 


All W 1 china kitherto-Gaid upon his: 

ſubject regards every man in general 

who has any concern for his real intereſt, 

his reputation in the world, or his in- 

nate peace of mind; but a huſband is, 

above all others, in a particular manner | 
oblig' d to obſerve thefe rules which not 

only my own reaſon have enabled me to 
preſent to him, but alſo which, upon 
examination, he will find have been laid 

down by. the beſt e 645. LOWER ancient 

and modern. WIE | Þ 


A married n man ſhould li cont 

: that it is not ſo much his own will and 
' pleaſure he ought to have at heart, as the 
eaſe and ſatisfaction of? the woman he has 
made his wife, both which muſt inevi-- 

tably ſuffer ” any miſtake | in his conduct. 


Women, cnt Making, are more 
timid and leſs adyenturous than men, and 


when- 


_— 


- 
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whenever their intereſt is concern'd, fore-- 

ſee dangers moſt remote. — What ter- 
rible apprehenſions, therefore,. muſt that 
wife continually labour under who. finds 

her huſband hazards his ſubſtance in the 
uncertain bottoms: have been deſcribing 5 


Of how mild and ſweet” a disposition 
ſoever ſhe may be, — ſhe yet will mur- 
mur, — ſhe will repine, — every freſh: 

= diſappointment her ' huſband. maiden with 
f on this ſcore will give her freſn occaſion 
for complaint, — frequent diſputes will 
naturally ariſe between them, which muſt 
of conſequence deſtroy all that harmony 
which makes the ſole felic of. a married 
ſtate. 755 


; But I have now done with the ſubject; 

14 if this laſt argument is not ſufficient to 

= prevail on. every huſband, who either 
truly loves or pretends to love his wife, I 
know of nothing elſe that will have any 


effect. 
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The danger of Suretyſhip, and how ur. 


terly inconfiftent with that af tio. 
nate caution which a Huſband ſhould 
always obſerve in regard of the in- 


zereft of bis Wife and Family. 


Am ſenſible that what I am now about 
to touch upon is a very nice and tender 


point; and ale poſſibly be accus'd by 
ſome perſons as 1 
root out all thoſe few remains of friend- 


guilty of attempting to 


ſhip, compaſſion and good-nature, which, 
in ſpite of the depravity of the age, ſtill 
continue among us. — I doubt not, how- 
ever, but to be able to clear myſelf of ſo 
heavy a charge, and at the ſame time to 
make evident what I take upon me to 

aſſert. 1175 ET 


By ſuretyſhip is meant, when one man 


obliges himſelf by bond, note, or pro- 


? 


miſe, to pay the debts another has con- 
tracted, and thereby riſques his own li- 
berty to preſerve, or to reſtore that of 
his friend. This is certainly one of the 


moſt noble acts of humanity, and can 


never 
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never be ſufficiently acknowledged by the 
perſon- who receives the benefit SK.. 


But alas! — how frequently do we ſee 
this generoſity abus d? — That man, 
therefore, who by this means relieves an- 
other from bondage, ought, which is 
very difficult, to be well aſſur'd that his 
circumſtances are ſuch as will enable him 
to diſcharge the obligation in a conve- 
nient time; and alſo, which is yet much 
more difficult, te be acquainted with the 
inmoſt receſſes of his heart, and convinced 
that he has honour and juſtice enough to 
do it; — for if either ability or principle 
be wanting in the perſon deliver'd, his 
deliverer mult ſuffer. 


1 muſt confeſs, NEV At when a 
ſincere and open-hearted man beholds his 
companion, his boſom friend, perhaps his 
near kinſman, exposꝰd to the inſults of 
mercileſs rapacious creditors, and about 
being dragg'd by bailiffs to a loathſome 
priſon, he cannot leave him in this con- 
dition without the extremeſt regret, and 


feeling in his mind great part of thoſe 
diſtreſſes ke forbears to relieve. 


| What then can * done in ſuch a caſe, 
— it will undoubtedly be aſk'd ? — TO 


which. I wake — that though I know no 
one: 


5 
1 
1 
5 
* 


- 
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one circumſtance in life more truly touch- 
ing, yet I mult ſtill own it as my. firm 
opinion, that a married man ought rather - 


to ſuſtain it than involve not only him 


ſelf but his wife and family, than whom 
no friend or relation whatever can be half 


ſo dear, in thofe very misfortunes which 


he takes from the ſhoulders of another. 


I would, nevertheleſs, be very far from 
counſelling any thing in oppoſition te the 
laws of ſociety or the dictates of humani- 
ty. — It is certainly the duty of every 
man who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, or has 
any pretence even to morality, to exert 
himſelf as much as poſſible for the good 
of all his fellow- creatures, and more par- 
ticularly ſo for thoſe of his awn blood, 
or to whom he is united by the yet more 
ſacred ties of friendſhip ; but then I would 
have him do it in ſuch a manner as to be 
of no prejudice to the woman, who, as F 


have already -urg'd on many other ac- 


counts, has a right to be an equal ſharer 


with him in whatever is his property. 


There are but few men who have not 
ſome expences which they might very well 
avoid ; — theſe, therefore, ſhould be re- 
trench'd whenever the exigencies of a 
friend demand aſſiſtance, and alſo all ſu- 
perfluous elegancies in life to which they 

| | may 
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have been accuſtom'd ; — many trifling 
indulgencies, which we think nothing of, 


if ſpared, will in time amount to a ſum 
ſufficient to be of ſervice to the neceſſitous. 


In paying down the money for the diſ- 
charge of his friend, he knows the worſt 
that can befal him is the loſs of that ſum, 
which, as I have juſt now ſaid, he muſt 
endeavour to retrieve by a more than or- 
dinary œconomy and frugality; but in 
ſetting his name to a piece of parchment, 
which may poſſibly riſe up in Judgment, 
againſt him, at a time when it is leaſt 
convenient to get rid of the incumbrance,, 


he may be epos ut to the _— of mis= 
fortunes, 


Our priſons, where 1 may venture to; 
affirm as many are confin'd for the debts- 
of other people as for their own, and the 
number of widows and orphans from: 
opulency reduced to the extremeſt wretch. 
edneſs, afford too obvious inſtances of the: 
melancholy truth I alledge to ſtand in- 
need of any arguments to prove it. 


The condition of a perſon who enters 
into bail- bonds, may with propriety 
enough be compar'd to that of Damoiles, 
— the ſword of deſtruction hangs over 
his * ſuſpended. only by a ſingle 

thread, 
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thread, and it is perhaps more than the 
odds of an hundred againſt one if it does 


not falt on him ſome time or other with 
the ſevereſt weight, al 


Now, micchinks, I hear ſome 2 
cry out in a great paſſion, — Why, — 
this is treating the greateſt part of man- 
« kind as arrant knaves.* — I fear, in- 
deed, many are too much ſo to remem- 
ber as they ought an obligation of this 
kind 3 — but ſuppoſing them to be men 
of the moſt ſtrict honour, integrity, and 
gratitude, the ſame accidents which re- 
duced them to ſtand in need of this fa- 
vour may happen again, and put it out 
of their power to return it; or death, 
ſhould. no other caſualty enſue, may fruſ- 
trate their good 1 intentions. 


How much . e a fingle man 
may be extoll'd for his generoſity in 
riſquing his own liberty and fortune for 
redeeming thoſe of another, J muſt al- 
ways maintain that it is a very blameable 
compaſſion in one who is a huſband, as it 
muſt of neceſſity involve his wife and fa- 
mily in the moſt terrible perplexity of 
mind, even if the diſaſter they apprehend 
ſhould never fall upon them, | 


What. 
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* * ** 


What a fad perverſion of the ſacred 
inſtitution of marriage muſt it be, when 
the two perſons united in thoſe bands 
live together in a perpetual diſcord ? — 
When the wife, ordain'd by Heaven to 
be-the ſoftner of her huſband's cares and 
the crown of all his felicity, receives him 
to her arms with ſullen diſcontent ? — 
her eyes full of tears, — her mouth of 
complaints, — and her heart heaving 
with anguiſh inſtead of love; —- When 
he, either not confcious of having given 
her any cauſe for this behaviour, or too 
proud to own it, reproaches her ill hu- 
mour, as he terms it, and in the room 


of mutual endearments mutual alterca- 
tions take up all their private hours? 


Let nothing is more certain than that 
this is, and ever muſt naturally be the 
caſe, when a woman finds her huſband 
act in a manner ſo contrary to the inte- 
reſt of his family, as I think every one 
muſt allow he does in the article I am 
now ſpeaking of. 10 Hf f 


* 


& 1 would therefore have every married 


man conſider ferioufly on the many ill 
conſequences, ſome of which muſt infal- 


Hibly attend his taking upon himſelf thoſe 
_ debts. which another has contracted, and 


be- 
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I believe he will then never ſuffer him- 
{elf to be prevaiPd upon, either by the 
tender excitement of his own commile- 

rating heart, or the perſwaſions of a ne- 


ceſſitous friend, to ſqueeze the fatal ut, 
and ſign the bail-bond. 


As for any other relief which his cir- 
cumſtances may enable him to give to a 
worthy friend in diſtreſs, Heaven and 


humanity forbid I ſhould * him to 
neg it. 
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SECT. VI. 


The great cruelty and injuſtic ice of a man 
who, after he is married, engages 
bi mſelf in an amorous correſpondence 
22 any fort with another Woman. 


Am now about to mention a failure ; 
or, to ſpeak more properly, a breach 
of conjugal duty, which I believe there 
are but few wives, if any, who do not 
look upon as the very worſt and moſt 
unpardonable in a huſband ; I mean that 
of falſify ing his marriage vows, and living 


| . in a criminal converſation with another. 


There are various degrees of this W 
greſſion, the moſt excuſeable of which is 
caſual ruition, as Milton terms it; — 
what is, when a man, without any pre- 
meditated deſign, happens to be hurry'd 
by a ſudden ſtart of inclination to yield 
himſelf to the allurements of ſome fond 
wanton beauty; — but tho? he may after- 
Wards be ſhock'd at the refle&ion of 
what he has been guilty of, and 'perhaps 
love his wite with greater tenderneſs than 
before, yet if ſhe is by any means made 
acquainted that he has been capable of 

| wronging 


wronging her in this point, ſhe may for- 
give, bur ſcarce ever forget the indigniiy; 
— it will perpetually recoil upon her me- 
mory, and when he courts her to his em- 
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braces, make her apt to ſay with Statyra 


in the T ragedy : X 
1 Oh! I ſhall find Roxana in your 


© arms, | 


And taſte her kiſſes left upon your 


lips; 

* 1 curſt embraces have defi d your 
C body: 

Nor ſhall L find the wonted ſweetneſs 
< there, 


But artificial ſcents, and aking 0 


dours. 


And tho' * ſhould vouchſafe even _ 


confeſs his fault, — proteſt the moſt un- 


feign' d contrition for it, and re ply to her 


in the ſame words that Alexander did to 
his beloved queen: 


© I know that ſubtle creature, in my 
"7 OOO. 


My reaſon gone, ſeduced me to her 
© bed; 
© But when I woke I ſhook the circe off, 
_ * Afham'd of what [ had done. 


* 2 
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Yet all this would not avail to reſtore 
to her breaſt the tranquility ſhe enjoy'd 


before; — ſhe would be always in fear 
that what had once been, might be again; 


— every little abſence would give her 
pain; — imagination is very ſtrong in 


that ſex, eſpecially when enflam'd with 


the leaſt ſpark of jealouſy ; — whenever 


he ſtaid abroad beyond the time in which 


ſhe expected his return, ſhe would pre- 


ſently torment her mind with the idea 


that ſome new and irreſiſtible temptation 
had fallen in his way, . 


In fine, — an affair of this kind, if un- 
happily diſcover'd to the wife, puts an 


end to all the confidence ſhe had in him; 


— diſtruſt uſurps the place of ſecurity in 
her mind, — weakens her affection by 


degrees, and totally deſtroys all thoſe un- 
affected tenderneſſes which flow from a 
heart full of love, and perfectly at eaſe 


as to the ſincerity of the beloved object. 


How melancholy a thing is it, when a 
man, for the ſake of a moment's fleeting 
pleaſure, attended with remorſe and ſhame, 


Torfeits the affection of a chaſte endearing 


wife, whom he ardently loves, and by 


. whom he has been as ardently belov'd; 


and that this has been ſometimes the 
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' caſe there are but too many inſlances to 8 


0d — 4a „ 0 2 — Fl 


prove 7 


I wu therefore every huſband, who 


has a due fenſe of what will make both 


his own and his wife's happineſs, will 
never - truſt his virtue with himſelf: —. 
let him avoid all maſquerades, midnight 
balls and aſſemblies, and hold no conver- 
fation with thofe who delight in the com- 
pany of idle women; thoſe creatures ha- 
ving acquir'd, by practice, blandiſhments 
to which the modeſt part of the ſex are 
ſtrangers. — In a word, let him always 
keep in mind the advice which good old 
Acaſto gives to his ſons: | 


0 « Beware the dangerous beauty of 0 


c wanton. 


But if to have been ſurpriz d, as it 
were, into an error afterwards repented 
of, and perhaps never repeated, may 
prove of ſuch pernicious conſequence to 


the felicity of marriage, what affection, 


what duty, what regard, can a huſband | 
expect from a wife, when he perſeveres 
in a criminal attachment? 


A man, indeed, if he is not utterly 
abandon'd to all ſenſe of decency as well 
as honour, will endeavour to conceal his 

M amour 
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amour; — he will viſit his miſtrefs with 
as much privacy as poſſible, and diſſemble, 
as well as he is able, a tenderneſs he no 
longer feels towards his wife: — but his 
wa will not be always ſerv'd by theſe 
Precautions ; — for beſides that, a thou- 
Afand accidents may diſcover the fatal ſe- 

<ret to the injur'd. partner of his bed; a 
woman who is a wife, and loves her ka. 
band, will eaſily diſtinguiſh a counter- 
: feited paſſion from a real one. 


The effects of a wife's reſentment, on 
detecting this crime in her huſband, are 
various, according to the various diſpoſi- 
tions of womankind; — ſome are all 
fury, — exclaim againſt the injuſtice has 
been done them in all companies they 
come into, and call on heaven and earth 
to revenge their cauſe; — ſome more 
prudent confine the teſtimonies of their 
indignation at home, and content them- 


ſelves with ſecret reproaches; and fome, 
of a more ſoft and gentle nature, though ; 


I believe the number of ſuch will be found 


but ſmall, with filent- patience bear the p 


load of anguiſh, neither expoſing nor re- 
viling the cruel author of their woes. 


A fatal, and indeed: very extraordinary 


inſtance of this latter ſort happen'd not 
many * ago in 2a family of no mean 


condition: 
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condition: — A young couple, whom 1 
ſhall diſtinguiſh by the names of Corydon 
and Daphne, which were the ſame they 
gave each other in their days of court- 


loved each other to the moſt romantic 4 


between their parents, the ſo much wiſh'd 
for union was delay'd for a conſiderable 
time : — at laſt, however, it was com- 
pleated, — Never was there a pair more 
loving and more fond ; — and by the 
proofs which both of them had given of 
their mutual paſſion before marriage, and 
f the ſame ardency which continued after- 


lieved their happineſs would be as laſting 
! Fa their lives. „ 


'© But lo! — behold the inſtability of 


r che human heart, and the uncertainty of 
chat happineſs we think moſt permanent 
© and eſtablih' d: — four moons had ſcarce 
+ Bpaſs'd over from the day of their mar- 


Tiage before Daphne found a viſible decay 


very day leſs tender and more reſerv'd; 

the warmth with which he had been 
Fccuſitom'd to approach her degenerated 
Into complaiſance, and he treated her 


an pected, than one for whom he — a 
EDT. M 2 Palſion. 


ſhip, had almoſt from their childhaꝶ 


height ;- but ſome diſagreement happeni = 3 


wards, no one that knew them but be- 


n the ardours of Corydon; — he became 


Father like a woman whom he highly re- 


— 
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paſſion. — In fine, his behaviour towards 


her fully verified theſe words of Shake 


Jpear : | 


„When love begins to dacken And 
decay, 
It uſes an enforced ceremony.” 


Daphne v was of a timid and ſoft nature, 
modeſt even to an exceſs; and as he con- 
tinued to carry himſelf with all the marks 
of eſteem and civility, was aſham'd 0 
complain, of his want of fondneſs ; — 
and when ſhe found his coldneſs ever 
day increaſe, and even that he began to 
live more abroad than at home, he made 
(ch plauſible pretences for his abſence, 

nd expreſs'd them in ſo polite a mannes 
that though her heart was far from ac- 
cepting them as real, yet ſhe had nat 
courage to reproach, or ſhew any teſti 
monies of her diſbelief of what he ſaid, 


The filent grief, however, view upon 
her vitals, her eyes loſt great part of thei 
luſtre, — her complexion of its delicacy 
and her converſation of its former ſpright 
lineſs ; — every one took notice of tht 
change except Corydon, who, though I 
could not but ſee it as well as other 
- yet, doubtleſs conſcious of the cauſe 


aud alk no ns on that head, 7. 


— — — . 
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dg fear of giving her an opportunity to e. 
de- plain herſelf. 


| That inconſtant man was now indeed 
nd in purſuit of a new object; — all the 

paſſion he once had for his Daphne, — 

all the Difficulties he had found in gain- 

ing her, —- all the late tranſports of his 
Ire, bridal Joys were already forgotten, and 
on- {\wallow'd up in the tumultuous ocean of 
rk a wild and lawleſs inclination for one who! 
"of had not halt her merit, 


ery Daphne had a near kinſwoman, who- 
1 tofl though bred in a convent had imbib'd* 
deſi nothing of the auſterity of the place : —- 
nce on the death of her parents, being entire-: _ 
ly miſtreſs of herſelf, - ſhe immediattly'- 
quitted the holy ſiſterhood, ts Ii . 
Paris in a manner more agreeable to her 
humour, and after ſtaying there three or 
four years, came back to England the 
moſt finiſh'd coquette that ever flaunted 
in the Mall. — She arriv*d ſoon aſter her 
coulin's marriage, and was her frequent 
gueſt. — Nature had endow'd this young 
lady with a good ſhare of wit and beauty, 
both which ſhe took care to improve with 
all the helps of art. — In fine. the charms 
of her. perſon and converſation appear'd 
0 OY: in the eyes of Corydon, that 
M 3 thoſe 


* 
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thoſe of his wife preſently became taſte- 
leſs and inſipid to him. 

She was too much a miſtreſs in the 
art of love, and too well acquainted with 
the diſpoſition of mankind, not to dif- 
cover there was. ſomething more in the 
devoirs he paid her than what ſhe might 
have expected as the kinſwoman of his 
wife; and as ſhe regarded nothing but 
the gratification of her own vanity, "who- 
ever might ſuffer by it, diſplay'd all her 
arts to encourage the latent paſſion ſhe 
had begun to kindle i in his heart. 


Senſible as Daphne was of the eſtrange- 
Dent Or her huſband's affection, ſhe had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion that it was occa- 
ſion'd by his attachment to any new ob- 
ject, much leſs that it was to her couſin's 
more prevailing charms that ſhe was in- 


debted for this misfortune. 


She was one day amuſing a tonely 
hour with reading Mr. Otway's excellent 


tragedy. of Venice Preſerv'd ; — the em- 


phatic ſpeech of Belvidera, when com- 
plaining 15 Jaffeir's unkindneſs, ſeem'd fo 
parallel to her own condition, that it 


brought a flood of tears into her eyes. 


— The words which that ſcarce imitable 


# * 
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poet has put into the mouth of his he- 
roine on this n are as follow: 


— — « There was a time, 
When Belvidera's tears, her cries 
and ſorrows 
c Were not deſpis'd; when if the 
 chanc'd to ſigh, 
Or look but ſad! — There Was, in- 
© deed a time, 
When Jaffeir would bee taken her 
in his arms, 
© Eag'd her reclining head upon his 
_— 
And never left ill 5 had found the 
© cauſe! © 
© But now, let her weep fun, 
Cry *till ſhe rend the earth, * nil 
 _<« ſhe burſt : 
= Her heart unden fill he bears it 
Ret * | 
"Mt Deaf as the winds, and as the rocks 
6 unſhaken ae | | 


Her gay . in eame in that inſtant, 
and finding her thus, haſtily demanded the 
occaſion; — on which Daphne told her: 
what had been the ſubje& of her enter-- 
tainment, and repeated the paſſage above 
quoted. — The other then laugh'd. hear- 
tily, and cry'd, — And what is all this 
to you? — As J am a wife, reply'd 

1 M4 Daphne, 


1 


248 The HUSBAND. Boox 3. 
Po Daphne, J could not help b eing affe ged 


5 


W 6 V 


„„ po Od =o 


with the diſtreſſes of a wife, whom the 
poet has made to love her huſband as 


much as I do mine.“ 


© Nay, I know but little of the play, 


ſaid the other, for I hate all tragedy ; 
but I ſuppoſe this fame | Belvedera 
might be jealous of her huſband , and 
if 10, I mould be ſo far from pitying 
her, that I ſhould heartily deſpiſe her; 
for I look upon a jealous wife as the 
moſt ridiculous animal under the fun, 


— That woman muſt certainly be very 


vain, and filly who thinks to engroſs a 


pretty fellow to herſelf all his life long, 


merely becauſe the parſon has mumbled | 
a few words over en, 


© You talk oddly, my gen ſaid. 
Daphne, but you will be of another 
mind when once you Harry,” — 1 
talk reaſonably, reply'd her couſin, — 
and ſhall never expect conſtancy from 
a huſband, unlefs he is a fool. — But 
this is not my preſent buſineſs with you, 
— I came to borrow your huſband of 
you for one whole day at leaſt: — you 
muſt know I have ſome flowers, and 


other trinkets, ſent me from France, 
which are ſeiz d at the Cuſtom-houſe; 
© — they tell me I muſt go in perſon to 


Mb a redeem 
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« redeem them: — the board fits. to- 
© 'morrow ; but as it looks a little odd 
for a woman to go to thoſe places by 
herſelf, I would beg the favour of Co- 


rydon to ſquire me thither, — if it be 
convenient for him.“ 


„ 


0 He has been of late very much en- 
ag d on ſome buſineſs or other, reply d 
Baphne⸗ — | know not what, — but - 
dare anſwer that he will not fail to at- 
tend you, if there be a poſſibility of bis 
doing ſo.' — Well then, rejoin'd the 
| 2 let him come to my lodgings 


5 2 Q x8 


L early in the morning, — 1 will be 
| « dreis'd and have a coach ready at the - 
1 door; for I intend to call in our way on 

one of the commiſſioners, in order to 

make him my friend in the. affair. | . 
: She then took her . ſaying : ſhe 


I had an engagement on her hands, as in- 
deed ſhe had. — Corydon waited all this 
time-at her lodgings to paſs the evening 


1 with her; and this faulty pair, having 5 

1, agreed to make an excurſion. a little way,” 
f out of town the next morning, ſhe had 4 
u only invented the tale ſne came with to 


his wife to keep her from being 4 a 
at his going abroad n more early than was 
his n Hs 


XM Thus 


Thus, by various pretences, was the 
credulity of Daphne for ſome time im- 
pos'd upon; but chance at laſt diſcover'd ; 


„ . . . „ 3 — " 
„ ** 38 . 
4 — 7 : wt * 
mW: 
: 


the cruel ſecret to her; — a letter acci- W 


dentally dropp'd by Corydon left her no 
room to doubt the truth of her misfor- 

tune; — ſhe then could: not forbear re- 

proaching his. perfidiouſneſs ; but though 

ſhe did fo in more ſoft terms than might 

have been expected, her mildneſs had not 

the effect it ought to have had; — ſome 

men cannot bear detection: — Plain as 

his guilt was prov'd he deny'd it all, and 

accus'd her of a jealous and ſuſpicious na- 

ture. — No amendment of his condu& 
appearing, grief threw her into a languiſh- 
Ing diſorder, which threatning her life, 
ſhe went by the advice of her phyſicians 
into the country, where ſhe ſoon after died. 
— Corydon loſt an excellent wife, but 
was not ſenſible of her real value, nor of 
the error which had deprived him of her, 
till too late to make attonement. 


In my admonitions to wives, concern- 
ing their behaviour on the ſcore of a huſ- 
| band's infidelity, I gave ſome advice, 
which if Daphne had follow'd, might poſ- 
fibly have been attended with fucceſs : — 
TI believe, however, there are few modern 
- # ladies 


ladiet will reſent an injury of this kind 


in the manner ſhe did. | 


But notwithſtanding I cannot but think 
and all the world muſt allow it to be a 


moſt enormous crime in a man to wrong: 
his wife in fo tender a point, there is yet 
one circumſtance. in which there ſeems 
to be ſome pity due to the tranſgreſſor. 


What I mean is this: — when a man 
is merely compell'd, by the over- ruling 
power of his parents, or is ſway'd by the 
proſpect of ſome very great advantage, to 


give his hand to a woman who never had 


any poſſeſſion of his heart, and ſhall after- 
wards meet with an object which capti- 
vates all his ſenſes, and convinces him of 
the force of love, ſuch a one, I ſay, has 
ſome ſort of plea for commiſeration. 


As too many marriages are made 


wholly on the account either of the one 


or the other of the motives I have men- 
tion'd; I would have every huſband, Who 
finds himſelf in this unhappy: ſituation, . 
be continually upon his guard againſt the 


aſſaults of beauty: — Whenever he ſees a 


woman who- pleaſes him too much; let 
him refrain from ever ſeeing her again; 
— let him fly before the impreſſion takes 
; M 6 900 
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100 deep a root, and let him take all 
imaginable meaſures to n. it tor 1 
ever from his mind. # 


* 69 


2 I tees 2 ä * 4 ” * 
* 
4 
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Love in its beginning may 110 ealily 


check'd; but if in the leaſt indulged it 


preſently becomes too potent for con- 
trol; and he that thinks to himſelf, 
thus far will 1 go and no farther, will 
ſoon find he has been utterly unacquaint- 
ed with the power of that Po wy 
which he is inſtigated. 


SECT. 
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SE OT. VII. 


De 70 and very worſt nd gnity a” 
Huſband can poſſibly pu upon his 
Wife, on the ſcore of incontinency. 


T HE. celebrated author of Les Penſeet 

Tugemenſes, in his ſecond. volume 
of that work, has the audacity to add to 
the characteriſtic of womankind the fol- 
lowing particular foible: 


Whatever ſome women pretend, there 
runs through the whole ſex, in a more 
or leſs degree, a certain vanity which 
will not ſuffer them to endure with pa- 
tience the leaſt affront. offer'd to their 
beauty; — they will hate a man more 
for not thinking them handſome, than . | 
for not thinking them good; — they 
love praiſe, though they know the giver 
has no deſign in beſtowing it, nor they 
themſelves have any ambition of render- 
ing him more ſerious.” 


8 


8 


— 


How far? the French author may bi, 
juffified in his opinion, in regard of the 
| ladies of his own country, I will not take 
upon me to determine; but will venture 
e | : 10 
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to ſay, that the humour is not general 
among thoſe of my own-country. 


Certain it is, however, that women of 
all nations can ill endure to ſee the men 
to whom they have given their heart 


yield the preference to another. — A 


wife eſpecially, who by law as well as 
love has a right to engroſs the affections 


of her huſband, has juſt reaſon to com- 


plain, and even to reſent the leaſt ſwerving 


from his duty in this point. 


The wit, — the beauty, — whether real 
or imaginary in the object, ought by no 


means to ſerve as an excuſe for a man's 


alienating his heart from the woman to 
whom he has given his hand before the 
holy altar, in the moſt ſolemn and bind- 


ing ceremony of marriage. — He ſhould 
conſider that he is then no longer maſter 


of himſelf, but is become the ſole pro- 


perty of another, whom he cannot, with-⸗ 
out being guilty of the utmoſt injuſtice and 


perjury, rob either of his perſon or affec- 


- - RM « 


It muſt therefore be acknowledged by 
all thinking perſons, that in any of the 
caſes mention'd in the preceding ſection, 
a huſband has little to plead in his de- 
Dr TE. | ſtance, 


— 
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ſtance, which beyond all others that can. 
be nam'd greatly aggravates his crime 
and infidelity, and is by many degrees. 


the moſt inſupportable to a. . 
wife. — It is this : 


When. a a man lights the chaſte e : 
ments of his virtuous wife, — avoids as- 
much as poſſible her preſence, and la- 
viſhes his time, part of his fortune, per- 


_ haps the whole, on ſome lewd abandon'd:_ 
proſtitute of the town, whom he publick- 


45 ly keeps, in open defiance of all laws both: 
human and divine. 


A woman who finds herſelf: loſt in the 
affection of her huſband muſt certainly: 
be very unhappy, even when the-object | 
for whom he languiſnhes is endow'd with: 
every valuable qualification, and neither: 


wiſhes to ſupplant her, nor would on any 


terms conſent to wrong her; but how: 
much more ſo muſt ſhe be who is undone 
for the ſake of a creature ſcarce worthy. 
the name of woman, and how beautiful: 
ſoever, has by her infamous life render'd: 
herſelf a e to her ſex! * 


Too. many ſhocking e of this. 
kind have fallen within the little courſe 
of my obſervation ; and certainly ſuch a 
provocation muſt be allow'd to juſtify 
Oe, 1 | almoſt 


e 2 * 
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almoſt any reſentment can be ſnewn by a 
wife. hy me 3311 ek a 


The parting of Mr. Smallgrace and 
his lady, within a year after their mar- 
riage, made a good deal of noiſe in town 
when firſt it happen'd; — various re- 
ports were ſpread concerning that affair; 
. — ſome. laid the blame on the huſband, 
E others cry'd out againſt the wife, and 
every one ſpoke of it according as they 
were inclined to favour either the one or 
the other; — but the true cauſe - of the 
unhappy breach between them was as 
follows: 
Mrs. Smallgrace had not been much 
more than two months a wife, when be- 
ing one night at the play houſe with a 
lady of her acquaintance, two young 
rakes of diſtinction came into the ſame box 
and placed themſelves on the next bench 
behind them. — As theſe ſparks frequent- 
ed ſuch places rather to ſee the company 
than the diverſions exhibited there, the 
firſt thing they did was to pluck out their 
pocket optics, and take a ſurvey of all 
who were in the houſe : — My ſtars!? 
cry*d one of them, caſting his eyes on the 
oppoſite ftage- box, is not that Betty 
« Floreit yonder! — How fine the jade is! 
* — Sure ſhe has forgot ſince ſhe one | 
2 1 2 . E : 8 6 Hh 3 
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her petticoat for two ſhillings to ply in 
the middle gallery, and begg d money of 


me to redeem it! — © It is a ſign, faid 
the other, that you have been buried 


in Hampſhire for theſe two months, 


elſe you would have known this latter 
part of her hiſtory; but I can tell 


you ſhe is got into high keeping, — no 
leſs than eight guineas a week I aſſure 
vou.“ — © Aye, demanded the firſt, 
Prithee who is her keeper ? — © Jack 
Smallgrace, reply'd the other — * You 


ſurpriſe me, rejoin'd- his friend ! — 


why he married a young lady of a great | 


toitune, and they ſay a conſummate 


beauty, juſt before I left London. 


Even fo, return'd the other, but he 


had ſoon enough of wife; — he had 


ſcarce-done receiving the congratulations 


on his marriage before he took Betty 


into keeping, and made her the al- 
lowance I told you of. — I met the 


arch toad one morning in the Mall, —- - 


ſhe would needs take me tò her lodg- 


ings, and being an old acquaintance, 


made me the confidante of her __ 
fortune. — Among many other pretty 
preſents had been given her by her.new 


friend, ſhe ſhew'd me a fine ſolitaire 
which I could not help very much ad- 


miring for the faney of it; — it was 


one of the fineſt rubies. I ever ſaw, en- 
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compaſs'd Wd a truc-loyer's 8 knot of 
LE * diamonds.” —5 | 


Let any one who is a wife, for no other 
can be capable of truly judging what a 
terrible ſituation of mind Mrs. Smallgrace 
mult be in, at ſo ſudden and fo unexpect- 
ed a diſcovery of her huſband's perfidy, 
which perhaps ſhe would not ſo eaſily 
have believed, if it had not been for the 


laſt-mention'd eireumſtance of the ſo- 
litaire. N 


The jeweller of whom Mr. Smallgrace ce 
had bathe ke it, having finiſh'd it ſome- 
what — the time he promis'd it, and 
not doubting but it was intended for his 
new- married lady. brought it home in- 
ſtead of waiting till it ſhould be call'd 
for. — Mr. Smallgrace, on finding what 
had happen'd, had no other way of 
coming off than by telling his wife that 
it was a jewel which a ſiſter he had in 
the country had left with him, before 


ſhe went out of town, in order to get 
new ſet. 


; This particular corroborating the wich | 
of all that had been ſaid before, left her 
not the leaſt room to doubt the reality of 
her misfortune. — The lady who accom- 
_— her, , little leſs * 
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than herſelf, Had, from the firſt. mention 
of Mr. Smallgrace's name, endeavour'd 
to divert her from hearing any thing 
farther of what was ſaid; but ſhe was too 
attentive to. loſe any part of it; and all 
the different paſſions which could poſſibly 
aſſail a female heart, on ſo ſhocking an 
adventure, ſeizing on hers at once, threw , 
her into a fainting fit, and ſhe fell back - 
wards againſt the knees of the perſon 


whoſe n detail had been the 5 
cauſe. 


1 accident being feen by. a good 
part of the houſe occaſion*'d ſome confu- _ 
lion, which Mrs. Rich perceiving from a 
Patcony over tne ſtage, wnere the was 
ſitting to. ſee the lay, came running 
down and got the difprder'd lady remov d 
into a behind the ſcenes, and there, 
with that politeneſs and good nature 


+ which every one allows her to be miſtreſs. 


of, applying proper means for her re- 
covery, ſoon brought her to herſelf. ' 


Ihe firſt uſe ſhe made of ſpeech w was 
to cry out, — Oh the monſter! — Oh 


the villain! — What, to flight me for 
a common ſtrumpet, — and in the firſt 
month of my marriage too! — I can-. 
* not, — will not bear it!' — The two- 
ade who Had aſſiſted in wine 
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ker thither, and by theſe words, as well 


as. by ſome others which the young lady 


who was. with her had dropp'd, were 


made acquainted with who ſhe was, curs'd 
their inadvertency in talking as they had 


done, and made a thouſand apologies for 
it; but ſhe regarded nothing of what was 
faid, and having ſomewhat of a romantic 


turn in her compoſition, and been more 


converſant with plays than..any other 

ſtudy, vented the indignation ſhe was poſ- 
ſeſs'd of in the words which Mr. Dryden 
has put into the mouth of Leonora in 
the Spaniſh Friar, and walking about 
the room with the. wildeſt diforder | in her 


voice and motion, cry d out, 


What have I done, ye powers! what 
have I done! 


Io ſee my youth, my beauty, and 


my love 


No ſooner gain' d, than lighted. and 
: 1:5; betray'd;” 


* And like a roſe juſt g gather'd eim its - 
« ſtalk,. 


But only ſmelt, and cheaply | thrown - 


„ afide 


To vither on the- ground. — By 


© heaven it calls 


Me old, and . deform? d, 
and loathſome!. 


* Oh what woman can bear Joathſome!” z 


Her- 
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Her fair . as well 28 Mrs. Rich, 
judg'd it moſt convenient that ſhe ſhould - 
be carry'd home, which ſhe. accordingly _ 
was in a hackney-coach, her own not bee 
ing in the way. —, The two gentlemen 
ſaw her ſafe within her own door, and 
then took their leave with the greateſt 
marks of reſpect and concern for having 
been the occalion of her diſquiet. 


The young lady quitted her not till 
Mr. Smallgrace came home, and then 
left her to teſtify her reſentment in what 
manner ſhe ſhould think moſt proper; 
which ſhe did not fail to do in terms the 
moſt bitter and invective that the high pro- 
vocation ſhe had received could ſuggeſt. 


At firſt he treated her accuſation, only 
as a mere matter of bagatelle ; ;z but on 
finding ſhe was'too well inform'd in ever; 
particular of his guilt, affected to be 
angry at her having cauſe to be ſo; and 
return'd her reproaches of inconſtancy 


and perjury with others of Ne. and 
impertinence. | ; 


* 25 * | 


Thus Pee a 8 which was never = | 
afterwards made up: — Mr. Smallgrace | 


_ perſiſted in keeping his miſtreſs in the 
moſt *** and glaring faſhion, — excited 


— wv D- 
bf * 1 
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* . 
ws * "RY : 
* 


4 The HUSBAND. 5 3. 


to do ſo perhaps, and I am apt to think, 


rather through obſtinacy than any real 
regard he could retain for ſuch a crea- 
ture. — Mrs. Smallgrace, either becauſe 


ſhe thought it would give her huſband 
pain, or becauſe ſhe was naturally addict- 
ed to the gaieties of life, ſcrupled not to 


make oe in party of pleaſure that 
preſented itſelf, 1. 5 


owever inconſiſtent it 
might happen to be with her character, 


| either as a wife or a woman of honour. 


Certain it is, the dic manner in 


which they lived together juſtly drew 
upon them the cenſure and contempt of 

as many as were beholders of it ; — the 
friends and kindred on both ſides la- 


bour'd all they could to inſpire them with 


a better way of thinking, and bring about 


a reconciliationz but their endeavours 
were in vain, and all they could do was 


to prevail on them to agree in one thing, 
* which was to ſeparate for ever. 


One may reaſonably ſuppoſe * this 
| happy pair did not meet in marriage 
with any great degree of tenderneſs, either 


on the one fide or the other ; — if they 


had; neither of them would have ated 
as they did. — A huſband who had ever 


felt a ſincere affection for the woman he 
had matried, could not have been Ive 
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of wronging her in the manner Mr. 
Smallgrace did; nor would a wife; Who 
truly lov'd her huſband, have reſented 
the offence as this lady did, but have 
taken a far different method of reclaim- 
ing him. iy + | 


This may "him to ew ow nece 
it is that love ſhould poſſeſs the hearts of 


thoſe who are about to join their hands 5 


but it is not my buſineſs here to diſcuſs _ 
that matter, the intention of theſe pages 
being only to point out the means by 
which people who are already married 
may make each other happy in that ſtate, 
by what motive ſoever Wey. were excited 
to en into it. ; 


J muft therefore ſay, and cannot help 
believing but that all people who con- 
ſider ſeriouſly on the matter in queſtion, 
will join with me in the ſame opinion, 
that where it unfortunately happens for 
two perſons to unite with a very little 
ſhare of affection on either ſide, both par- 
ties ought. to make uſe of their utmoſt _ 


endeavours to cultivate and i improve that ; 


little afterwards, to the end they may be 
better enabled to bear with whatever in- 
firmities and imperfections they may find 
in each other, and to live together ſo as not 
do incur the cenſure of a laughing "Bi 
* 
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But though it is, beyond. all. x 
lity of diſpute, for the mutual good and 


happineſs of both Fu. not only te 


ſeem; but alſo to love each other with 


the greateſt ſincerity, yet IL would not 
have a huſband ſuſpend his endeavours 


for that purpoſe till his wife ſets him an 
example; thoſe nameleſs ardours which 


| ſo ſeldom fail of kindling up a ſympa- 


thetie fire in the perſon to whom they are 


directed, are more properly the province 


of the man than the woman, and will be- 
come him better: — there is, for the 
moſt part, a certain pride mingled with 
baſhfulneſs, in the mind of a woman of 


| honour and delicacy, which will not per- 
mit her to diſcloſe all the fondneſs ſhe 


may really be poſſeſs'd of, much leſs to 


e net magnily-It, 


But as it will be more ety, for a huſ⸗ 


band to conceive, than for me to expreſs 


in what manner he may improve the 
hints I have given, I ſhall-ceaſe troubling 
Him any farther on this head, and proceed 
to others, in- which, without being guilty 
of any fault himſelf, he will find-it _ 
10 to . e caution. N 5 : 
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Some genptal hints to a Huſband while 
Wi e does not behave in every reſpect 
. to the character 09 ger 
to aim at, 


E VERY one knows chat e 
is not to be expected on this ſide 

he grave; — that man therefore muſt 
be ſtrangely viſionary, who marries with 


the hope of never being able to find any 


one thing in his wife which he co, wiſh 
were otherwiſe ; — beſides, the very dif- 
ference 'of conſtitution, or the prejudice 
of education frequently make thoſe things 
appear faults or follies, which in them- 
ſelves do not deferve that name, — ſo 
ought neither to be wonder'd at, nor re- 

ſented by a prudent huſband. 


Wir, generally Cornelis are of a 
more tractable and gentle diſpoſition than 
men, and for that reaſon are call'd the 


| ſofter ſex; — they are alſo born with leſs 


vicious inclinations, and cannot tranfgreſs 
virtue without deviating irom nature; | 
yet notwithftanding they have a certain 
Price, which will not ſuffer them to be 
N | os 


r 
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told that any thing they do is wrong, 


without being firſt ſelf-canvinced That. it 
as ſo. th: 


When a huſband "eat to Hehe 
His wife with a too magiſteral air for 
#hing he may think amiſs in her, he is 
=: s guilty of a miſtake himſelf no 
1 blameable than that which he is con- 
demning in her; becauſe by this method 
he will never gain his point, and it is 
much better for him to overlook ſmall 
errors, and endeavour to reform the 
greater by ſuch inſinuations and laudable 
Artifices as his invention will enable him 
to put in practice, and the nature of the 
vexation will admit. : 

An immoderate love of gaming, for 
example, I look upon to be one of the 
very worſt, and alſo one of the moſt in- 
corrigible propenſities a perſon can be 
guilty of; — yet ſtill this cankerous, this 
evil of the mind, if 1 may ſo term it, 
may poſſibly be cured, on pr oper reme- 
dies being apply'd and artfully purſued; 
Il could produce ſeveral inſtances of 
this kind, but ſhall content myſelf with 
mentioning only one, — which Mah it 
may ſeem pre 2 extraordinary, a eyen 
* d the deli d enk 
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nn 


no 
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ny * had hs air to be 

married to a young lady, whoſe: too 

modiſh mother had taken more care to 
have her well inſtructed in every game 
play'd upon the cards, than in any other 
accompliſhment whatever; — having 
been almoſt from her childhood habitua- 
ted to this amuſement, it was become as 
natural to her as her food, and ſhe receiv'd 
the news of a party being form'd for that 


purpoſe with as much pleafure as the 


moſt voracious appetite does an invita- 
tion to a well-fpread table. 


The late hours ſhe kept, — the total . 
neglect of her domeſtic affairs, — the 
ſums ſhe frequently loſt, and perhaps 
ſome other apprehenſions, made her huſ- 


band extremely uneaſy. — At firſt, how» 


ever, he contented himſelf with gently 
complaining how unkind it was in her to 
deprive him of ſo much of her company, 

and endeavouring to convince her how 
great an injury it did her health to refrain. 
repoſe at thoſe hours which nature had 
 ordain'd for that purpoſe. 


"Theſe ances had not 2 leaſt 
effect, — ſhe till went on in the ſame, 
courſe as before; and though ſhe hag i = 
th a very render affection oe 


"MS wan 
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huſband, as will appear by the ſeque] of 


what I am going to relate, yet fhe could 


not find in her heart to refuſe making one 


in every party propos'd to her for this 


favourite amuſement; — ſo i intoxicating. 1s 


gaming to thoſe who once accuſtom them- 
ſelves to it. 

Thus b ts ending in her ſor. 
mer behaviour, he grew extremely diſ- 
contented, and more ſevere in his re- 
proots ; and at laſt plainly told her, that 
for a wife to laviſh away ſo much of her 
time and ' money ſuited neither” with the 
circumſtances of his eſtate, his character, 
nor his humour. — But this method of 
proceeding was altogether as fruitleſs a 
that wiich he before had taken..— She 
reply'd, — that ſhe had brought him a 
hidfome fortune, — that ſhe had play'd 
before ſhe married him, — - and that ſhe 
ſaw no reaſon why being a wife ſhould 


debar her from thoſe Seeriön⸗ ſhe had . 


always: been allow'd when a maid; — 


and, in fine, that ſhe muſt do as other 


women of her acquaintance ( did. 


5 was ſcarce poſſible for a 3 to be 


involved in greater perplexities than was 


that of the gentleman I am ſpeaking. on; 
— he truly lov'd his wife, and was 
gfieved r no leſs for her fake than for his 


own, 


— 
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own, to ſee her go on in this wild way; 


— neither perſwaſion nor argument had 
the power of reclaiming her, as he had 


experienced by having tried both, and 
loth he was to exert the authority of a 
huſband in laying her under any re- 
ſtraint. — In this dilemma, however, an 
expedient ſuddenly ſtarted into his head, 


- which he put in practice; — i ſeem' d 


indeed a pretty odd one, but e to 
prove fortunate. 


He forbore for ſome time making any 
re monſtrances to her, — ſeldom men- 
tion'd gaming in her preſence, and when 
he ſpoke of it at all it was with the ut- 
moſt indifference, and as a perſon who 
had not the leaſt intereſt in her conduct 
would have done in common converſa- 
tion. — In fine, he appear'd quite eaſy, 
and fo artfully diſſembled the inward diſ- 
content of his mind, that ſhe imagin'd 
he no. longer took any umbrage at her 
continuing ta indulge herſelf in this fa- 
vourite amuſement, which was indeed 
the only foible ſhe could be accus'd of. 


Having thus prepar'd the way for the 
deſign he had projected, he came home 
one night with all the tokens of the moſt 
terrible deſpair in his countenance and 
deportment.— She had came in juſt before 

„ We him, 
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him, and ſurpris'd and ſhock'd to ſee 
him in a Pups ark ſo. different from what 
he had ever been, threw herſelf upon 
his boſom, and aſk'd him with the 


greateſt tenderneſs if he was not well; to. 


which kind interrogatory he anſwer'd' no- 
thing, and without ſuffering his valet to 
approach him, tore off his cloaths and 
went directly into bed, where he lay toſ- 
ſing and tumbling the whole night. — 
She ſlept as little, but renew'd her entrea- 
ties to know the cauſe of this ſudden diſ- 
order ; — all the replies he made were 
groans and ſighs, which ſeem'd to rend 
his very heart. — Very early in the morn- 
ing he roſe and retir'd to his cloſet, where 
ſhe ſoon after--follow'd him, and with 
ſtreaming eyes ſtill begg'd him to make 


her the partner of his grief, of what kind 
ſoever it were. — He remain'd filent for 


ſome time; but at laſt, looking on her 
with the extremeſt fondneſs, he reply'd, 
— © Yes, my dear, — you mall; 3 — nay, 
you muſt know the mutual misfortune 


heart Thudders while my tongue pro- 


in e 2 Gag 


mult part, my love, — be divided from: 
each other, perhaps for Ter... 


; | It ; 
4 — 


that has fallen on us; — though my 


. nounces the fatal words, yet I will no 
longer keep you in ſuſpence 3 — we 
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It cannot be difficult to conceive what 
horror, what amazement, a wife who 
lov'd her huſband muſt feel on hearing. 
ſo unexpected a declaration; I ſhall only 
ſay, it was ſo great as to render her for 
ſome moments incapable. of ſpeaking | 
and when ſhe did, it was only to demand, 
in wild and incolierent exclamations, ſome 


farther eclairciſement. of this dreadful 


ſentence. 


Fou know; my i fat * that | 
© for a long time I was continually teaſing 
you about gaming; — but alas! ſince 
that time I have fallen too deeply into 
© the ſnare myſelf; — the company * 
« play'd with ſtak'd largely; — I was. 
© always unfortunate, yet ſtill went on, 
© and loſt very great ſums; — but laſt 
night! — oh laſt night, has "IN 
ci my undoing !* 


What have you done! cry'd * 
c trembling.” — Mortgag d my whole 


© eſtate, reply'd he, except the manor of.- . 
9 Redburr. which you know is ſettled 


upon you, for a ſum beyond what 1 
have any oſſibility of raiſing, but by 
the diſp ofa of it; — 1 am therefore 
6: a d to ſell my coach and horſes 

* and all my plate, and go immediately ' 

N 4: Sto 
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© my 
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Jamaica, and there endeavour, as 


induſtry what I have loſt 1 1 W. 


2 + TL words threw her Foy 3 
mortal agonies; — ſhe ſwoon'd three ſe- 
veral times, and perhaps would never 
have recover'd, if a flood of tears had not 
come to her relief, and in ſome meaſure 
eaſcd the burden of her heart. — He 
truly lov'd her, and beheld with inexpreſ- 
ſible agitations the condition ſne was in; 
— but the diſeaſe he took in hand to cure 
was deſperate, and deſperate remedies 
could alone work any effect. 
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When come a little to herſelf, — bn 
will go with you, .cry'd ſhe, to what 
part of the world ſoever you go, — no- 
thing ſhall part me from you! — | 
-my dear, anſwer'd he, I cannot think. | 
of expoſing your tender conſtitution to 
thoſe unfriendly climates, where I muſt | 
be reduced to get my future ſuſtenance.* 
Oh, ſay no more of that, reſum'd ſhe, 

no 'milcry,”: — no hardſhip, can threaten. 

me when together, which I ſhould not 


doubly feel the WH of when e | 
from YOu. | 
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They lad many tender 23 on 
this ſcore, till he finding ſhe was really in 
carneſt, and reſolute to be the companion 
of his fate, in what ſhape ſoever it ſhould 
preſent itſelf, took her fondly by the 


hand, and ſpoke i in theſe terms: 


« Well, my love, aid he, 1.3 for * 


© {ake you can renounce this town and all 


its pleaſures, and quit the ſociety. of 
your friends. and kindred, I have a pro- 
poſal to make you, which I think will 
be leſs ſhockiag than living among 
thoſe wild: Americans: — I have a 
diſtant relation who has a vicarage about 
an hundred miles from London; — he 
is a very worthy honeſt man, and has 
a wife and two daughters, who are ac- 
counted women of good underſtanding 3 

— with this family we might board ex- 
tremely cheap. *till my eſtate, or at leaſt 
great part of it, is redeem*d, — if * 
could ſo content yourſelf. —_— 


The ſatisfaQtion ſhe now cats was 


adequate to her late grief, — ſhe threw 


her arms about his neck and cry'd, — 


Content did you ſay! — Why. you have 


8 * mention. d an aſylum beyond my hopes. 
* — How could you think of leaving me 


: — 8 : N 5 5 6 and 


| fir'd not to re 


« and England when you had a reſource 
ke this!“ * 


Having thus gain'd his point, which 
was to draw her from the town, he wrote 
immediately to his couſin, who gladly 
embraced the propoſal made to him. — 
In fine, they went. down in a very few 
days; and every one endeavouring to. 
make the place as agreeable to her as 
poſſible, ſhe ſoon became ſo wean'd from 
all the pleaſures-of the town,. that ſhe de- 
An to it. 


He kept her there *till he found ſhe 
was thoroughly eſtabliſh'd in her averſion. 
not only to that deſtructive amuſement 
which had given him ſo much trouble, 


but allo to every other reigning folly orf 


4 


the times. 


At a proper ſeafon he acquainted her 
with the deception he had put upon her,. 
which ſhe was ſo far from being offended 
at, that ſhe embraced him a thouſand: 
times, — thank'd him for the pains he 


had taken to reform her; and ſaid, —- 


«If I had been married to a man leſs 
tender or leſs wife, I might have liv*d 
and died a thoughtlefſs giddy fool.“ 
In a word, there never was a better wife, 
— never a more happy huſband, 


* 4A 
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Beſides this enormous vice off gaming, 
there are many much leſſer foibles a wife 
may poſſibly be guilty of to embitter all. 
the ſweets of marriage; but it is my firm 
opinion that moſt, if not all of them, 
may be corrected, if a huſband takes 
proper meaſures for that purpoſe, and. 


ſure it is well. worth. his while to ate 
tempt it, 
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The manner in which it will 2% 10 


come a Husband to behave on a full 


detection of bis Wife's infidelity. 
n the ill conduct of a wife 


have but one thing more to touch 


upon, and indeed but barely to touch 


upon, as the fault once- committed is 
without a remedy; — reformation can 
make no atonement, nor contrition merit 
pardon : — when a woman has once 
broke through the conjugal covenant, and 
wantonly.-given herſelf up to the em- 
braces of another, her huſband, in my 
opinion, has bat a ſhort courſe to take; 
— he is made wretched in the three 


deareſt circumſtances of life, — his love 


abus d, — his peace deſtroy d, — his ho- 
nour blemiſh'd, — and he may Juſtly cry 
out with Othello in the play, 
To make me, 
The fixed figure for the time of ſcorn, 
Jo point his ſlow and woving finger > 
Cc at ! $45 
Patience, thou young and roſe-lip'd : 
_* cherubim, 7 


6:4 | here diſcard thee? 
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As much a friend as I am to the wives; 
I. cannot perſwade any huſband ever to 
forgive a tranſgreſſion of this nature; 
on the contrary, I ſhould think a man who 
could ſuffer himſelf to be prevaiPd upon 
to live with her after a detection of her 
falſhood, would juſtly deſerve all the con- 
tempt he would undoubyectly be — 


| with. 


I know very well, that it may N 
in ſome families that a wife is ſo neceſſary 
to her huſband's affairs, that he cannot, 
without great inconvenience, part with 
her; yet, even in this caſe, I cannot think 
that any conſideration of intereſt can be 
a balance for peace of mind, Which it is 
utterly impoſſible for a man to enjoy, 
while he keeps in his ſight, at his table, 
and in his bed, a Pena who n on groſly 


m him. 


It behoves him therefore, according to 
my opinion, in juſtice to himſelf, his ho- 
nour and his domeſtic quiet, to lay aſide 
all motives that might perſwade him to 
continue in the ſame houſe with his 
offending wife; and to have recourſe to 
thoſe means, which the laws both of 
heaven and earth have provided for his 
relief. But this muſt not be done with - 
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out the fulleſt demonſtration of her guilt; 
— and then, if the proofs of it ſhould 
not amount to procure a divorce, as is 

very often the caſe, all he can do is to 


have articles of an eternal re 


drawn between them. | 


1 muſt confeſs there is one critical con- 


juncture, in which I neither know how to 


adviſe a huſband, nor, which way ſoever 
he proceeds, whether to cenſure or to ap- 
"46-00 his con duct. — It is this: 


When a woman, Sacks the firſt years 
of her marriage, has behav'd in ſuch a 
manner as not to give either the world or 
her huſband the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect her 
of infidelity,. and in that time has had 
children by him, the innocence of thoſe 
dear babes will doubtleſs plead ſtrongly 
in behalf of their tranſgreſſing mother; 
and it will be very difficult for him to 
expoſe her to an e Which they muſt 


be e 56 in. 


Wo 
N 2 
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This is a cen 1 05 greatly to be 
pitied ; but when ever it happens that the 


fondneſs of a parent gets the better of the 


reſentment of the huſband, and he conſents 
to live with her, I think it will beſt 
become him to pretend an intire diſbelief 
of her crime; as it "wall be leſs to his diſ- 
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honour to be thought blind than tame to 


an abuſe of this nature. 


And now having f run through all 808 


particulars which 1 think it he duty and 


intereſt of a huſband to perform, I ſhall 
leave every one, who either is or intends 
to be ſo, to conſider how the hints I have 
given may be improv*'d into practice, ſs 
as to reſtore marriage to its original inſti- 
tution. N 
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